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A 


SKETCH, ^ 

•§-c. <§’C. 


Dec, Ut. 1810. 
Th E misconceptions which have 
prevailed, and the misrepresentations 
which have been circulated, with re- 
spect to the campaign in Portugiil^ 
have determined me to lay before th^^' 
public what appears to me a more 
correct view of this important sub-, 
ject than has hitherto appeared. I 
confess that I have been additionally 

urged to this undertaking, by the ilST- 

% * 

dignation which 1 have felt at the 
unworthy attei?jp|s,; which have been 
made to undermine the military repti- 
A 2 tation 
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tation of the distinguished officer at 
the head of the allied army in Portu- 
gal: attempts which, wheth 
have^ proceeded from the viol 
political hostility, or the rancoui of 
personal malice, are equally disgusting 
to the feelings, and inconsistent with 
the generosity of the British nation. 

The first question which suggests 
itself, in considering this subject, is, 

f 

What was Lord Wellington's object 
in the present campaign P I answer, 
strictly and literally the defence of 
Portugal, involving (exclusively of all 
political considerations) the conse- 
quent occupation of a powerful French 
al^y, which would otherwise have 

, ' f 

been applicable to a variety of im- 
portant points, and equal perhaps (if 

* If * ^ 

not so occupied and opposed) to the 

subjugation 




( ) 

%ubj0^ation of whole peninsula. 
His planwould)ina mere military point 
of view, have necessarily been defen- 
sive, whether in reference to the nu- 
merical inferiority of his force, at least 
at the opening of the campaign, or to 
the then state of the Portuguese 
army, which, being perfectly un- 
tried, ought upon no account to have 
been risked in the field, in the first 
instance, except under circumstances 
of peculiar advantage or of absolute 
necessity. 

What, on the other hand, was the 
object of the enemy ? Nothing less 
than the expulsion of t^e BriUsh arii)^, 
the conquest of Portugal, and al} fibe 
momentous cpnseq^uences on the fate 
of the peninsula, which these successei^ 
would produce. With these objects a 
A S very 
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very powerful force was assembled, con- 
sisting of the corps d'nm^eof Ney, Ju- 
not, and Regnier, under the command 
of Marshal Massena, one undoubtedly 
of the best generals in the French 
service, supported by a staff, whose 
names are eminently distinguished in 
all the campaigns of Buonapart6. 
Massena, f!r-» his proclamation to 
the Portuguese, estimated his army 
at a hundred and ten thousand men 
its real force was probably between 
eighty and ninety thousand. I have 
no means of judging accurately of the 
allied force at the same period, but I 
should apprehend that it could ccr- 
tjfkily not ^xceifed, and probably did 
not nearly aibount to sixty thousand 
men. Indeed, exclusive of the militia, 
which was divided upop mpny diffe- 
rent poiiits, I , cannot, on any Inform- 
ation 
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ation of which I am possessed, carry 
It higher than fifty thousand regu- 
lars. The plan of the enemy was 

therefore offensive, for his object 

could not be attained, unless he 

compelled the British array to eva- 
cuate Portugal. Let us see then how 
far he has attainedM^||i^j<^ject'; and 
let us with that?*fifew trace the course 

of events during the campaign. 

% 

n 

Its commencement may be dated 
from the movement of the French army* 
to invest Ciudad Rodrigo : The force 
which was assembled for that purpose, 
consisted of the^two corps of Ney and 
Juiiot*, whilst that under Itegnidr 
moved from the rieighbOurhood of 
Badajos, to the right bank of the 
Tagus, ’where it threatened the fron- 
tier of Pottiigal, along the course of * 
A 4 tlrat 
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that river, and communicated with 
the main body under Massena, through 
the mountains to the northward of 
the Vale of Placentia. 

In order to oppose this plan of at- 
tack, Lord Wellington assembled the 
main body of the allied army in the 
neighbourhood ol^lmeida, and direct- 
ed General Hill, who watched the mo- 
tions of Regnier from the Vicinity of 
£lvas,tomake a movement to the right 
bank of the Tagus, and to cover the 
road to Lisbon by Gastello Branco, 
which was threatened by the corps of 
Regnier : and a reserve was assembled 
at Tli^ar under* General Leith. 
Those who ate at 'all acquainted with 

■“ A 

military stibj^Ct9A'and abjbVe aU with 
Military topogr^^hy of Portugal, 

t f • 4 * 

'Will easily perceivd 'the ability with 

which 
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which this disposition was made. The 
ground taken up by Lord Welling- 
ton himself was so strong as to Be 
secure from any direct attack, and 
General Hill was enabled from his po- 
sition at Elvas to anticipate any 
movement which Regnier might make 
with a view to turn Lord Welling- 
ton’s right; which accordingly we 
find that he actually did; and the 

momont that the French general en- 

* 

tered into direct co-operation with 
Massena by moving to the right of 
the Tagus, General Hill, by a corre- 
sponding movement, placed himself 
upon Lord Wellington’s right, and 
thus secured that important poii^ The 
position occupied by General Leith 
at Thomar, enabled him to move ei- 
ther on his left, to the Mondego, to 
support liOrd 'Vljellington, if he retired^ 

along 
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along the valley of that river ; to his 
frotit to support General Hill ; or on 
his right to maintain the line of the 
Tagus. 

After a siege which cost the enemy 
many lives, and, what he valued more, 
much .time, — which did great honor 
to the brave garrison who defended 
it, and was of considerable ultimate 
advantage to the Allies by deferring 
the invasion of Portugal, Ciudad Ro- 
drigo was compelled to surrender. 

And here it may be necessary 
to say a fcw^ words in answer to * 
a change which ^^as attempted to 
be made against liord Wellington 
for not endeavouring tci raise the 
$ie^ of that fortress. Ih the ' first 
his force was, asT hdve stated, 

‘ numerically 
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numerically inferior to that of the 
enemy, particularly in. cavalry; and 
secondly, the Portuguese army had 
never been under fire, and it was im- 
possible to know what might be the 
consequences of exposing it to an 
attack in an open country against a 
superior force, and exposing it too, 
in a situation where the advantages 
to result from success were doubtful, 
but where even a checle might have 
been attended with, all the cbnse-* 
quences of an entire defeat. I have 
no hesitation, therefore, in stating, that 
if Lord Wellington had moved his 
army from the mbuUtktna, into the 
plain under such circumtj^il^>: he 
would have committed aAladtiof don- 
summate rashtiesS^i and riiskedhoi only 
the safety of his <^0 hqt pos- 
sibly tho fate of the iJeninsula:^ 

and. 
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J 

and, after all, the object was in no 
degree worth the risk ; for the fall 
of Ciudad Rodrigo (however impor- 
tant the place might be in many re- 
spects) did by no means involve the 
loss of the campaign, whereas the 
loss of a battle in attempting to save 
it, might, in that; advanced position 
of the allied armies, have been found 
irreparable and fatal. It appears, in- 
deed, by an intercepted letter from 
Berthier, that the enemy calculated' 
upon the possibility of such an at- 
tack, and considered themselves as 
strong enough to render it inef- 
fectual, and to take the place into 
the ^argam. But thia very circum- 
stance. is only an additional rea- 
son to induce us to conclude that 
Lord Wellington, instead of deserv- 
ing censure for not attempting to re- 
lieve 
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lieve that fortress, is entitled to the 
greatest praise for the skill and 
foresight, which induced him to for- 
bear. The same reasoning will apply, 
in a great measure, to the case of 
Almeida, although undoubtedly from 
the neighbourhood of that place to 
Lord Wellington’s position, a move- 
ment in its support would have been 
less hazardous than in the former in- 
stance ; and possibly such an opera- 
tion might have been attempted, had 
not its untimely and accidental fall 
prevented it. It may not be impro- 
per, however, to observe, that in this 
case also, the fortress of Almeida was 
of much less consequence to the final 
result of the campaign, than has been 
generally imagined. It certainly was 
of importance in so far as it tended 
to delay the progress of the enemy, 

aud 



, ■ ( 14 ) 

and to procrastinate the campaign; 

*» 

but, I believe, all military authori- 
ties agree in considering the posses- 
sion of it as giving no decisive advan- 
tages to a:n army attacking Portugal. 
However desirable therefore it might 
have been to retain it, it was not 
worth the considerable risk which 
I think might have been incurred in 
the attempt to relieve it. 

Immediately after the fall of Al- 
meida, the French army began to be 
more decided in its measures, and 
Lord Wellington soon ascertained 
that their object was to turn his left, 
and that in order to support this ope- 
ration, the corps of Kegnier had mov- 
ed by its right to the northward, and 
advanced .towards the positfen bccu- 
pied^y the corps under the imme- 
. 'diate 



diate command of His Lordship, 
whilst the remaining divisions of the 
French army also moved still further 
to their right; Lord Wellington im- 
mediately saw the expediency of re- 
tiring; and moving himself along the 
valley of the Mondego, he directed 
Generals Hill and Leith to move 
by their left and to join him on 
the Alva at the position of the 
Ponte dc Marcella. It is generally 
understqpyd that at this point he de- 
termined to make a stand; and the 
position was one of such strength 
(which will be obvious on mere in- 
spection of the map) as to give him 
every reason to hope for a favourable 
issue, in case it were attacked. The 
enemy, however, instead of following 
the British army ti^long the left bapili; 
of the Mondego, crossed over, uj pre-r 

ference 
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ference to the course that would have 
led him to an attack upon the Bri- 
tish, to the right, and took the road 
to Viseu, which is the very worst 
road in l^ortugal, and materially im- 
p<;ded the course of their operations, 
llieir object was to avoid, and by 
avoiding to turn, without risking 
an engagement, the position of the 
Bbnte de Marcella, by marching 
upon Coimbra; by this movement 

they threatened Lord W^hngton’s 
♦ »* ♦ 
rd^r on' the One hand* and Oporto on 

the other. But his Lordship pene- 
trating the4r design, made a rapid and 
brilliant movement by his left, and 
placed himself in the powerful posi- 
tion of Busaco, where I believe the 

^ i ii' 

enemy never expected to find him, 
^nd* ’where, perhaps A-onJ ignorance 
^io the extent of force which ’had 

been 
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been moved to this point, they made 
a most rash and fruitless attempt to 
carry his position^ It is needless to 
enter into any details of this affair, 
further than to state, that while the 
enemy’s force was considerably weak- 
ened, the spirits and confidence of 
the Allies were infinitely increased by 
the courage and steadiness displayed 
by the Portuguese troops. 

' > 

The enemy, however, having suc- 
ceeded in turning Lord Wellington’s 
Hank by a movement which the in- 
tended occupation of Sardao, if it 
could have been effected in time, 
might have prevented, or at least 
considerably delayed, rendered' the 
position of Pusaco no longer tena^ 

ble, syid Lor(f Wellingtbn retired . 

* » ^ * 

behind the Monde^, upon thp re* 

a infbrcements 
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inforcements which were marching^ 
to join him from Lisbon. This 
river, notwithstanding the assertions 
in the Moniteur of the ‘ superb po- 
sitions of the Mondego,’ affords, as is 
well known, no position which, con- 
sidered with a reference to the de- 
fence of Lisbon, may not be turned ; 
and consequently, when the enemy 
evinced an intention of advancing, 
his Lordship, in pursuance of his pre- 
vious resolutions, determined to retire 
before him, and not to attempt to 
make any serious stand till he had 

* r ^ i 

reaqhcd those positions nearer to Lis- 
bon, which he had before examined, 

a ** > 

and had caused to be fortified with 
erea't care, and which he conceived 
to such Natural and artificial 

'• ii' ‘‘ ' 

strength, as to justify his determina- 
tion there to await the collected efforts 

of 



( 19 ) 

of the enemy, and 'to contend for the 
ultimate deliverance of Portugal. 

Ab an additional security, exertions 
had been niade to deprive the country 
through which the enemy was to pass, 
and that which he wou Id at last be com- 
pelled to occupy, of those resources 
which otherwise would have been of 
great advantage to him. It is ob- 
vious, that it is extremely difficult, 

if not impossible, to render such 

* 

a measure completely efficacious. 
But Lord Wellington, knowing that 
the enemy had advanced without any 
magazines, and that in pursuance of 
the arrangements which had been pre- 
viously made, the enemy^s rear would 
be extremely harassed by the T^oitu- 
guesc militia^ felt persuaded that the 
B 2 more 
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more he could draw the French into 
the heart of the country, and the longer 
be could retain them there without 
exposing his own army to hazard, 
the more difficult would their situa- 
tion become, and the more unequal 
would they prove to subsequent ope- 
rations. 

He therefore most wisely and ju- 
diciously, and consistently with all 
% 

his previous opinions and proceed- 
ings, adopted the coQrse which I have 
described; and, having caused to the 
French army a loss incalculably greater 
than that suffered by his^ own, he has 
placed him^lf and the enemy in a 
situatiqn anxious and cjritlca], it must 
he confessed, from the inprportance of 
the interests at stak0, b^t which, from 
h^g gres^tly misunderstoi^, occa- 
sioned 
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sioned much oo the one side of unrea- 
sonable ho'pe» and on the other of 
unnecessary despondency. 

As soon as it was known that 
Lord Wellington had retired in se- 
curity to his present position, and 
that the enemy, being considerablj’^ 
straitened for' provisions, and ha- 
rassed upon his right and rear, had' 
not ventured to attack the allied 
army, (which his rapid advance seem- 
ed to p omise that he would not have 
delayed to do,) the most sanguine 
and extravagant* hopes were enter- 
tained. It was universally supposed 
that Massena would eithef be starved 
into a ‘surrender, or, at least, compelled 
by famine immediately to' retreat wilJi 
a dreadful' ah'd irreparable loss ; '•and 
many, who five months before had 
B 3 prophesied 
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propbj3S,ied the expulsion, and even 
the capture, of the British army, 
were n<?w ready to censure and to vi- 
lify its General because he did not 
(by what means it was to be done 
those critics did not state) make the 
French General and his whole army 
piji^ppers of war. Now, I think I may 
venture to assert, that Lord Welling- 
ton has never written a single line, 
or uttered a single word which 
cpul<ijq0fy,so absurd and unreason- 
,ablpj|in expectation; and I would 
appeal, to the liberal feelings of 
inankiad, whether it be not, at" the 
(to speak mildly of it) 
' dif P^introent arising 

, hopes to the account of a gallant 

\ Wu". OJiUlt,* i" HliJ. r.i 

.officer, the final effect of whose ope- 
rations cannot yet be fully ascertained. 

Lord 
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ll<ord Wellington, it is true, tells ua, 
that, from* all the accounts which he 
receives, the enemy find? considerable 
difficulty in procuring supplies, and- 
that he is much harassed on his right 
and rear ; but what man of sense, 
what military man is there, who would 
thence conclude that the French 
army was in a state to be starved 
into surrender ? We have on reedrd 
numberless instances of crews of ships 
and of extensive garrisons subsist- 
ing for a considerable period ^ upon 
short allowances, and yet retaining 
•their spirits and courage to the !a§t: 
but such vague notions exist ih this 
country, (which has hot fo^ hges' b^eii 
the seat of war,) With regard to What an 
army can or cannot Vlb, ihat althbitigh 
we inay lament^ we cslhnot at 

, b 4 ‘any 
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any errors which prevail tfpon these 
subjects. 

It has also been argued, by those 
who are disappointed, that Lord 
Wellington is inconsistent, when he 
says* ‘ tJiat the enemy occupies no 
more ground than he stands upon 
whereas it appears that in fact he has 
pushed a corps across the Zezere, and 
opened thereby a new source of sup- 
ply. iNow X4ord Wellington appears 
to me to be perfectly accurate in his 
statement ; he does not mean to say, 
.nor. does he say, that Massena could 
not.havEiej^fcsd a communicatton with 
other* neighbouring districts, but he 
oaySj'T^ith great trdtH that ao far from 
{having' subdued wlien ho bad over-run 
the country, be couW not without 

>i such 
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such a direct .application of his» forces 
attaifi such communications ; that a 
hostile population surrounded and 
even pressed upon the "outpost^ of his 
armies ; that his hospitals were taken, 
and his sick and wounded ntade pfi- 
sonersy within a few leagues of his 
head-quarters ; and that his route 
through the whole kingdom was 
marked, not by any acquiescence, 
either of fear or favour, in his* powers 
but by a most determined and vigd- 
rous hostility. 

In such a position of the enemy* 

and in such a. state of the country. 

Lord ’Wellington’s assertion is true 
* » 
ill the. spirit, and even in' the^ let* 

ter; for, adnbitting • that by. .large 
detachments Massena is enabled to 
push to a distant point, arid to ob- 
tain 
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tain supplies by nieie military power, 
it is obnous that such an extension 
of force implies an extension of the 
ground upon which the army stnnds : 
but does it thence follow, that, in> 
dependent of the presence of the 
Prencli army, any portion of the 
country is under their controul ? — this 
point may be thus illustrated; Mas- 
sena, by pushing a corps across the 
Zozere, has extended his position, 
'and njay draw^from the country so 
occupied the resources which it con- 
t^ns;^^ut still his supplies are limited 
to pxtent, and can oi^lyjbecotem- 
such occupation; whereas 
in ^pnany or Italy, 'where the com- 
tunn^^ationisi to the French armies have 
ajwjaya ‘/ecOi ^here maga- 
hay^ been iforme4 either previ- 
during the course of the 


paign. 
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paigiij the order ofa tnere 
without the application of any militarj 
force, has been sufficient tn ^tocure 
the necessary supplies, drawn, in sotne 
degree at least, from tracts of country 
not occupied, strictly Speaking, 'by 
the army, and therefore not form- 
ing part of the ground upon which 
it may be said to stand. 

A * 

What has been stated with respect 
to Massena*s means of fottmg a 
communication for the purpohc bf 
procuring provisions*' will "also 'ajp- 
ply to his power of retteafifag‘^]ft*om 
Portugal altogether, if he 
it necessary to do 'W. Noj'ohC,^ in- 
deed, Who has'sfu^ied niiKiJary'hf^tbty, 
could have supposed thkf a grteat drtby, 
conducted Hy a braye* sMfful 
cbhimander (dbd sudh' uiidbblft^Iy 
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wre File|iek«ftn»y and its general), 
would sufier itself to be detained in a 
fi;(ed^positi(»n» till it was starved into 
aanrrender? a retreat must be almost 
necessarily ^accompanied with more or 
1^ disaster and loss ; but no general, 
fertile in the resourcses of war, will suf- 
fer his retreat to be entirely cut off, un- 
less the superiority of his opponent’s 
numbers be so great as to render use- 
less tho' utmost exertion of skill and 
courage* by opposing to him an 
equal' fwce on every side to which 
bis eotarse could be directed ; and 
we may be perfectly sure that no 
sitchig^eral will ever commence a re- 
treat* and particularly in difficult cir- 
cumstances, tin he finds it indispen- 
Bal^y^ aecessary^ ^ These bbseriations 
suty**^! ^.ihhdiCr' ^ew» wfi^ are 

finally 



( 29 ) 

finally disappointed in the result of 
the campaign, as far at least hs r^rs 
to the capture of the enemy, or to his* 
immediate and total evacuaUon of the 
country, it will be in consequence of 
our own impatient and unreasonable 
hopes, not in consequence of Lord 
Wellington's conduct. ' 

It is now necessary to advert to the 
opinions of those, who, having through- 
out looked upon the camjmign as hope- 
less, are now disposed to view the situa- 
tion of the Allies in a still moregloOmy 
light, and to accuse Lord Wellington of 
having undertaken more than he eati 
execute^ in undertaking the defence 

of PortugaK ' J ‘ 

• 1 * » ^ 

It is to be observed that persons of 
this description are no lesK sevtke In 

their 
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tbek animadversions upon his Lord> 
ahip'a conduct, than thps^ V^hose 
diasatiftfaction arises from the feeling 
’ to which i the preceding arguments ap- 
ply. They admit of course that Lord 
Wellington has succeeded in efTect- 
I Ing his retreat in safety to his position 
near Lisbon, although they prophe- 
sied long since that it could only be 
elQfeeted under the most aiHicting cir- 
cumstances ; but they ask, has he effect- 
ed his object of defending Portugal ? 
Jis he imt shut up in a nook of the 
‘COun.try, and compelled, tp derive all 
hia-sppph^s from Lisbon?. Gan he 
ppe^entfthe eppmy from f^ejving^ re- 
4ii^]iecinpnts ? A¥pnot,iieinforf^ments 
vaptua%,;<>n their mai^h.tpjj9jp him ? 
>43ai|»he Fjeskt whan/ thegg^am all 

to 
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to the cause of Spain by his conduct 
during the campaign ? I will endea- 
vour to examine the force of these 
different questions. To the first, I 
answer, yes ; for as long as he is able 
to maintain his position before Lis- 
bon, (which, be it remembered, is the 
spot on which it was always intended * 
to make the final stand for the libe- 
ration of Portugal,) the enemy cannot 
be said to have conquered the coun- 
try, or to be themselves free from dif- 
ficulty, ’or even from danger. I shall 
presently consider the question with 
a ‘reference to reinforcements; but in 
the mean time, 1 think I am justified 
in saying, that in the present situation 
of the French they are harassed on 
almok every point, nor cart ' they 
venture, with tlreir pttesent to 

mahe any ' strong or |)fcrmliBfebt de- 
tachments 
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tachmentS' capable’ of disarming the 

4 iKi t. . ! -'i h . 


cd^iryf afld df cli^rftig ^^iehiselves 
froHf ntRfe warms of enemies which 
are-iMletote^'Idund them. , Lori^ 

hitherto suc- 
ceedhd'^^ ^el^ti'dihg Portugal, and in 
thi^^^v%'*j)reiifsiely4n tl^ de- 

fence- ^' isriphally plknned ; ind 
the?^e\iiijfey iaHed m con- 

^ ki^d ^ MiteS^ precisely dii 
accofif^ and dllBbolPi 

ties t^liMlI had* fore* 

seed* slid^crdited^d obstruct' ^im.'^ ' ' 


Bid? i^^CTidfyi ilf is asked, is riot 
WelJIrt^^tol^^hft np in aMo&i^ of tiie\ 
conotif^^,' all 


‘nfis-'true'' 
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bat it is trm j;<or4 W^* 

lington's comi9S[¥;iik!^»tioti is openi wi^ 
fiveiy part pf tbe^ country, 
tbat where Frepch va»j stipi4>i^ji, 
that he is at Hbeif^y to apply the te*? 
sources, of cvory descriptioiii from all 
Portugal* (with the above narrow e»*t 
ception,>to any point or objectw whmh 
he may deem eapediept; apd that the^ 
maiutenapce of bis commanding po#ir 
tion near the^capital, and the perfect 
security Of thpj^Uthern prpviiip^^grve 
consistency and confid^ce to the pa^ 
triotic spirit and the active : 

of all the other parts of 
a shrewd o|serHatiot| pf those critioi^, 
thid' lird Wplliiigtop^ 
one nieitcf 
how xk em 

iiiit it trooMJiRte -Ihms 










pmmt and t 1m 



.to tftve and 

spirit , which guide « hid , proceedings, 

pervade the whole fcittgaomj tind re- 

-n?;.,'ynp:v ,i;i'i^K4' inj - -'■ !>.■ '<■ 

cOive po-operatioh and respect from 

i^pit :3f3v l»T .ii ■„,■ •, i\ . ,s>. . ■= 

Ja^hhdniniops * I«6rd Welling* 

■/'.‘H''"'.'. 1. 1 *ii ■;-« '’u'l'.-Z. ■': '•.*■*■'■ ' 

' ton ; is ; l^rres Vedrad, but what 
, spot of ifertugai'fs it'tO^hich his in* 
Jluenee dopshoi Ojcthhd r 

'nP '« ‘ i f ’ t , i - J 


- > mtji to ? his Lordship s 

derivittgi'dlf^^his, anoplies from Lis* 

jjviJTj.'i 'r^y-np rs-'L 

bohi It <iew;her tPovO' nor. led/ than 

d^^wih^ them from hisi grand nia- 


a^er tfi.e mreumstancje'’ of Lord wel- 
Imgtop's neighbourhood ‘ to Lifbon 
a#. Very v advaMageOos wth regard 



[1 ^ f 

p'TT.V ';■ ■; 
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the ixi{ 

^ i 

whiph, 

AlejQtejo and the kingdom Afgarte 
would, ID atty case, be most coDveni- 

1 , -f** t ♦ > i 

ently, and i might almost say, ne-* 
cessarily collected at IlistJon, VliicH 
port, adverting to the complete cdm-^ 

mand whiclji we have bf the sea atid 

^ ^ 'u ^ r 

the mouth of the Tagus, seems, by 
its situation, calculated to be, ip, any 
plan of campaign which could ho 
adopted, the great magazine and ^e<« 
pdt of the country. 


f < 

The enemy, on the other hand, hav- 
ing advanced into Portugal withoutany 
magazines, mnst derive his supplies' 
hfom the ground .whicli* h^^periha- 

. ."'/J -.‘■I oi . 

neatly jDCcupie8,..orr for 

pnrpoae^'nvefsuns; and wboevei^Cotisi>* 

O w Qt* 


de^tnidi 


V»iii 

pOjpuiatmn '4 


< a 



population for above ^even mootUs in 


a Jn'iVO iii» !«.► ?JU*> U? 

ic vMr. may cu^ily conceive, that 

ipui 1 J «' wJuiV 

these resources must, sooner or later, 

oo VO Bu/t J’‘ V ft " 

be exhausted, when applied to the 

mb .to 

subsistence of a, great army, and cx- 

rtolihtuvA • < j! M-, 

posed to the waste which invariably 

■’in * j , .r 

accompanies .such an application of 
the nrbauce of a country. So fat, 

hliXl 'S.’t, *< *t, )!., 

therefore, as the mere question of suh- 

4‘:»iUjiu i ' » fw ‘ » 

j^re|3ce^g^,^it is»l apprehend, quite 

evident, that, at the present moment, 

.an iLnvi> '*&v ^ IV) I 

liorjd WellingtoQ is in a much better 

ii uiio. ; K>T V Hi , 

situation than his adversary. 

.rimusoq e to fh^n* 1 . ‘O.a'.v* 
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liOrdship to embark ; or at all events, 
enable the French to extend Their 

iiv, >r^ f .~ht:j a'VJtuorf'n jdi 

positions with security^, and by oc~ 

cupying a larger portioif of tlic 

“ ' « Tt » 

country, to cover the formation of 
magazines and protect the regylar 
transport of convoys^. With regard tp 

^ r # If <i 0 ** V 

the first point, that of attacking Lor<l 

„i ... . , , . i’ .» »!?/»-. 

Wellington with advantage, I rather 
condeive that neither I ndr those 
who censure, ean speak' with ,any 

. ^ 'v <* ' j ^ 

certainty. In order to form a ju$t 

Li* 

estimate of the strength ot a position, 
it is necessary to have the most accu- 
rate knowledge its locali^Votffee 


It IS necessary to nave tne most accu- 
rate knowledge its locali^Votffee 
4 zi} la i«/n 

number and nature of the rpads by 

iAl w :: .o >50/13^41^ dlipo ee? 

which it can be attacked ; of the 

iliiKie 

poinfe' which constitute its aecuri^^ 


Ipq s no^mlia 
the* number of 
^id faofljqo bitj 
sary tor its def 


men which ate necesr 
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ber and qualit^r of those actually as- 
sembled in it. Upon these points, I 

* 

cannot pretend to speak with ac- 
curacy ; but it seems generally ad- 
mitted, that it is a position of very* 
great strength ; and there needs no 
greater proof of this, than the sud- 
den stop which it has put to the 
operations of the enemy, and the 
necessity under which he seems to 
labour of drawing reinforcements from 
other quarters: and with regard to 
the troops which are assembled in it, 
I think no doubt can exist of their 
excellent quality, and of their general 
competency to meet thp enemy when- 
ever a fit opportunity may be given 
them., ’ With the exa,mple of Busaco 
before -their eyes, levery thing that 
srdibur can, achieve may, reason- 
ably be expected in such a conflict; 

although, 
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altliough, of course, the uuccrlainty 
which iiccompanies the events of war 
ill general cannot be removed from 
this individual case. 'I’he reinforce- 
ments to which I have alludetl, if they 
either join Marshal Massena or take 
up such positions in direct communi- 
cation with him as may enable him to 
command a more extensive tract of 
country, will thus far furnish him with 
various advantages whicii he does not 
at present possess: but, unless they 
aic of such strength as to enable iiiin 
completely to rejiress the operations 
of the iiTegulur force by wliich thc 
kVcnch position is uoiv so much ha- 
rassed, and to drive Lord Wellington 
from the country, 1 confess^ 1 do not 
see hoiv the conquest of Portugal can 
fairly be considered as achiqycd,. and 
the professed object- of Lprd. Wel- 
r 4 Jington 



( 40 ) 

^in^ton^ as defeated : and unless they 
enable the enemy, as before stated, tp 
cover the formation of magazines and 
protect the transport of convoys, they 
will not relieve him from his embar- 
raspments in this respect, which, on 
the contrary, will increase in propor- 
tion to the increased number of 
mouths to consume the existing re- 
sources. I shall not enter into a dis- 
cussion of the more or less probability 
of Massena’s bjsing joined by rein- 
forcen^en,ts to, any great amount, as J 
am willjpg,t« give, those, whose argu-. 
ments | am combating, fall ad-^ 
suppositiop upon this 
, Bptjt U not to 5 be forgotten,' 

reinforce- 
«|¥afters, amoupts< 

of 
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of Portugal has been found^’ pei-haps 
I should rather say ma^e^ \mequal 
to the task: and we are, therefore, 
justified in concluding, that the calcu- 
lations upon which Lord Wellington 
built his opinion of the defensibilily 
of Portugal against that force were 
rational and sound : and fuither it 
is to be observed, that upon the 
supposition of the necessity of these 
reinforcements to enable Massena 
completely to repress the operations 
of tlie Portuguese militia add pea- 
santry, and to expel the British, every 
man, thus added to the French army, 
must be coni^d'eredas subtracted from' 
the olfensive means of the efiemj^'iil 
Spain, and that therefore thte* mainte-* 
n'hnce df Lord Wellington's pbsktdh 

■e 

will operate a)s a’most lttiportant'^di\*'er-‘ 
Sion ih fhvourof thatphW ofthepenitt- 

sula. 
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siiJav bjf detaining in front of Lisbon, in 
a state t)f comparative inactivity, and 
in a certain degree of deterioration, an 
immense French army, a large propor- 
tion of which might otherwise be em- 
ployed, either in disarming and redu- 
cing to subjection the remainder of 
Portugal; in occupying and securing 
the north: western provinces of Spain; 
in reducing the remaining fortresses of 
Catalonia ; in making a decisive at- 
tack upon Valencia; or finally in sup- 
porting, and perhaps terminating suc- 
cesgrfuUyi the siege of Cadiz. 

' > ' s 

In drawing pp this slight sketch of 
operattons of the campaign in Portu-* 
gah t&bdnn making such obsei vations 
as occurred tp mejupon the sub- 
.have purposely, 4^bstained/i*oni 
:eid^£ing :Upp]|ttiG quesl^ioa pf the 
' ‘ ' neral 
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ncral policy of eimplbying a British 
force in the pcninstila, or of uiKlerta-^ 
king to officer and to pay a large pro* 
portion of the Portuguese army : these 
are questions which refer more purti- 
'cularly to the conduct of the govern- 
ment at home by whom they are dc?- 
cided, and, to what may be called* 
the politics of war. My object has 
in this instance been to do justice 
to a great officer, and to rescue 
his character from the insinuated 
and siircastic censure of some, 
and the direct bblotfuy of others ; 
and whilst attempting to moderate the 
extravagant expectations of the san- 
guine, to discountenance at tlie same 
time. apprehensions of. the ■de- 
spondent. It is impossible fdt 
say hbtv far I niay ' have, sheceedee^ih 

have 



tlies^ ' latter objects' r 
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have been able shew that 'the con- 
duct o!f Lord Wellington has been 
throughout consistent and systematic, 
that he foresaw, or at least acted as if 
he had foreseen, the course that the 
campaign would take, and that the 
relative situations in which the eon- 
tehding parties find themselves, are, 
with reference to the present cam- 
paign, as favourable to the English as 
distressing and discouraging to the 
French' army. 

’ H0W long we ttittV be able to tnain- 
a Ibotingdn ihe peninsula, to itt- 
sphl^oonfidenee bjr our' presence, and 
pNitneitb activity* ' by our councils 
exam jde, it is not for me, of 
I should think foiahylii^UsOnable manV 
to venture to predict : but every hour 
that we do remain, every day by which 
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the cqitifipaign is lengthened, give, 1 
will not say, a greater chance merely, 
but a ground of more conhdent hope 
of final success. Austria was subdued 
in a month, Prussia in a day. For 
two years and a half the war in the 
peninsula has lasted, and Spain and 
Portugal arc yet unconquered: sun}^a 
contest in such a cause will not, I 
trust, be abandoned while the power 
of continuing it, in any degree and 
in any quarter, remains and I atp' 
convinced that the conduct of Lord 
Wellington, not unifornaly d^triftglpr 
uniformly defousive, bqt, eqticrprisif^* 
or cautipu5,,as the vqidons,i(e#fs:wn>-i. 
stances require, is hy, 
peninsula is to ,be sav©d< if? its«pidva*. 
tipn is within human powpr. 


JUKC. 



( 46 ) 


Dec. 8th, 1810. 

1\ S. Tli« foregoing observations 
were written before intelligence was 
received that Marshal Massena had 
retired from his advanced position in 
front of Lord Wellington, and had 
established himself at Saiitareni, It 

docs not appear to me that this cir- 

% 

enmstance alters the view which I 
have endeavoured to give qf the cam- 
paign ; it, on the contrary, confirms 
(as far aa it affects) the statements 
which 1 have made; but 1 do not, 
in the view which/ I am at this 
distance enabled to take of this event, 
- think -%that 1. should be authorised 
in nfbributing to it shch immediate 
cmd direct importanice a& the public 
feehn^^^etns to have done— it is,^per- 
hsIiSf'ihe ccUnmeiic^mcnt of ocewr- 

.•^ * ** \ ' v * 


rcnccb 
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fences of great moment and value; 
but considered as a single portion of 
the campaign, I can venture to de- 
duce from it nothing more, than that 
in tlic views and intentions with which 
IMavsIial Alasscna advanced to his 
position at Villa Franca, he has been 
deceived and foih'd.aud that the pru- 
dence and ability of Lord Welling- 
ton’s arrangements are, to this point,* 
confirmed l>v experience. I’he cam- 
paign, us at first contemplated, is at 
an end. Lord Wellington bad taken 
up his position, and Massena, after 
pusliing forward with, every- de-‘ 
monstration of a resolution to as-, 
sail it, has not ventured upon t4ie. 
attempt ; to this extent, tixerefofie, 1^- 
rapid advance seems to have been un- 
availing, and his designs to 

have failed.— ‘What other ^imi^tipf 

proceeding, 
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proceeding, what new measures the 
French, and, in opposition to them, 
Lord Wellington may think fit to 
adopt, we have no means of know> 
ing, and no grounds *evcn of cv,n- 
jecturilig i and as to the result, it 
would be falling into the very error 
which 1 have endeavonrrd to correct, 
if I were to suffer my entire confi- 
dence iu TiOrd Wellington and Ins 
army, and luy anxious feelings foi' 
my country’s glory, to betray me into 
brilliant anlicijiations and predictions, 
tlie value of which, my knowh'dge of 
the actual state of the armies, and 
•f the views of their leaders, under 
tbefte new eireumstancey, would not 
tenable me to substantiate, 

run ENt». 


bv C. Tlotwth, 
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BJlITiSm AltajY IN SPAIN. 



PRICE TIIUEE SmUJNCS. 




PREFATOMY IlYEA 


What cjiuspiI tlic recent expedition to Spain i* 
Runii»ur. Wliich averred that the '‘universal'" 
Spanish inonarehy, would take up arms, as one 
man. to resist the usurpation of Napoleon 
it (bus proNctl'^ No!— Then Jtnniour is a mea- 
sur('i(’ss liar, and so far rroni Ix'in^ ofteii in the 
»i;rht, slie is almost ever in (he wronj^; the inis- 
chief she has perjudrated in the parisii^ is beyond 
hiunan calculation 1o aseertaim 

U Ijat made the late administration send Ad- 
miral Dnekwortli to break Jiis head ae;'aiijst the 
ro^ ks of the Dardanelles? Rumour! — What 
made them stnul Mi, Whiteloeke 1(» Rneno'i 
Au(‘s, to marniest (o our shame, and that lie 
was no soldier? flmiunu ! — hi truth, there is 
iio station wludly her tVoni her ]»a!U‘fnl sor- 
ceries; slur intrets tfie atmosphere we breailie^ 
and our faculties are perverted by her inaligii 
industrv. 

Das slic not wawdered from policy to morals^ 
and tainted the purity of t{u3 liest orders of 
men? Had she not the cruel audacity to affirm, 
that it was a liml) of the Vice Soci< ty/' who 
caused the late conflagration at the theatreS;» in 
order to catch all the strumpets of the metro- 
polis, as it were, in two traps ! — Monstrous in- 
sinuation : 

A 3 
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In lliat whirlwind of false rlanionr, which never 
stops to pause, are loid, (ju ihe arrival of 
(Mery vessel iVoni the I’nileil 8lai<’s, that there 
i*- a uuiveiMal commotion amonjj;^* th(‘ |Ha)pl(‘^ rc- 
lative' to llie (mibarj^O;, and that the measure' 
must he a!)a)ule)jied; whereas if tlie^v ' ould but 
(!e‘ii»n to pondi'r fur one niome.‘nt^ tliew must 
know, that alllunifi^lu in Enre^[u\ the' (J(>\eni- 
memts aie' ('very tliini;', ainl thei [)ee)pl(‘ are nej- 
(!nne; ui Ame'riea, Hie [x'e^pli' are ever) tluni>‘. 
and Uie (io\e‘rnment is nedhin^' ; as the' electeu’s 
take tlu' privilege'^ aiinuaHv, of naming; ihcu 
lepre sentatn es, and ieuligoantly e asliit r ilmse^ 
wile) are not hunt's! in liuir aine?. 

We find by Mr. Canniio^-s reply to IVTr. l^em- 
soiiby, in tlj<i House of Commons, on |bc iiSth of 
Feliruaiv, thiit the Ministir fe>r Foreii>;n Af- 
fairs ee)u!d not absohitely cienv , tliat iLe Spa- 
jiiarels had re fused tn adnof trooj)s intek 

Cadiz ; some expeetation may tJieredore be r('a- 
sonably I'ouue J, that t!ie !? irlrjur will be <vpent*i! 
to the Fre'ih'li, «aUlioi!jj::h It is shut to us '' tlieir 
mau’ii'inimous alJie s/^ 

It is <!iis ('<;T(‘j!;i()us, (»iit fomiitlablo J^ady Rii 
moiir, \\!io bcwildois Ibe Iij,iiiiaa iiilcllccf, by 
phu iiig coiTCspuiidcnts on the shores of the Eitjj 
of' Bisanj : mJio saw every ihinj;', but wliat oc- 
curred, and related every fbinii'j but what was 
true! Slie has literary nianuiaetorics all over 
the Europeau CoiitineiiE in tbe wilds of Anio- 
rica, on the burning sands of Afrieaj and among 
the Gciitoos of the Indies. Hence those won- 



dcTfiil accoimfs fiom Washinjrlon TJ(Mi 2 i:aI, Con 
♦jtantiDoplo, Vienna, Rerlin, lloll:<iul, (iottou- 
[Vtersbiirj»:h, ai.d KaniskaU'a. From 
ihose creii1i\e 1he\ ponianl prim in 

Rus-^ia, and llinisi R<)r:aj>arf(‘ in(o Ihe vi'-ceia of 
a rroeodil(‘ ' Fmboby arrnt^'^ ^*n ami in- 

siirrectitips in Un' soui't, [)et mission of 

the ])aidie^, or f!ie know b‘d<i:n oT a bed fellow ; 
and !)y way of annisenient, Iniiisporl a 
na!K)b npon ^iu‘ lani!;s of a loval hevr, bbo.m 
the>!e iiiiliUiniKitcn y ^oi!rre >5 issue /ho.a* a 
inc; epistles, wbi<*h ar<‘ so irreedilv p^'niscal on 
(Im' Stock Fxchaiiire, <]irou?>b patent speetarb's, 
to the sat fact ion of tln^ /w///v, i'rtd tin* discoin- 
liture of the Incurs; ami wiiat is aillictivi* to 
relate, iiptm such frail Icslinioniais, d(*p(nuls the 
ascent or tle[)ress!oii of tin* ni<*r<*i!rv oi‘ [)ubbc 
opinion ! — What a boundless stoniacb for no- 
velty lias Jioncst Jobri l?ull? 

As Ruinonr knows there is an exIrrM, ai^utd 
expectation anK)n;>’ the vnlG;ar, that Princes 
should bo iiilinitidy nioia* tluiii mortal ; she 
has resolved^ l>y tl»e ai>;eiiey of her slaves, to 
make them somewliat less than men — lienee 
have arisen tlios^' multifarious chargee's, wliich 
the many have embraced, but which continnpt 
should have destroyed. She has opinied a raree 
show for royal iiupei fi*rtions, in the Forum, 
whici) every one is compelled to view^ througli 
the miscroseope of spleen ! We can never be the 
apologists for folly, but wc cannot subscribe to 
partial oppression, for party views. 

A 4 
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Mrs, Rumour has now led us into a fabulous 
illiistr.^ijoii about a Cock and a Bull ! — He has 
swallo ved two black cro\v^>, said Conunoii Re- 
port : 1 infonaed vou it \v‘d>, l)ut one, rejoined 
KA>aj;g(‘rutioi] : You are wrong likewise, added 
Curio.siiy, as I told you merely, it was .^^rnething 
as black as a crow' ! 

Thus it is w ith the Duke of York — he hath 
participated with a courtezan, in selling comis- 
of arnn , roared iVIalice, and carried 
awa> tliC inoia y in his coat pocket. That is not 
corre ct, Jidtied Detraction ; I only said, llial lie 
participated with hi^ mistress, in the sale of 
commissions, l)ut not asyllahh' about the money. 
You ar(‘ in Cl ror also, concluded Reason, as I 
sinij)Iy declared, tliat his mistress used the sem- 
blance of his authority to sidl placa^s in (diurch 
and State ; and thus it continually will be, wliilc 
onr frailties nuil.e us sul>s(Tvien( to l)eauty, and 
tlie tend(!r passion holds dorniiiion in llu; heart, 
lie who denies tlie Irutli of lids [fosilion, is aa 
hypocrite: and he who docs not I'cei it. is less 
tliaii a iiian. 

When the Duke, of ( 'Umberlaiid, who was 
uncle to his Majesty, was held in bondage by 
llie royy chains of Kitty iMshcr, it was notorious 
that she sold commissions in the army ; yet tln^rc 
Avas n.o preternatural coiuulsion of the earth! 
Madame du Bane used her iiitluence with 
Louis XY . for the same purpose. The late Coun- 
tess of Yarmoutli, who was the presumed c/icre 
amic of George the Second, made a market of the 
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peerage ! yet the sun and moon kept in their due 
eourso; nor did AflVctalion run about Mie sfre(‘lh\ 
howling hie ni‘^t r csl ! Riu' it noM seems tliat (he 
public morals are (o bo instantaneously white- 
washed by a de putation from Ibc V\ liig Club, aud 
Corruption is (o bo sent to Covoutry for over ! 

ir aii\ doubts wtoe ever eulertaiued of the 
iHKidulterated publlic spirit of that pluilanx of 
rLitiluts, to ulium tlu' fun'v |)assions ar(^ un- 
kiiowii, tluvse doubts we re removtal on tlieir ad-* 
niissiou ((^ po\^(*r. \Vo are o(]efidf‘(t by (ho want 
id* diH!n<(M'e"d('diH*ss in uumi who n^ade no 

Smasting on the viiiuc ; but w'C are insulted and 
olfended, by (hose who 

Hold lilt* proniiV to our ear, 

}»ul break il to oui !ic»pe ! 

iji the better ()#M’io(ls of Briti.di history, men 
argued from their principles; they now argiui 
IVoni (heir subtlety. 

Wliat species of cUitliority is not aljused ? 
Where dot's not tlio cuiront of \iec prevail^ 
1 tremble for (be fate of ray country, when dis- 
simuiatiou assumes the scales of justice ’— Is not 
the standard of Immorality unfurled, and waving 
in c\ery direclioiy, yiorc horribly portentous tlian 
tlu 3 ensigns of Attila, from the toilette of the 
countess, to the cabin on the nmor ? 1 ha\ e 

witnessed as much reputsioii, in denieanimr, and 
blasphemy in speech, from the smock- frocki'd 
lurchers of a village, as among the veriest ruf- 
fians in the purlieus of St. Ciles! I'hc dissolute 
contagion changes hands in the social dance ; 
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runnin«»* from tlir io ihr low in morals, ;nul 
(Voin tli(‘ low lo tlir. Jnii'li in maatici's ; in t!u‘ 
of whicli, rn‘‘<ir allcrls lo be a lilxnlino, 
and the o a !iaeLtie\ -coaeliinan ! - -We 

i easoiialyl y exjxM't ji man to hr iinin- 
t'ected in a [)estileiiee, as to se('k foi » -ndex iat inii; 
purity in tlie a^'c'ney of tiieoe times, wlnm (In* 
altribuh's of a (iKN^LEMW ar(‘ sinbim;*, mo 
numtarily, i:do clecav ! 


LOIU) l ALMOljTIl AM) M\l. IH LIFAKV. 

Tni: Inerative sinecure of ('mejuander ol' <hr 
Troop of Goilh^ma Pcnsior.m: h*eeame vacant . in 
the administration of (he I )uke oi* Nf wt nstlt^ , and 
it was promised to a i^allant Crer.era!, wdso had no 
reconnnendation ]>iit what appert'tireed io hiM 
military merits, vvliich were of the hie^he t eon- 
sideratioii to his eoiintry. Beiore the inve-ntnre 
had oecurred, tlie late* Lord Falmouth waited 
upon (lie minister, iVfr. Piilteney, and the follow - 
ing’ conversation liappeiied. 

Lord hhvLMOUTH. — j\Fr. l^nlteney, your sf'r- 
vant. IM y service's to tlic camntry; jjlisa’ it is 
the admiiiist l ation 1 iir'an, embolden nje to ask 
the vacant place o£ Lajdaiu of llie Ccntlcinen 
Pensioners. 

iMr. PLnTEM:r. — Ills Majesty^s Government^ 
iny Lord^ are perteetiy aware of your Lordship's 
yeal and importance, but the situation in ques- 
tion has been unluckily promised io General* . 

Lord Falmouth. — M r. Pultcney, I am not a 
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uiau of many words; bid 30U will t'rollocl (iiat 

1 liaM^ <\V(> bor()iO!;bs. 

Air. Vt I/r^:^K^ I fJract' will 

be di^trcssul Im y^au! ok isine a( brine; < oinj)elled 
to refn^r \<nir Ijord^dnj) ain. ihn 5 ^c: bid Lbe ollirc' 
bi‘iij^* ali i ad \ proipi'^t d bo a i;'( nlinnati u lio slands 
'-o Ink'll in (lu! sealc^ oi' noiibnal lionor. — (An in- 

fiord I’vf. Moi 'ir — '; r ibibnun, n rollect 
lha< 1 Jvi\e i \^ o bt>rj.r‘ \\ : 

Air. rii/Ti-M:'. . - \<PTr ^/'rdsbip's inerds 
nr(' so iiulispiilable. 5 v.Hi speak Jo !;ss (uacc 
jniujediabdy upon tb<^ .^ubjrrt Alnnid e\erv 
othi.r bonus of f ioNanunml is at your Lordsbiibs 

feet, but this liavine; been so noloriousl y d'spo-ed 
(‘f to a ehiiinajit of iuUr- 

t'upliou.) 

lA>rd ¥ \ LMOUTU ,-- ( l/i n 7ifnrc rmphntir inuc.) 
Sir, >011 s(‘rni to foriret Ibat I hjivi^two Ijorou vbs' 

Air. Pi i/rKM.Y. — Say no snore, my ]a)rd, m 
I will (‘iideaNonr It) make an sirrany/niaiij vn’M: 
liiS (fr:ic(‘.- — ISer(‘ the ronversab'>ii teriniinitt'd, 
aiul the next day In', I^ordshij) isad itoin e of his 
beine; appointed to llie post of [>ro(n. 

"jdiis happe ned diirine; l!u* reie,*n of Gcoi'p^c the 
Second ; and whether tJie per\{ rsi ui of right is 
eflected by the inllnence of a inistri'ss, or a rotten 
borough, we uidnippily lind that undue intlinaice 
has ever prevailed, and, we fear, eve r will. 

We have wandered, in some d(*gree, to resist 
and explain those pernicious attempts which have 
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bmi so loudly enforced to discolour the actions 
of (lie higher orders of the Slate. I'liat our 
princes and uoble^s arc not precisely what sucli 
pcrso!nig(^ should be, we arc willing to admit: 
bul we are (iisgusl<‘d wi(Ii tlic continued clamour 
that Minis at (licir extim tion, b('.ca they arc 
notoriously frail. It is acknowledged, tnat the 
illustrious head of Ihe arniv is diligent in action, 
and kind in ex))r< ^sion; \ri lie is to be cashiered, 
f(>vs(K»lh, la caii lie is not jH'ccistdy qualihed for 
c*inir>iu/:o! son ^ Lbd C('!‘eral fouway or Lord 
A^inheisl riilsv {be annv Irie bm* ^ Do tlie im reasrd 
personal c,om!b;{s of the sobiiers form no recoin* 
mendalion lo naliunal gralitmie ? Do fin* ( xcel- 
b’lit i^lililury Eslabii.-iinieuls of Chelsea and 
IVIai low, [ilead nothing in extenuation of luuniin 
wcakuessrs ? — If tliev do not, wc may <‘xclaim to 
the Duke’s pursuers, as olahier aclmonisln'd 
the consjnratcfrs — Then }our cause is in a 
damned vvcy.’' — Let him who is perfect “ tlirow 
tin,' first stoiK’/' But the rage to degrade is as 
popular as it is o\crwlndniiiig ; and Mr. t\an- 
iiingwas correct Avlien he asserted, tJiat calumny 
has now assumed a feature of brutality that was 
unknown in former i liner, and wisigniiicaace fornis 
tli(‘ only security from its arrows ! 

Is it ill the contemplation of tlie Whigs and 
the yaintbood, to restore the Roiindlieads ? If it 
is, we will take tlie freedom to declare, that 
their reliance for resistance to imminent dangers, 
on the arm of the Spirit, will be illusory. Heroes 
are derived from a chivalrous mass of virtue and 
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imperfection conibim^d; and it is not " ' the New 
Lif»’hfs/' or “ our Lad , of Pilhin’ iliatcaii fur- 
nish a g;oveinin<>: do^ana, equal to the r\ii;rncirs 
arising from tli^' prcs<‘nc(? of a (Jallic bathduoK 
We see much iiiaf requires ref('rni, but \vc see 
little that \^e >visJi to destrt)V. It is an i^a-v af- 
fair to arnnbilah' the elMncnts of lespeet, but it 
^voubi ii<‘ o'inienU to restoia! harmonv from 
It Jjuos. Pivnaparte, i]i the jiiieri<Iian of iiis \vil<‘s, 
could n«)< fjave (ie%ised a surer nuMinun of ruin to 
Britain, Ilian !:as been conjured up bv t!u‘^ il b‘s^i- 
fimatn (odcry a'rain t tiu‘ Dufe of York. 

ll‘ ihe ( iiui^sarii s of accusation arc ])ennilt(*d 
to level tin' battery of rcjH'Ot>(* ac;aiT\st the olL 
spring' of falhddlily, tbe course oi' cmpiiry must 
be eternal ; as o!>j(*cfs of reprofd* will spring up 
faster tlian anned levies, from tin' teetli of* Lad- 
mus'.s draa^nn. TIic extravagance of <‘xprcta' 
tion will b(^ succeeded by disappoiutnienl ; and 
the nation will eventually sit down, and pant, 
like Diogenes, on the impossibility of finding a 
man untainted by error ! 

Ciivc* every i!uui iiis clesnis’. 

And who escape vv hipping? 

Nothing is so vasy as to excite resentment 
against tliose we envy : it is but suggesting an 
idle story, wliicli has no foundation^ and the ob- 
loquy shall be disseminated through the hamlet, 
with the celerity of electric fire ! The nieau and 
the unworthy will sit in judgment upon the lie; 
and the aggrieved party be condemned to igno- 
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exaininalioii into the substance of 

the allegation ! 

Many of our lords and our la(li(‘S arc so im- 
perfect tliat it \v(‘rc desirous tln'V sliould be 
better. Yet Avbrrc arc nobililv to bt*. founds 
who are actuated !)y jjarer motives.^ We liavc 
trav(illcd inucbj and have not found them. — Is 
it in Paris, Vienna, Madrid, or Petei>;'*»rgli^ 
that yon would search for their superiors in 
virtue? if you did, you would search in vain 
It is lamentahie tl.at there is a universal de- 
clension of mamn'i's. Rut in actions that de- 
mand the svx'ct eilii'iions of benevolence; when 
the bosom opens to give affliction shelter, there 
are no orde rs on earth who can run ])arallel with 
the British nobility ^ Were the frailties of the 
many placed on a proportionate scale, with the 
frailties of the //’CiC, the deleclion from morals 
would l)e more than balanced ; hut tlic publicity 
of rank, makes tlie ex|)o.sur(‘ partial ; and the 
censor cannot take cognizance when the perpe- 
trator is not known. 

Of the Prince, it may be truly said,, that 

Ilf is a mail, 
iMtar .simicd against, tliaii .sinning, 

u 

We are not prepared lo atliriTi tlial his llighnoss 
is iminaeiilatc : but wc have the evidence of his 
life to pr(»vc, that he is intelligent^ nicrcifub and 
noble. He has been doomed, in a long proba- 
tionary ordeal, to open that volume of bitterncssj 
whose pages may have “^an understanding, but 
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no foiigiie !’' Kcing too generous for suspieion, 
and too manly ft)r subterfuge^ lie eireuin- 
vented by b>poc^i^y, and {brown naked upoji bis 
cnetnies ! 

\moi)g those wlio have interested tluMnselves 
in the eause of Spain, tlie name of the Duke of 
Qiieensberi y, stands gloriously cons|)ieuous. 
This nobleman, who is now' descended into flic 
vale, of years, lias also been prominent for his 
gallantries. ^ et v.c find, when the tide of 
goodness Hows, (bat tberc^ is jioiur more willing 
to swell its diviiu' sireaui wiili the tribute of 
rharity! His receid olfeiings bowed in abun« 
dane(‘, like inaima in the wikhnniess, to cinder the 
objeets of public boiiuty. Me. mean no disre- 
spect to the rigid <d).-erver of forms, wlien we 
aveig tiiat we sJjouid Jrivc in<>re sincere reliance 
on the tender operations of liis gay, but feeling 
heart ; tlian on (hose puritanic orders, who arc so 
eager to weigh th<' merits of tin; claimant, by a 
severe decorimr In the embers of bis existence^ 
we discover tlmse (raits of magiiaiiimity which 
arise and s[)arivJ<' in the face of lieavim; and ele- 
vate the donor far above' tlie [iretensions of those 
iron moralists, who would tigbt-lacc the Jias- 
sion.s, and make our best energic's but secondary 
to the 7(*al of worldiv disciadion. Though his 
(iiace may feelingly exclaim with Horace, 

Ao}i sum ffuafis cram home svh rv^no Cynarce, 

TIk’ rcfollrctioii of liis jmst joys h<as not soured 
tin; ch4iiiiels of his sympathetic soul. VVe do 
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not write this as an excuse for meretriciousncssj 
but as a due qualification of the eventual ten- 
dencies of a livt'Iy nature. Then let the grizettes 
of Piccadilly pass rausler without an anathema 
from hypocrisy, or the Tabernacle. 

Thus counnon rumour is the buttress ofmalicc^, 
the nurse of journalists, and a common liar, from 
whose malif^nant inti ucnce none are exempt. The 
honor of a Moira: the courage of a Weliesb^y; 
and the hcaven-dirccfcd philanthropy of a Ro- 
milly, cannot secure them from her empoisoned 
shafts ! — Slic rests her lever^ with cruel address^ 
upon the atom of a fact^ and moves a world of 
cliaracter from its just basis ! She blew her de- 
ceptive clarion from the shores of Iberia, and 
called forth a nation to deeds of profitless adven- 
turc;, before the premises of tlic engagement were 
duly understood ! 

It is with the view of tearing the mask from 
the face of misrepresentation, and exhibiting (he 
actual state of the public mind in Spain^ that I 
have published the following irrefragable testi- 
monies. If they slioiild lead to the service of 
my country^ by removing its fatal prejudices, I 
sliall not have bestowed a few hours in vain. 



THE 


BRITISH ARMY IN SPAIN. 


DEAR SIR, 

Vou liavo carnohily requested me to fiirnisli you 
witli as correct a delail of our proceediiijj^s io 
Spai'i, duriog the last uiiforlueale military 
dition in that country^, a-* comes witliin my power: 
Beiii^ atfaelied to an ei^srotial depanouait in (hat. 
armament;, I shall candi'liy lay Ix fore you «o iinicii 
as I d('cm eonsi^dent viUi (iu(y, and inJiviiinal 
delicacy; and 1 shall ful.h! tiiis desire, ^^ifh an in* 
creased salisfaciion, in order to lefule many im or- 
reel statements A\hieh have b('(m ofi'eiaal to the 
Public^ tliruiigh the Journals of London, and 
more particularly th(‘ Ollicial Biil!Ltiji.i of the 
French Govcrumciit. 

We sailed from i^'almoutli, on Sunday, 0<‘t. 9, 
1808, at noon, witli a frcsli lueeze from N. W. — 
There were 150 transports in company, under 
convoy of La Loire and Amelia frigates. 

We arrived at Corunna, af(or a rapid and 
pleasant pas.oge, on Thursday, Oct. l.'llh — This 
was considered by all of us as one of the most 
happy voyages that was perhaps ever made, con- 
sidering the numbers and extent of the fleet. 
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As all (he Commissariat nccompaniecl the arniV;, 
v\e were cotiipelled to suiler man^ inconveniences 
ain! priva<i(»ns, which ^v(niid not inivc* happeiK'ih 
liati a portion, al lea^t, of liie Connnissarial pre- 
ecHh‘d Hn* cwpcilition. — No rafts having; been |)ro*' 
\idc(l lo acct'irralc I !i(‘ laiidijij;’ of \hc horses, much 
eoniV I - l(»^^s ensued. Tiiose noble animals 

v^ere lif^ d frorn tlie holds of (he transports, v here 
Viir) liad heiai nearly sii(l()ca((‘d byhcatatul fmlidit V ; 
and drojiped inio (he sea, 


hut, ' 

(o rnaht' the best of their way io ihe shore: by 
\^]iich sudden iinmersion many lu'came diseased^ 
and vv(‘r(' eventually lost to ihe service; whitdi 
would not have occurred, had an authorized pen - 
son l)e(ai s(o( previously to C()runna, to make the 
necessary arrangements for such a serious debark- 
alion. 

IJeing one^ among Ihe very fcAv, who under- 
stood tilt' Spanish language, 1 made it in some 
sort my l)usiness, on landings to walk among <he 
jteople of that cily^ and ascertain^ if possible, their 
real st'nUnu'tds tow ards us. 1 found tliem reserved, 
and, generally speaking, unwilling to talk much : 
it was in \aiii that 1 looked for that enthnsiasni 
which had been so loudly insisted upon by some 
persons in (^Ireal IJritaiii. They regarded ns very 
minutely, hut this survey seemed to partake less of 
admiration than envy. Tlie gay aiul gallant habi- 
limeiits and plumage of our battalions^ formed a 
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striking contrast with their formal and ii]i|)ovcrislio(l 
cosfuine: and they frequently looked at us, and 
then at tlicrns(‘!ves, with no elcMitcd .^ensafioiis of 
delight. 

J?ut r/zry was not the orly motive wlueh im- 
pelled them to forget wluil \\iis due to th.e laws of 
hospitality, and tlie'saered claims ap])ertainiiig to 
supplieat^'d alliance. Their acaricc was a most 
predoniiiiaut and disgusting feature in tlun’r cha- 
racter : — tlui aflraction of llritish guint‘as had 

i'ar siqjer.seded their considtnalioii f)r Hri(ish 
friendship, that on the second day after our arrival 
among tlierii, every article of sirhsistcnce was raised 
fifty per ant. ! 

Such was our reception at Corunna ! And I 
liave strong doubts wludher many of (lie inhabi- 
tants would not rather have seen us in any other 
place. At any rate^ there was no cordial welcome 
offered^ but tout a conlrairc ; and those who so 
warmly invited us to this cnterpii/(‘^ were either 
not sulliei(*ntly warranted in the measure, or else 
we cli.-played an eagerness in the undertaking not 
exactly corresponding with governing prudence, 
and ran forward with an oflering of kindness too 
precipitately. 1 fear that the sense of gratitude in 
the human breast is oJteii proportioned to the dif- 
ficulty of procuring the favor. 

Having discovered, by the 18(h of October, 
lhat our confidence in llie most material resources 
of Corunna, had far exceeded what it possessed, 
or rather, what it was willing lo advance^ Lieute- 
nant-General Sir David Baird, found it expedient 

u2 
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immediately to ’ detach a confidential person to 
Oporto, to raise the requisite supplies,^ 

ROUTE FROM CORUNNA TO OPORTO. 

First post — Ilervas; distance four leagues; ar- 
rived at 7 P.M. Oct. 18. 

Second po'«jt — St. Jago; distance six 1. /^riues ; 
arrived at S A. AT. Od. 19. 

Third post — Padroii ; distance three leagues ; 
arrived a( 7 l^.M. 

h'ourtli pos( — Ponh^ Vedra; distance six leagues; 
ai rived at 2 P. M. Oct. 20. 

Fifth ))ost — Ponte de St. Paio ; distance two 
leagues ; arrived at 7 P.M. 

Sixth post — Passed through Redondinho, to 
Pourinho; distance three leagues; arrived at 

11 A.M. 

Seventh post — Arrived at Tui, the frontier town 
of Spain, in Galicia, where they make the whitest 
and best bread in the world, and crossed the 
Minho to Valenca, the frontier town of Portugal, 
in the province of Entre Minho e Douro ; and 
from tlicncc I proceeded to Labruja; distance 
seven leagues; arrived at 9 P.M. 

Eiglith post — Arrived at Ponta de Lima ; distance 
two leagues ; arrived at 10 A.M. 

Ninth post — Came to IJarcelos ; distance five 
leagues; arrived at 6 P.M. — Passed through an 

* Quere . — Would it not have been more efficacious, in every 
respect, to have sent to England, in lieu of Oporto, to have gained 
similar advantages, without a heavy discount J 
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informed iatc post, called Casol dc Podra. — There is 
a solitary ijin at this place, where they make up 
for want of company by extortion, as they char 2 >ed 
me two dollars for a breakfast f'or my servant and 
myself, consisting of boiled tish and oiiions, whieli 
they call pescacld, two hard eggs, biead, ^^ine, and 
fruit. 

Tenth post — Arrived at tlie gallant city of 
Oporto; which is a dull, heavy, dirty town, with 
narrow streets, except that where tin' British 
Factory is situated, called Run das Lrj^lczinhaSy 
which is broad and handsome. 


REMARKS ON THE JOirRNEY FROM 
CORUNNA TO OPORTO. 

C Bij a Confidential Person.) 

On my arrival at St. Jago, I presente^l my pass- 
port, and received from the Governor, the most 
marked civilities, and proffers of service ; in grate- 
ful return (as he expressed it) for the prompt 
assistance and g<:?iieroiis interference of Great 
Britain, in favor of the dignity and political inde- 
pendence of Spain : and the fervor of his manner 
conveyed an idea that he was declaring himself in 
perfect sincerity of Jieart. 

After my arrival at Padron, I ate a trifling 
supper and went to bed, but was awakened, at 
3 A.M. by a violent shock of au earthquake, 

. B 3 



which lasted half an hour. Every person in the 
inn was violently alarmed, and the praeiieal diwo- 
tion on the occasion was cornnicnsaratc with the 
terrors it had excited. 

At Ponle de S<. Paio I found the best inn on 
Ihc road, aUhon{;‘h bad is the be^t. It appeared, in 
Hu' dusk of th’" everjine*, sninowhat like Mei?;'h- 
]>oiir};(n;d of 5iic!imoi:d t?ridor, and <he ‘>iniih(nu'‘ 
led <o reeoileetions of IIh' ( h'are‘d iiiteres^s. 

As 1 llie Siena vl' Libri:L»;a, 1 VvDsnnIbr- 

imiaw iv be‘d^,hif d, dvA lost my v;ay for a eon- 
side rno’e* lime. anl , who areompanied me 

as a i;'uuu'‘, v.as t^Teully a'uirmed on acrount of the 
v>nlves and tlie siiperior fear of sletoinj.*^ on (In' 
moTudain, in a dismal nii^Jd, wlihout .i supper or 
bed. At lenj^di we stiinibied upon a s\» iue-herd\s 
rabln, the humble owner of ^^hi^h led us, at some 
dis<ane(‘, to a po^ada ; whieli, wretched as it was, 
w(' hailed wdli joy. I preseidod tiie peasant with 
l\\c reals and a i>int of wine, for which he was 
extras <i^’ci!illy f»;rateful. Our host had a tine sleek 
ojx'fi eounlenanre, \vi(h, appareidly, a hear! that 
corresponded wills his visage, lie \vas a stauneli 
friend to the English; so, afier empl\ing a mea- 
sure of wine to the sueeess of 4h{‘ good cause, I 
retired to rc^st in eonhdmicc under his ionc.some 
roof, and never slept better. 

'^S'he CJovernor of Tui, made me many ardent 
offers (jf servirc, anal with an apparent sincerity of 
inanuer ; yet there was a latent something in his 
tyes and features, which made me doubt him, as 
do the extent of his professions. His gestures 
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were too gallicisod, and lie became so outra«TOUsly 
civil, that [ soni(*liniejj llioui;’ht he >\a.s labouring 
to get to the vviadward of my eaiilion. 

The Governor of Valcnca was less e(]uivocal ; 
be paid me but liltie afttmiion, and tba< [Mr was 
cvidenlly (‘oiistraiin d an:! repulsive. 

The roads in (salicia, as far as Ilrdwiibiubo, 
were in excellent order, but the remainder rd' ilie 
way, ludil I reacind lln‘ (Voidier, \\as \(‘rv laTd 
and inconnnotlioiH. 'riiai parf of Mfe eojMiiry 
w'hicli is (Uibivab'd, and which, ‘\d)ly lo mv 
obscrvaliou and inforuc'dion, inciu-b*,. . lioni bail' 
llie provinee, was in a line shife of agTicn H ure.! 
improvement. 1 was assured liv »h(' |) ibiie lu’ie- 
tionarieSj and the hosis of I!k‘ , I hat (la- 

liciit prodiires\ annually, more Irian (!o*»!)!e llm 
quautily of Indian corn and wheal, dia.i is noees- 
.sary for tbc maiisteaaucc of its inmn di de in- 
habitants. 

The genera! appearanee of tlic peoph', and tlieir 
habitations, is so exlnnnely wretched, as to evrile 
not merely di but abliorrem-e ! yet squalid 

and fartid as tlieir Ibnns appear, tliey are p;aj in 
manner, and brave in prineiple. The viiKbctive 
spirit which many of them Ihoiighl proper to ma- 
nifest against the French, that moment, was re- 
markable. 'Flic common sentiment with some, 
was, eternal war with France, and no (|narler to 
their soldiers; but peace for ever with (Jreal Bri- 
tain. If they had been less servile and imrrcenary, 
f should have given their professions of attach* 
ment, deeper consideration, 
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The peasantry of Galicia, do not exhibit the 
sfjine traits of |)crscvcring industry, nor arc they 
so well cloathed and ag'iie, as the Galliejas, who 
officiate in Lisbon, as ciiy porters and dome.^tics ; 
but they are nearly similar in bodily strength, and 
muscular proportions. 


r:\Tl?ANCK INTO PORTUGAL 

1 ENTKRi.n the confines of Portugal on passing 
the Minho. The roads in tliis country are dread- 
fully rugged, parficularly the defiles of the Sierra 
de Labrnga, which, for four leagues, arc almost 
irnpassablo. The country people seemed to he 
animated with some sentiments of gratitude to- 
wards the Englisli, and possessed some admiration 
for our spirit; but on my arrival at Oporto, I 
found all th.osi* bad passions afloat, witli wliieli 
Naturi' has so stronglv gifted the Portuguese. 
They were in a high state of political fermenta- 
tion, much of which I am pmsuaded, had been 
artificially excited : those among them who were 
not well aficcted towards us, had seized the pre- 
text of the unhappy capimlation of Cintra, to vent 
the most splenetic and oulragi'ous reflections 
on the Hritish character, and to shew their real 
disposition towards us. The undeviating pro- 
tection that we haA c sliewu them, and the streams 
of blood that we have heroically shed in the de- 
fence of their independence, were all obliterated. 
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or charged to sinislor motives on our part; and 
when 1 opened the luilure of iny imperative com - 
inissioiij 1 soon foiuid tluit they \v*re aeluat(Mi 
by a groveling' j>rinei])Ie of selli>liiiess wlneli do- 
iniiia(( d over ol'ier sug’gesiioii, and e\<ii)- 

gui.^lied every sehtinu iit of niagnaiiiniity in tlieir 
narrow heanl-s. 

•When Un' amiabh' inercluints of ()|>orlo found 
tlnil 1 ]khI (Joverinuent bills, tln^v advanced Ihti 
course of exeliangt^ from (>S to 70. — Sir JlobcTl 
W iKoii being; iii Oie etuudrv, I waited for his re- 
turn to the eily, lo open a negoeiation with the. 
Bishop ofOpi)r<<)^ who bad ££\)(), ()()() sterling;, of 
Brilisl) money in bis possession. On the return of 
Sir Robert, from the eounlry, lie a])plied to the 
Riglit Rev<‘rend Prelate for .£20,000, with an 
oiler to replace it in specie; but after an incll’ec- 
tiuil negoeiation and ecmsnllation of ten da}Sj and 
a referenee to the Junta at Lisbon, he condescended 
to let us have 0,000 of our own money, and 
tliat was all we could procure by argument or in- 
tercessioii. From all these circumstances it may 
be clearly inferred, that ilui l uliiig party in Por- 
tugal, were not lac) rcadtj to further our objeef in 
Spain. 

Knowing the neces.sity that appertained to the 
fulfilment of my commission, I was seriously con- 
cerned to behold the trilling obstacles which Oie 
Bishop tlirew in my way : but while I remained 
at Oporto, the Semirainis frigate arrived at Co- 
runna, from England, with a large sum of money 
for the Spanish Junta ; of w hich. Sir David Baird 
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look .^40,(X)0 for the use of his troops ; in con- 
sp(|unicc of which, I loft the .€‘10,000 raised at 
Oporto for Oio scrvire of Sir John Moore/s army. 

November 1808. — After 1113 return f:oin 
Oporto, slroii*;' iisiprt .-sioje; of what the army ^YOuld 
sulfer, >^ere h'rec^d upon <he reOectinij; miiMl ])efore 
we (piitted forunna, by tlie ol)\ious of ala- 

crity in the .lunta; and the extreme acts ol x- 
tortion practived In the inhabitants, immediately 
on the arrival oftlie troops; proved that it would 
have been a [jiiuh' d arranj^ement to have sent over 
the Commissariat, and other olliecrs of the Stall’, 
the moment the lOxpeditiou had been detennitied 
upon by the (Toverjiment. A d()u])le advantapje 
would in fact liave accrued by their prt'cedlng the 
army by three wet ks or a month ; for every requi- 
site preparation might liave been made for prompt 
disembarkation on the convoy’s reaching the porC 
which would have spared oiir soldiers the disap- 
pointment and chagrin they experienced^ by re- 
maining on board in the harbour, a fortnight. 
During which period they were chewing tlic cud 
of mortification, and imbibing opinions not very 
favorable to the zeal or honor of our most mag- 
nanimous allies^ with wlioin they were destined 
to CO' operate. And this time might have been em- 
ployed to the advancement of more precious pur- 
poses, and mueh more to the gratification of our 
troops, (for never were spirits more ardently in- 
rlined to spring to mortal opposition with their 
coiudrv’s foes,) and a saving of at least bO per rent. 
might have heen elfceted on every contract it was 



noccssary to make, if that, is not a point heiioalh 
consideration. In some articles thi< sa\iti«' niiijit 
have been mueh more; us fu- in^tand'. i.i (lor 
pnrehases of hoi.es nr nmle.s — a week hel'ore (tie 
Kiip’lish arrived a( ('ornnna, <;;(;i)d hordes v,<'u> 
sold fiom to .'?() dollars each, wliieh ten days 
after could not he ptirehased bv an /o/,e,7/s'V;ia;;, 
for 'icsj than ()(ior70! ainl mules of 10 dolhivs 
value vvilli <];e Spaniards, were not to be juu el'a .;'d 
bv us, under JOt); :u:d from that to 110, 120, {.‘>0, 
no, and even I.jO, asceiidiiu;; usually in such juo- 
portiou cr, they found the ii‘)t;)is!i foible dominate 
in their ctisioiuer; and upon wiiieh they seemed 
to ealeulato w itli £;ieat e\at (ness, as by a settled 
rule. 

Thoue-h we miehf, from this little intercourse, 
feel inclined to deny them the possession of any 
positive virtues, candour (.!)iip;e.s us to confess, 
that in sysl'mis of craft, wc doaht whether the air 
of Onke’s Place could sublime them info keener 
reruiernent ! Wlicii bari^-aiiiini;' with tliein, they 
everted all their energ-ics to eonvimo us that they 
were guided, not only by (rue disinterestedness, 
hut by the most ferv<‘nt gratitude to the adored 
allies whom Heaven Jiad sent to their aid in a mo- 
ment of severe allliction; and that were it not for 
their galling; poverty they should feel proud in 
]irfsen1ing' to us, and honored by our accepting, 
the animals we were willing to buy. Tliey car- 
ried this strain of protestation to such an height, 
that some of us had the sagacity to perceive that 



llloy ANprc sporiing wilh our credulity, while they 
plundered our purges. As the Jiyperbolioal ten- 
dencies of tlieir lanruae;e and idiom is a strong 
proof (tliongh Hit; tnily one they pos-ess,) of tlicir 
assimilation to the French character, it is to be 
hoped we sliall i.o longer be outraged by hearing 
tln ir boniba-tie eifusions eisaractei iseti V’' the epi- 
thets of nervous dicHoii and refined eomposilii'e’. 

It may perhaps not be amiss, by way of illus- 
tratiiig tlie general propensity to tin's a ile deceit, 
to submit t]:e periiial of a letter, produced by the 
following eireumsiance : — A Gt'iitlcman of the 
Staff, wishing to sate time and money in the pur- 
chase of a horse, hurried on shore to Coiunna, 
among the first who were jicrmitted to land ; he 
.soon met with a Spaniard who had two ponies to 
dispose of, one of a tolerable size, and which he 
thought w'ould suit him ; the, other was so nuieli 
loo small as to have been put at once out of the 
question of purchase. After a little haggling, a 
bargain w’as struck for fourteen dollars ; but the 
gentleman, on applying to bis pocket, found he 
had in his haste, to get on “ terra Jinva,” forgot 
the grand (Jcsidcratum. The Spaniard, however, 
(who carried on the business of a sadler and 
horse-dealer) with nineh politeness and hospitality 
observed, ” That the matter could be as well ar- 
ranged on the nc,\t d<ay, and that in the mean time 
the horse should remain in his stable at free bait.” 
The gentleman hugging himself on his nice bar- 
gain, failed not to return early on the ensuing 
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morning, in order to pay for his pretty palfrev, and 
go otf in triumph : but mark the sad etleets of not 
dealing for ready money ! — The Spaniard, in the 
course of the preceding evening, had been informed 
that the inarketfor liorses miglil be much raised,and 
that in a few days they would fetch any j)rice, as 
Eiiglislimeu bad a great deal more money than wit, 
lie therefore' took his party, and when Mr. Bull 
arrived, out of breath, impatiently exclaiming, 
“ Now, ■Mr. Don w liat’s-your-name, you pink of 
Patriots, here's your rhino; bring out the high- 
Hver, and, by Sr. Patrick, I’m olfliko a shot." " Si, 
Senlitu', si Seidior," replied the Calieian knave, 
grinning in liis faee, with that sort of satisfaction 
which i.s expressed by the features of our highly- 
cultivated British youth, when on lire point of 
accomplishing a ii^raiul Si Senhor," con- 

tinued he, walking very demurely into the .stable, 
and, w ith all becoming grav ity, returned witli a 
substitute for the Englishiuan'.s bargain, who 
roared out — “ \\ hy, Don Devilton, or Don Diego, 
or what’s your cursed name, tJiat’s not rny horse, 
thal’.s the little one.-— (hnne. Sir, none of your 
tricks upon travellers ; bring out the identical 

horse, or .” To cut the story short, the 

saddle-making Don, had by soim* fatality acquired 
so ilrm a conviction that this little garron was the 
horse he had recently sold, that he sw'orc to the 
fact by the Holy Virgin, and all the Saints in the 
calendar; and as tliere was no making him give up 
the point, though the insinuating flourishes of a 



30 


Jiorsov'sliip wo'iT broiia;li(. in .'lid of (lie arguirient, 
Mr. Hull (ieparlctl indignant. Slioitly afler 

Ik: liad arrived at his lodging.s, the following 
Spanish letter was pre.seiitcd to him: — 


(A JJUrnl TmuHlation. ) 

Generous Englishman, and 
“ Mag-nanimoiis Ally, 

" IVIy soul is deeply wounded hy the perception 
that you have allovv<‘d (he malign eye of distrust 
to glance at my honor ! f assure you, on the word 
of a Spaniard !• — nav, a Patriot s ! that it was not 
the largest of the little horses, hut the smallest of 
them, on which I alfi.xed the price of 14 dollars; 
the other is an invaluahle horse, notwithstanding 
his size, he will go 10 leagues a-day, and gallop 
all the way. 1 liave a friend who wishes to pur- 
chase him, he oll'ers me hi) dollars for him, but as 
1 con.sider the obligation of serving our dear 
allies, who have crossed the ocean to succour us, as 
a duty paramount to every other moral lie, he shall 
he at vour service for 50. And as an additional 
proof of my great veneration for you, I shall beg 
permission to present you a saddle and bridle, 
worth 10 dollars at least ; so that, by thi.s means, 

I shall make a sacrifice of 1,5 dollars, purely to 
convince you of the wrong I suflered in the sus- 
picion that I could he capable of taking an undue 
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advantage of the liberal disposition of an English - 
man, and what is more, an ally, ileserviiig all my 
gratitude. 

“ Noble Sir, ) )> i-is y<)i:r iiu'.uN, 

“ And may you live raanv wars, to lie serw d bv, 
Vour obsequious serranl, 

• Don* Pkduo V'ki. vsqukz de jMekida." 


It is scarcely necessary to observe, that the 
Isnglishnian treated this inlhitid 4'pistle wiiii (lie 
contempt it merited ; but it may not be quite useless 
to observe, (hat Don iVdro had not been much 
mist alien in regard to tiic l‘ingli“h character, as in 
a very few days he sold his two ponies lor DO 
dollars ! — When sliall wo ciaise to lx; the dupes 
of the rest of (lie world? 

IJefore quilting the subject of horses and mules, 
it may bo proper to relate another instaiicc of 
IJritish inuuilicencc, or ostentation, leaving the 
public to decide as to its real (diaracteristic : — ■ 

Lord U wished to jirocuie the tiii-st mules 

in (.loruima, to which end, he caused it to be noti- 
licd in the city, that he would pay any price that 
might be demanded ; in consequence lie as charged 
.300 dollars per mule, for sin h as he inigwl have 
had, by doing the thing quietly, lor half the mo- 
ney at farthest. This dash did a great injury to 
Government and individuals, os the market could 
never afterwards he brought down to any thing 
like a moderate standard. Surely such conduct as 
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this deserves to be laid open io repreliensioji^ more 
particularly as bis Lordship most likely^ be 

one of llie first to decry the ruinous cxpciices of 
the expedition. 

On the l()t!i No\ ember ISOS, were ordered 
to proce('d toAvards \stori;*a to join liead-quar(crs ; 
we W(‘re o\ei taken at Betan/os by ford Pai>;et, 
who directed an ofticer, (by order of f)'M)uty 
Commissar y-( I encral Coope,) to accompany or 
precede the first division of tlu' cavalry, consisting* 
of oOO of the 71 li Liglit f)ragoons, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kerrison. 

On the 19th of November, wliile at Retan/os, 
Lord Paget arrived, full of anxiety and efibrt, to 
press the cavalry forward ; his y,eal for the cause, 
induced him to be rather scver(' on the Commis- 
sariat. The people were truly provoking, and in 
such a state of apathy and indolence, that even 
money failed in stimulating them to exertion ; 
bluster and violence were the only methods to 
bring them into any thing like eliicicnt art ion ; 
but as to exhibiting any signs of friendship towards 
us, it was assuredly out of the question. 

Oil our arrival at Castilliana, the army began 
to have a true specimen of xvinter campaigning in 
Galicia; as the only quarters for ofheers and men, 
at this place, were barns, hovels, and stables, 
which;, having a plentiful muiiber of apertures in 
the roofs, &c. let in the rain, which then was fall- 
ing in torrents. The straw on whicli they slept, 
was so thoroughly drenched, that cA^ory man be- 
came eager for the hour of march, to keep his be- 
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numbed joints in plaj, with the hope of not loshn^ 
the use of them, whieh, however, of llu iu 

ill the course of a few days did. 

An Oflieer, who arrived lale atniedil, and \\ho, 
from want of room af the olHeers’ qirarters, was 
put in a hovel witli se\en dragoons, gives tin' fol - 
lowing skctcli of it : — The building Mas about 
40 feet in length and 14 in breadtli, occupied at 
one end by the Spanish family, consisting of three 
generations, and comprising nine persons, five of 
whom were children, in almost a slate of nature. 
The others were covereil Milli rags, and much more 
indebted to tlie filtli with wliicli they Mere be- 
smeared for keeping them JVom the inclemency of 
the weather, than to the texture of thc'ir gaber- 
dines. This groiipe sat in a s('miciicle before a 
blazing lire of wood, made on the ground, the 
smoke from which ascended on a \o>age of dis- 
covery among the tiles, to procure egress; but 
elfected it by such slow degrees, tiiat tilery 
usually remained enougdi behind to blind the in- 
mates of the hovel, and keep them in a constant 
cough : the other portion of Ihe fire-hearlh was 
taken up by the dragoons, who Merc accommodated 
with a wooden bench, on which they sat amusing 
themselves with abusifig the French, and drinking 
the King's licalth in via c volte, Tn a nook, near 
the lire, were three pigs, and the two youngest 
children had insinuated themselves close up to the 
animals, and were snoring and sleeping m ith them. 

The other extremity of the hovel served as a stable 
for the dragoons' horses, and three others, belong- 

c 
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hiff to the officers ; a small space in the raid-way 
rciiiaincd unoccupied, exactly fronting the door, 
behind which apori(;y of the peasant’s was fastened, 
on this spot a luxurious bed of clean straw was 
made for the officer, who slept very soundly on if, 
until he was awakened in rather a rude manner, by 
sonic one invading his couch ; but this little alarm 
soon subsided, on his finding, by manna! scrutiny, 
(for then all was darkness) that it was oniy the 
family jjoney, who had broken his halter, and stole 
to b(^(l to him ; hut, as the immortal Shakespear says, 

“ N'fci it V iiuilvt'3 us uc([uainted with strange bod-uHows." 

On the fiOtli, we arrived at Lugo. This place 
had been better named “ lodo” or mud; for never 
sure was there a more complete receptacle of con- 
gregated and obnoxious dirt. The troops were, 
liowi'ver, tolerably well oil’ here, both in regard to 
quarter.s and provisions, and the officer.s were well 
lo<ige«l, and treated with much hospitality by 
several of the most respectable iniiabifanf-:. To 
many of our officers the mention of “ X«s' dc 
Prado,” will reeal grateful recollections ; and it is 
but a just tribute to benevolence and urbanity that 
the name of this amiable family should be recorded, 
as ])re-omincnl in kindness and attention to the 
British army. 

It would have pleased me to have been enabled 
to pass the same compliment on the Spaniards in 
general, but it is too well known hy the troops, 
that tlieyhav<i not deserved one oulogium from us 
For though the conciliating manners wisely 



dictated by general orders, were closely adhered to 
ill the coniincncement, by the troops, .tod that they 
e\inccd the best disposition toiut regiilarU : no 
bearing (unless accompanied Vvitli menace or force,) 
could induce the Gallii ians to bring forward Mip*- 
plies with alacrity^ even when paid at tlic most 
exorbitant rate fm* them. Tliey seemed sulky, 
reluctant, and dissatisfied, when tin* intreaty was 
accompanied by an almost liniith‘ss olfer of money. 
jNo wonder tlu n that the ‘joldiers soon departed 
from a system wliieh exposed them to the priva 
tion of every little comfort. 

The stupid maliguity of tlie people towards us 
was sueli, tluit, in the march forward, as we 
approached a wine-house, the host, wlio was on 
the alert, would quickly shut it up before wc 
could reacli it; and retire with bis family into the 
fields, or out-bouses, to a^oid the trouble and 
perplexity of ser\ing us heretics: though sure to be 
paid at least half as much inon^ as 1ln:y would re- 
ceive from their own countrymen ! When lluona- 
parte, in bis bulletins, accuses us with pillaging 
and abusing the peaceable and harmless inhabitants, 
let him point out w hat sort of treatment he would 
bestow on sucli kind a*iid hospitable allies ! 

As Major was wandering on the skirls 

of Lugo^ he was civilly accosted by an aged 
Spaniard; when the first salutations bad passed, 
the straqger thus expressed himself: — I am a 
native of Leon, where I practised physic ; but I 
have been in England, and was in the suite of 
Prince Massareno. Since that, I wTiit to Paris, 
f c 2 



aiid served lliaf, iliiislrious ruartyr, Louis X\' I. and 
a Iviiul rnasler iie was. 

' ilurv ohilnr roi^al, ncoh men jtjsfc fiotnmogr, 

' f}r i'll is /lion vaiiir ioitjonrs sera I* image, 

* / irUaif lies mahans !’ 

Jji n^vrr of tlio Revoliilion, J re turned (o 
;i.rid s(‘Ul((l at Madrid. A RovoiL^ioii, 
Ht iiiior, is a fcnible itiodiiiin of rcforuKitiou; all 
( rmiK'ids slionJd rc^iidor it unnecessary, by the 
j)r:icl ire (d' v irlue.’' 

“ Ifow did y(ui Hud the people of Eiifi;land, Sir ? ’* 
I admire t!u' morals of your nation^ more than 
its maur^rrs ; you pres(‘rvc the rout^hriesses of your 
iiuiejx iuliMua', sometimes at the (‘\peiice of your 
ri\ildy; but you arc iiaturaliy brave and grne- 
ions. Your protection of the ludiapjiy Bourbons 
will be recollec ted with admiration ; as those who 
are kind to the unfoituiuitc* will e\er be the 
favorites of Ibaveu!” 

“ As you r< sided at the ca])ita]. Sir/' added the 
Dvlajor, “ duri!!«' the Hrsl svmptoius of tlie cleclcni- 
siou of the Spanish throne'^ you will materially 
obliec mi‘ by couimunicating the presumed causes 
of its overthrow/' 

“ \our (juestiori, Sudior Hidalgo^ jiivolves so 
many jminis, that 1 raniiot duly satisfy your cu- 
riosity but in a very cursory way. The decline 
of the Spanish inoiiarchy, like the decline of Borne, 
may be traced up to the corruption of the four.taia 
head of ^overimjcnt ; for, wliatever interested per- 
sons may aOinn to the contrary, it is as clear 
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that the succeeds the doininioji of tlie sun, in 

progression^, that if our ruhns are not ^rue <o iIkmu* 
selves, tlie people AviH not bc^ iviie fo i\wm. The 
examples that wc may draw fr.)iei.t!ie pa;^:e of his- 
tory, and the recent evcnits in Frnnci*, whe e tlie 
revolutionary embers are srare(‘I\ eoUb mak(^tlus 
position of t-riiAingno longer parmloxica!, 

Charles tiui Sevr-dh, o:r- !ate King, v,a^ intrii;- 
sieaily a good nean, though not a >\ l-e Sovereigrj. 
Louisa O’’ Parma, v/as a Moman of iijfr : . e vho 
used flic as^v'ndajiry she ed o\<’r jit :; lius- 

haiiti’s mind in so iinliniitt'd a -ense a-; h» retidi^r 
him litiie more than an ostemsih^ * Ivinr. v. iia 
merely brealiu'd to atlix the sign mauue! of Isis 
authority, to Inn* instruments ol' aml it’on .md pro- 
lligaey. IJy the aid of ( jioJit', , in; mniion, sh(‘ 
assumed the disposal of (‘hureh and noh’aiy dig- 
Tiitics; ami while th.ey gratihed th.e et [; ir>us 

vermin of a eoi»rt, tlie deep isuirmu* ^ ('ri]:e 5, iPoii 
w('re imhcard. (irey-headcHl siibaitern- v ut (‘om 
manded by beardless rolonol.’n and ihe saert’d ( iaims 
of gallantry and serviee were superseded by the 
warrant of a sh uinpet or a grambr* ! 

I am no fritrul to tlx* Salic law, ' eoidinued 
he, laying his hand upon the Major, “ hut 1 would 
have a wmniari obcrlient as a wife, and ()l)eyed as 
a sovereign. When ladies rule a State, tliey arc 
luiiformly governed by mcnAviu»ar«’ gxmerally both 
wise and honourable, as they are selected to gratify 
the judgment, and not the passion;. When a 
Monarch is ruled by his Avife, she is usuajly governed 
hy men who make the gralilicatiou of her weak- 

1 3 
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nesses flieir paramonnl coiiaidcraliori. Wo Jiavo 
had this exoniplitied ia too maiij instances to doubt 
its verity. 

Our beloved Kiiij!;, Ferdinand ilie Soveidfj, 
when Prince of tin' Asturias, evinced such <>;ene- 
rosity of scntinu'ut and love of justice as naturally 
made the |>eoplo regard the heir apparent with 
alfection. Thougli he had his orcasu)i..^l Ia])scs 
from the injunctions of a stem propriotv, >erho 
never wande<'<‘(l beyond tfie harri(M.si of mora! lioiior, 
A Prince slum Id be something* more than a mere 
son of earth ; and though lie cannot divc-t n:i4ure 
of Inn* frailties, it is his bounden duty to mak(' 
tlieni as little intrusive as possible*. A private 
citizen is responsible for his nianin r^, as well as 
bis opiiii(>ns ; and il' be de viates from consistency 
in either too much, he is jiistiy despised. Put a 
Prince nuk^t iiot feed t!ic vvlii^^pcrings of contempt ; 
he is born for bis country, and should be a public 
blessing; iuul wlienevcr national scorn a[)proaches 
liini, he may consider it as the precursor of his 
political death. 

The clergy, who had long subjected Spain with 
ft rod of iron, clung to the Inquisition for suste- 
nance ; not frvmi admiration of the establishment^ 
but because it was necessary to protract their power. 
Since tlie evpulsion of tlic Jesuits^ they have been 
more than ordinarily jealous iu all governmental 
movements, as a monk lias seven eyes when the re- 
fectory is ill danger. The abridgments which 
the Church had suffered in other Catholic coun- 
tries, since the sceptre of Napoleon, had shaken 
Papal supremacy, inspired them with terror for 
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tliemselves ; and I fear it to this source, more 
than any other^ that we may ascribe tliose bursts 
of resistance to the ir^arper, vvliich have be on nia- 
iiifeslcd in so many districts of Spain ; as have 
unhappily found in the proclamations of llie Juntas, 
less attention to the improvement of ^-cneral 
condition of the connmniity, than to th<‘ conti- 
iiinince of existins^ wrongs. The ojjlyseeret (o in- 
duce a people to defend a government with /caf 
is to make it worth (h'fending. 

Our c(;d(» of laws had ceased to he marked by 
a (hie line of demarkiition, and weri^ so mutilated 
and multiplied, that tlie snbji ct knew not wlune 
to tread in perfect security. Similar causes pro- 
duced diflerciit s(mtences in oiir highest court'jr of 
Judicature, and eonse((iK*i»tly the jiidg(’s were not 
sulficicntly respected by tlic nation. - ]?ut 1 arn 
talking to a native of liritain, vvlieri^, cliarac ter^ 
lifCj and ];ro})( i ty are seem < h 1 by the vigilance ol 
a jury; ami tiiose juries must he, unquestionably, 
wholly indepee.dent of the influeneo of power, as 
otherwise it would be despotism in inascpunade, 
and a mockery of right. When the orgaiis of 
the laws become corrupt, and tlie tril)una!s cruel 
in their decrees, it, is ominous that the Stale 'is 
sinking under the pressure of its fears. 

The awful occurrences of Ibis epocha, should 
have their proper weight and bearing in the minds 
of princes, to reclaim the vicious, and arrest the 
fool in his career of folly 

** And not always on the guilty head 
Descends the fated flash !’* 

c 4 
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“ Among the number of the illustrious house of 
Bourbon, who lie scattered like august wrecks 
upon the face of Nature; turn your eyes to 
the amiable Duchess D’Angoulesme ; the neice of 
an emperor, and the daughter of a king, drniand- 
ing homage from her rank and beauty, and the 
most respectful attention from her son "s; for it 
is not in the nature of fortune to reduce tin dig- 
nity cf \irliie — (Iriven from the splendour of a 
throne, to vasuler fiann <‘Iim(> ti) clime, anil exist 
upon a boniitv diawn from alien iiantis — doomed 
perhaps, to feel those kei'u, bill nn<!escribal)le emo- 
tions of till* licarl, wbicb will oceiir lo fallen gii'ul ■ 
ness, when they perceive thal l!:’ ailmiHistration 
even of hospitable oHlees, licis its (one of delicacy 
in proportion as they decline iu(o tlie vale of af- 
fliction ! 

” But enough of that,” eonfiuued he, wiping a 
tear fiom liis elieek •' Xml now sulFer me to 
give you a little advice at parting - look well to 
the discipline of your men; the Spaniards are a 
.sober people, and nadiiv disgusted by acts of in- 
temperate weakness. When }oni soldiers enter 
the wine-hoUses, 1 tru.-t it will be to cheer their 
.spirits, and not madden tiie bruin. Let the veils 
of our females he inviolate, and cast no ridicule 
on the monks, whatever may oe your picdilcctiou 
in tbeoipgy, for the rage of an ollouded priest 
never sleeps; and above all, reineuihcr, when you 
may enter our chapels, thgt you arc iu the presence 
of the living God I” 
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As the ariny continued to adviuue, the difileiil- 
ties which were ihrenen \\\ its wiiw iM)nhmied to 
h(‘ ; as Die true n‘fL?nir'' 

revolted at llie idea ol’niakinir; |■('quisitiolI-, wldch, 
in WiK'i, non(‘ but tlu' I'rou ii Mi>uid In* ‘^o la di as 
to enToree, il is not \e;v surj>rird?':;' that .-(one ot 
our i)oor lei lows .shouldi lui\e aetuai ly j)i‘rish(’d Tor 
waiit of proper sustenance ; inn* is this <0 he altri' 
biited <0 want of Z('al or activity iji th(! ('onunis- 
sarles ; Cor, w ith the u< >ir(* to ful/il their 

duties, asnl titoinost laborious att<tnj)fs towards it; 
M‘t, Inj nol /ii}o\\:hip; ilic tiaw were placed 

ill incAlriealile dih iomas ; and tlu)iu!;li many of 
them had interpreters, yc't^ as tlu*y were taken 
niosily from the lower classes, and haviiiij^ but a 
smattering; nf our ltini;’uap\ their services went a 
very little >vay towards smoothinj:^* our embarrass- 
nients; as some (d' tiicm, moreover, aimed at 
collusion with the contractors and petty nia{:jis- 
trates, (many of wliom, by ord(‘r of the Juntas, 
Jiad tlie furnishino’ of provisions,) endless delay 
and V('\ation t(»*oIv place. 

On tin/ ‘iisi of November, arrived at Con- 
stantine and Htdnadeh), (wo wretched Yillasjjes, 
skirtilij; each side^ of the road, towards Villa 
Franca, at four h‘aj!;ues distance from Lugo. The 
weather now was latiier more temperate, and the 
troops w<‘re coming on in liigli sjiirits, in the hope 
of spet'dily joining issue with their old foes. 

On the 2'2d of November, we marched to Na- 
jolis, four leagues in advance. This is a miserable 
place, both as to itself and its inbabitaiits ; the 
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Alcaldi was a most incorrigible scoiimlrcl^ and 
threw every imped iruenl lie could device in the 
wny of the J^erviee'; ho deciared was not an 

ounce of bread in <he place, but being paraded 
round the villag(\ helween two diagoons, with their 
swords drawn, and carbines slung, by calling at 
each house, he contrived, in tlie coiu of two 
hours to bring in near 200 loaves; — hut n Oic 
Commissary liad not adojited (in this in^dan(^^) a 
proceeding liordcring in summary rigour, on la 
mode Francois:. , the troops must have gone ibr- 
ward the next morning without a morsel of l>r(‘ad! 
It is plcasiu«- to know, however, th:it this gentle- 
man has repeatedly met with his deserts, for 
scarcely a party of Engli.sh passed tlirongh, whom 
his holiaviour did not lead to give him a buf- 
feting. 

On the 23d, we jtassed througli La IJenorias, four 
leagues forwarder, to Travadelo, two leagues be- 
yond that. TJie dragoon horses in general were 
now beginning to g«!t fresh, and to recover from 
the effects of tlic voyage, as well as the disorders 
they ac(piired by the absurd method of disem- 
barking them at Corunna; but many never 
recovered the tone of their ujuscles, which were 
swelled and stilfeiied by the sudden chill of im- 
mersion ; the greater part ot those falling very 
lame, were shot on the road side. This is a sub- 
ject particularly CAasperating to my memory^ as 
besides the vast evpeiicc to the natioHj it casts such 
an odium on our maimers. 

The highest praise is due to Lord Paget for (he 
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attention wliich Ivc ordered to be paid to these va- 
luable and intcrestirij^ asiiniiils, and they were not 
a little indebted to him, I can assure \nu. They 
usually performed a inarcli of six lea^*in‘s a-dav, 
on which they were Mlvvay*^ halted an hmn, and 
i!ie men never sull’ered to be mounted for more 
than one-third of tlie way; by this careful ma- 
il:! p;om(M)t many fine horses were hrouf!;ht about, 
whieh, had they \mn\ forced and goaded oii^ 
would never Iiave been <dFect iye. 

On the 24th, we gained V^il!a Franca, (two 
more leagues) 200 French pi isuners w erci brought 
into this place ; the {^'pauiards, iliough exulting 
over these poor captives, still appeared to regard 
them with a sort of dismay; and on their voci- 
ferating ''‘ Viva Fernando Sctimo !'* the lively 
raggamunins contemptuously laduriicd the cheer, 
with “ la Merda!'* 

The first division of the 7th Dragoons, now 
puslied on towards Bemhibu, on their way to As- 
torga ; hut when w ithin a league of the first place, 
tlu*y Vv^erc met by an express, with orders for them to 
fall back upon F'K ahello, a village, one league and a 
half in front of Villa Franca; this order evidently 
produced a strong indignant feeling, in both officers 
and nun; and the ftirrier, who was just coming 
up, as the retrograde movement took place, with 
the forge-eart, was, with much difficulty, made to 
wheel about, as his spirit swelled to be in action. 
In his road hack, however, Fortune, by way of 
consolation, threw a poor Franciscan Friar in his 
path, wlio was travelling harmlessly to his con- 
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vrnt ; lie seized the Ircmblinf^ priest by the cowl, 
and drag;£;ed him on to the village, swearing by 

the immaculate J that he was a French spy ; 

and when asked why be was of tliat opinion, be 
said it was because lie had seen the friar stop to 
examine the troops as Ibev passed by: the poor 
ecclesiastic (who, certainly \sas in a terrible 
panic,) lieing recognized by the .Ucabh if Faca- 
bello, was of course sel at liberty : and thougu be 
had be(‘n brougbi at least five inibs out of bis 
road, (hat retlectioii did not seem to operab‘ as any 
drawback to the satisfaction be evinced at getting 
clear from this rough son of Yiilcan. 

Orders were now giv(Mi to make arrangemeuts 
for the retreat, but as (he Spaniards bad betrayed 
so miieb repugnance to assist us, it was thought 
prudent to keep them ignorant of this movement 
as long as possible; and the informations eoiieeni- 
ing the resources of the couni ry through wbicli the 
army was to pass, were very properly taken, as if 
reinforcements were on the point of advancing, 
instead of the main body being about to retirc. 
This ruse de f:;ucrre succeeded by keeping the 
Dons in temper, and leading them to disclose the 
extent of their Stores; and its policy was fully 
proved when the retreat really took place, for then 
they dropped the mask of liypocrisy, and kept no 
terms w itb u.s. 

However, some days after this, it was again de- 
termined to advance, and the plains of lienavcnic 
were destined to allbrd a slight harvest of laurels 
to cheer the spirits (almost w orn down with long 
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expectation) of our gallant dragoons. It was 
here that Lord Paget acquired tlic adoration of 
his men, in heroically loading them lu glory : in 
the phra.scologj of Bonaparte’s bulletins, “ that 
affair of 200 English to 500 1' rench, <loes the for- 
mer great honor, ” though this business has been 
very modcstlij omitted in the Parisian publications. 


y/u’ ftiUoxvitig Nan'ulii'r couta/H!} ilic official 
account of the victorious Action near Asiarga. 

Do’vvNi.NG-STREicr, JanomiyIo, ksoo. 

TJispiilc/icn, from u'hith the followin'; cut I'tlrcirfs, wnr, on the 
Sill itisliiiil, iTccirt cl ut thr Offiir of Lord Visconnl ( 'uitlaragli, 
one of Ills ,M,ijislj/s PrinrijMil SiriTlarics of Slntr, /rom Lieulc- 
nnnl-ticmi iil ^iir John ISIooir, A'./t. Commaudir in ('.liiif of hit 
Aluji'sly’s J'oires eniploi/fd in ispain. 

Bciiovi'ntL', DoroiulHf, 1 {’, 08 . 

Si vce T luul the lioiior to athlnvss >ou upon the ] htli, IVoiii Toro, 
the ;ii'iny hub heeii almost roiistaiitl> iiuuehiii:^ throui^h siiow, and 
v\itlj rold that has breii\ery The ncatJier, wilhiii these 

few days, has turaod to rain, wliieli is much nion* uiicomfoilahle 
than the cohl, and lias rendered the roads ahnust impas.sahle. On 
ihc '21 St, the arni) reached Sahagun; it was necessary to halt there 
ill Older to rvd\esli the nieii, and on account of prtjvisions. The 
information I received was, tliat Marshal Soult was at Sahinna 
with about lG,000 men, with posts along the ri\er frouiGuarda to 
Carrion, 

The army was ordered to march in two columns at eight (/clock 
on the night (»f the 2:3d, to foicc the bridge at Cart ion, and from 
tlien(^e proceed to Saldana. At six o'clock that evening, I re- 
ceived information that considerable reinforcements had arrived at 
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rarrion from Palencia, and a letter from the Marquis de la Ro- 
lunua uiformcd me, that tlie Fivneli were advaiicijjg from Madrid, 
eillier to Valladolid or Salamaiiea. If was evident iliat it was too 
late to proseeiite the atlenipt upon Soulf, lljat I must he satisfied 
witli the diversion I liad oeeasioned, and that I Jiad Jio time to 
lose to sonno my retreat. 

The next morning, Lieutenant-General Hope, with his own 
division, and that of Lieiitenant-(j<‘neral Fraser, m. r^'hed to Ma- 
joiga. 1 sent Sii l)a\id Baird, wilh his diviMon, to pas^ ti!» river 
at Valmlra, and followed Lieutenant-General Hope on tlie ^.Oth, 
wilh tlie leseiwe and tlie liglit brigades, hy Majoiga, Vahleras, to 
Beneveiite. 'J'Ju- < iwiilry, niider Lord J^aget, fulh»wed iJie reserve 
<uj the ; both the latter coips entered this place yt'steulay. 
\V<! continue our man h on Aslorga. Generals llojU' and Fiaser 
are already i^one on ; Sir Da^id Bainl proceeds lo-morrow' from 
Valencia; and I shall leave this, with the rcscne, at llie same 
tiiu('; Lord Paget will leinain wilh tlie cavalry, to give us noliie 
of the ajiproach of the enemy; hitherto their inliuitry leave not 
come up, but tlicy are near, and tJie cavalry is round us in 
great nnmhei.s ; they aie checked hy otir cavalry, wJiieli ha^e ob- 
tained, by their spirit and enterprise, an ascendaiiey over that 
of the French, which nothing but gieat superiorily of numbers on 
their paU will gel the better of. 

The div vision made hy our mareh ou Sahagun, though at gicat 
ricjk to ourselves, has been complete; it leiuaius to he seen whut 
advuiilagc the Sjianiaids in the boulh will he able to take of it; 
but tlie march of the Frencli on Badajoz was stopped when its 
advanced guaul had readied Talaveiia de la Kciiie, and every 
thing disposeable is iio>v turned in this direction. 

The only part of the army which has been hilheito engaged 
the enemy, has been tlie cavalry, .iiid is impossible for me 1(» 
say too much ill their praise. 1 niciitioued to jour Lordsliip, in 
my letter of tlie lO'lh, the success Brigadiev-C General Steivart had 
met with in defeating a detuchmenl of cgvalr^ at Bueda, Since 
that, few days Jiave passed without his taking or killing diOereat 
paities of the French, generally superior in force to lliose which 
attacked them. On tlie march to Sahagun, Lord Paget had in- 
formation of six or seven hundred cavalry bting in that town. H<‘ 
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liiarcliej on tlie night of iJje 20tli> from sonic villages vvhcj^e he 
was posted, in front of tiic enemy, at Majorgii, vith llie lOJh and 
15th lluzzars. The 10th inarched strait to tlu* tonn, whiKt 
Lord "'itii tlie 1 jth, ciideavoureil to turn it. i nfm tuiialolv 

it fell in with a patrol, one of whom esca|)cd, and ga\e alaini. 
By this means tlie French had time to firm on tlie outside of the 
town before Lord Paget got round. lie iininediaUly charged 
tliem, beat them, and look from 140 to 1 }() piisoiit rs, amongst 
whom were two Lieutenant-Colonels and eleven nltleers, with the 
loss on our part, of six or eiglil men, and perhaps twenty w onnded. 

Then* have hem taken hy the cavalry from to 500 Fiench, 
besides a (’(nisideraldo number killed: — this sitiee we hegnu our 
uiareh from Salamanca. On his luareli from Sahagnn, on the 
^’Oth, Lord Paget, with two Mpiadions of the at(;nlv<i<i a 

detachment of cavalry at IVla j<»rga, killed twenty, and took above 
100 j)risoiiers. Our c:i\ali> is very supe rior in cjuaht} to any tlie 
French Lave; and (lie rigid spirit has been infused into llieni hy 
the example and in>truction of their (wo leaders, Lord Paget and 
Brigadier ■( icneral Slew art. 


Ai-torg.j, Dirciiibcr Td* 1808, 

[ aiiived lierc yesterday. MajtH'Gerieral Fiazcr, with his diii- 
sioii will be at Villa Franca liiis day, and will proceed tui lo Lugo, 
J.icuU’nant-Geiieral Il(<pe, wilJi his division, stop[)ed ^e^terday two 
league'^ from this, and proceeds this iiiorning, follow'ed hy Sir 
David Baird. I’lte two flank brigades go hy the road to Penfe- 
rada. I shall follow, with tlie i*eservo and cavalry, to Villa 
Franca, either this night or to-morrow^ inormng, according as 1 
hear llie approach of the French. I’he morning I inarclicd from 
Beneveiite', seven sf[uadrons of Bonaparte's Guards passed the 
river at a ford above the brhlgc. They were altarked hy Briga- 
dier-Geneial Stewart, at the head of the piquets of tlie J8lh, and 
3d German Light Dragoons, and driven across the ford. Their 
Colonel, a General of Division, Lefebre, w'as taken, tog(‘tlicr with 
about 70 oificers and men. 

The affair was well contested. The numbers willi which Bri- 
gadier-General Stewart attacked were inferior to the Frendi; it is 
(he corps of the greatest character in their army; but (he su|je- 
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i-ioriJy of flic Hritish. was, I ain-lold, vory conspicuous. I iiicloicj 
for your Lordshi|fs satisfaction, Lord Paget's report of it# 


Sir, 


Bciicvontc, Dfccir.bcr 29, 1808L 


1 have the honour to iiifonn you, that about nine o’clock this 
morning I received a lejmit that the eiunny's cavalry was in the act 
of crossing the river at the ford near the bridge. 1 iniinediately 
sent (h)\vn the pupiets of the niglit, under Lie.uki: tnt-Coloiiel 
Otway, of the I81h. Having left orders that the eavaliy sh ^ild 
repair to their alarm posts, 1 went forward to reconnoitre, and 
found four s((nadrons of the Imperial Ouards formed, and skir- 
mishijig witli the jm|nets and other cavalry in the act of passing. 
I sent for tlie lOtli Huzzars, who, having arrived, jirigadit;r"( General 
Stewart immediately placed himself at tlie headof the piijuets, and, 
with the ntmosi gullanlry, attacked. I'lic loth lluz/ais sup- 
jiorted in the most [lertec! order. 

I'lie result of the affair, as far as I have yet been able to eolleet. 
is about 30 killed, 2 ,) wounded, 70 jnisoners, and about the samt‘ 
number of horses. 

It is impossible for mo to avoid speaking in the higliest terms of 
idl those engagi'd. Lieutenant-Golonel Otway and Major Bagw^ell 
headed the respective night piquets. The latter is sligiitiy 
wounded. The utmost zeal was conspicuous in tlie whole of my 
Staff; and I had many Volunteers from hoad-<juar(ers, and olhei 
Officers of your army. — Amongst the prisoners is the (General of 
Division, Lefebre, (who coinniands the cuvaliy orihc inqicvial 
(fuard) and two Captains. Our loss is, I fear, nearly 50 men 
killed and wounded. I will semi a rctiuii the moment I can collect 
the leports. 

I have the honor to be, &c# 

(Signed) Paget, LieuleDanl-Gencrah 


7o LicuUnant-Gencral Sir J. Moon', K.B, 


I have forw arded the prisoners to Baniza. On the other side of 
tlie river the enemy formed again, and at this instant three guns of 
Captain Donovan's troop unived, w hich did considerable execu^ 
tion. 



CAPTURE OF GENERAL LEFEBVRE 


JSy Grisdulc, a Privaic in ihe Wth Dragoons. 

Abolt one hundred and fif<v of the 10th dra- 
goons, and the dragoons of the 7th, were suddenly 
opposed to about twelvd hundred of the en(‘my’s 
cavalry, chiefly composed of fmpcTial Guards^, well 
inountedj and commanded by Lefebvre. Tlie town 
of Renevent(^ was at a short distance in the rear. 
As the Rrifish had the sagacity, in this instance, 
to de>.1r()y the bridge, tlie e.unny rnced to 

wade through which they did, with 

great .a!'» for tlie purpose of conupelling the 

Briilsii dctaciimeiit i.} surrender. They advanced 
in one an:! compact line against the British 

force, 'o saiute tliejii with a general volley from 
their carbines. The British, who were led on by 
Major Quintain of the 10th, r<»sulute!y awaited 
their approntdi, and received their fire, which, 
happily, did but little execution. The \olhy was 
no sooner given, than an order was issued for the 
British to chaige, w hich they did w ith that order 
and impetuosity which insured success, 'rhey cut 
thei** way completely through the enemy’s line, and 
then shewed a broad front to him in the opposite 
direction. The French, in the interim^ having 
faced about, closed their ranks, and put themselves 
again in good order for the contest. A second 
charge was then made by the British, which was 
more successful than the former, for the French 
were thrown into coufusionj and the carnage which 
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followed was terrible. It was at this time lliat 
Grisdale beheld the French Ooinmanderj accom- 
panied bj two iriunpefcrs, hurryinf!; from the field 
of action, and followed by two privates of tlie 7(h, 
in hot pursuit. The French Commander’s horse 
outstripped those of the trunyieters, as did Gris- 
dale’s those of the 7th ; sh that, as the G.'oeral lost 
the companions of his flif:;hl, Grisdale had the 
good foiinne to pursue him single-handed. The 
(ieneral fled along the .serpentine margin of the 
river, am! thereby lo-st much ground, of which 
Grisdale took advantage, and by cutting across from 
angle to angle, he at length, after a rapid chace of 
two miles, succeeded in getting in his front. The 
General now, from ncccs.‘>ity, checked his horse; 
but betraying .syirqdoms of resistance, Grisdah- 
instantly levelled, and discharged his carbine, the 
ball of which slightly wounded his adversary (»n 
the chock. Thus un.siirces.sful in his aim, Grisdale 
was preparing to defend himself with hi.s sword, 
(his pistols having been previously discharged) 
when, to his .surprise, he beheld Lefcbvre throw 
bis sword away, as a token of surrender. I'his 
gave Grisdale time to re-load his carbine, which 
having done, he advanced to the General, took the 
pistols from his holstcr.s, the sash from about hi.s 
waist, and having dismounted, snatched up the cast 
away sword ; then re-seating himself in the saddle, 
he turned the rein of the General’s bridle ov'er the 
horse’s head, and so conducted him to the British 
army ; the main body of which, at that time, was 
coming up. Grisdale had too much honest pride 
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to demand the General’s watch arid money, but a 
private of the 7th, who was less scrupulous and 
exalted in his ideas, did llie General tliat favor 
before he reached the British lines, (ri isdale «;:ive 
the sash, sword, and pislols, lo his Colonel, (Lei 
to have tliem transmitted to his Indoved Chon- 
inandcr, tlie Prince of Wales. Grisdah^ has n^- 
teidly been raised to the rank of corporal, as the 
first step only of more considerable promolion. — = 
He is anexce(Mling'ly well made, well looking man : 
his countenance is nuKly and expia'ssi V(‘, and 
strongly indicates that he possesses that intrepid 
s])irit whicli should, at all times, distinguisii tin* 
Briton and the soldier. He is a native of Grace- 
stock, in Cumberland; his age is tweidy-four. 
He has a mother li\ing, to whom lie is mo.^t atfec- 
tioiiately attached; and where filial piety e\i»ts, 
we seidom look for human courage in >ain. 


Notw ithstandingthis coup cVeclai, it seemed des- 
tined that our retreat should be attended w itheVery 
possible disadvantage that Nature could throw in 
our way. The weather was so inclement, that the 
oldest Galician living, does not remember so severe a 
season. Wind, rain, and even hail, pelted around us; 
and to add to our distresses, the greater part of the 
officers Jiad lost their cloaks, great coats, and linen, 
as the muleteers to whose care they were confided, 
had all scampered to the mountains on the approach 
of the French cavalry, and left 200 of their mules 
to be quietly .plundered by the enemy ! Now, whe- 
ther this mishap arose from the suggestions of fear, 
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Qr haired, or knavery, is yet undetermined. Some 
of our dragoons endeavoured to drive those inde- 
pendent animals forward, but even the stroke of 
the sabre had no effect, wlien their masters had for- 
saken them. Unhappily, they were not linguists, 
like Balaam’s appendage, and could not, or wQuld 
not, comprehend the British word of cunimand. 
Between Benevente and Astorga, and Villa h i in^aj 
and Lugo, the retreating army were literally com- 
pelled to cut a pas.sagc through the snow ! 


THE SPANISH LADIES. 

The Spanish ladies, in general, are petite, but 
lively, and by no means subject to those ungene- 
rous restrictions in social agency that they were 
in more remote times. — Their convcr.sation is witty 
and ’agreeable, and their eyes both black, and bril- 
liant, yet the contour of the face is not peculiarly 
striking; their similitude to the Portuguese is 
very apparent. 

Coming out of the church of Astorga, where 
I had been to witness the celebration of High 
Mass, I perceived a bona Dea cf more than or- 
dinary interest, tripping gracefully on a narrow 
path that meandered through the ordure of the 
streets, in blue satin pantoufles ; she was followed 
by an old attendant, or duenna, who carried a 
large rosary on her arm, and looked as devout as 



53 


Saint Ursulaj in penance. The younger female 
appeared to be made of ''metal more attractive,” 
and not wholly unwilling to be a sinner in am- 
bush — ever andanoHj she lifted up the angle t/fthe 
veil that concealed her beauty, and seemed to re- 
connoitre my person from under the pent-house 
of her eye; when she darted a glance of such tierce 
captivation, as might fascinate a trout in the 
stream. 

On tier fnir tiroast a spartling cross slie wore. 

Which Jews might kiss, and Intidcls adore. 

IIa\ ijig some leisure, I slipped two pistorines into 
the old w'ornan’s hand (which appeared to open, 
and receive the douceur, as it were by instinct). 
She understood my meaning, and allured me with 
her fan, to follow her; I obeyed her signals, until 
we arrived at a house in a narrow street, whicli I 
saw my charming incognita enter, as light as a 
fairy ; the ancient lady continuing her silent in- 
structions, I followed them up stairs, into a spa- 
cious, but comfortless apartment : decorated with 
the portraits of an adust Bruno, and a noviciate 
nun : a few chairs, an immense marble slab, with 
massy gilt feet, a sofa, a chafing dish with the re-s/- 
duum of coals, yet warm, and a crucifix, and Sal- 
vator Mundi affixed in ^ niche of the wall. 

I made my apology to the lady, ia French, 
which luckily she understood perfectly well ; and 
after desiring me to be seated, sfoke thus, be- 
fore the duenna : — " Senhor, you arc a stranger, 
and a friend, and in s^ch characters you are eii- 
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tHIcd to luvrpspcct; as I perceive, by the non- 
chalance of 3 'our manner, that you may be inclined 
to think too lightly of my decorum, I must inform 
you that I have limits to my civilities : although I 
am not a sworn enemy to refined gallantry (here the 
duenna gave me a nod of encouragement); were 
there no fools enamoured of beauty, fem'‘le repu- 
tation would not have suftered in the conteniplalu>n 
of thp moralist; by giving them the custody of 
what they arc unable to appreciate, their vanity 
beconioti paramount, and the world hears tliat 
faux pan, which adds not to the health of the 
listener, while it abridges the circulation of Joy. 
Discretion is the attribute of man, and although it is 
niade but a minor virtue in the catalogue, it is fre- 
quently the guardian of all the rest ; with it, the 
sensibilities of love arc never outraged ; but with- 
out it, the finer threads of the heart become un- 
ravelled, and all its delicate texture falls to ruin! 

I have often pondered on the declaration of the 
French Censor — " Sans la discretion, la socle tc 
civile n'est qu' unefali^ue et nn emharras ; car il fant 
ctre toiijours allentij siir soi, popr 7ie ricn Inisscr 
ccliappcr devant des persoiiiics indiJJ'erinlcs, qui en 
pourrqient fare un mauvais usage, suit en re- 
levant cc qu'on Iciir conjic, on eny ajautant de Iciir 
chef dcs circonstances a qnpi I’ on n a jamais pensc ’ 
At the conclusion of this polished quotation, 
she gracefully beckoned the ancient Sybil from the 
virauda, to retife, and prepare some chesnuts and 
Malaga for the Cavalier, As the shc-dragon of re- 
putation receded, she gav^ me a kind of flying 
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courtcsfj or Parthian salute: si^ifvliiffj by the 
movement of her head, a species of congratulation 
at my excellent good fortune. 

You may be surprised, Senhor/' continued 
the Donna, '' at this condescension ; but I view 
you in the light of a national deliverer ! — You are 
a soldier and an Englishman, and must be noble 
and liberal by inheritance ; (here I bowed nny 
head, and, I belicwe, blushed.) lam a widow: 
rny late husband was a Knight of the Holy Ghost — 
a Castilian by birth, and bis honor was as spotless 
as Alpine snows ! IIow proud he would have been 
to have congratulated a magnanimous ally within 
his own walls ! — That is a charming topaz on your 
ring, iSenhor ; the Princess of Monaco had its 
twin-brother, — I think it might fit my finger — 
with your permission — Men oblige — Oh ! Jidon ,'' — 
(He re the MS, was obliterated.) 

While quartered at the convent of Sobrado, wc 
had frequently occasion to use the influence of the 
Monks, ill procuting some essential requisites for 
the sick ; and to smooth and further our designs, 
we often visited the church during mass. On one 
of these events, a gentleman, attached to theCoiii- 
missariat, observed an old woman, who was walcb- 
ing him with more than common attention. As the 
devotees were retiring, she came up to the Ofliccr, 
and tapping him gently on the shoulder with her 
fan, enquired, with a look of indescribable archness, 
if he was a Christian ? ” A Christian, Madam ! ’’ 

quoth he, certainly. Have you not seen me at 
mass.?"' Ah ! Senhor,"’ replied the pecry in- 
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quisitoress^ I. am a Portiigiicsr, and know tho 
tricks of yon Roisterers perfectly well ; I fear this 
awakened piety is merely to bamboozle the Holy 
Fathers ! Tenho meda qui vos via ce, faz’ islo 
Sol para contcntcrc lus Padres santos!” 

On discoursing at Sobrado, with a contractor for 
the Alcaldi, he took occasion to observe, by the 
way of flattery to our Govermnent, that he knew 
very well most of the English were good Christians, 
(that is Catholics ;) but were forced to deny their 
c<inviction, in order to hold places in the Church 
and State. “ King George himself, ” continued he, 
in an elevated tone, " is a true son of the church, 
but he is obliged to acquiesce in heresy, to conform 
to the desires of the vulgar !" 

A short time before we began our retreat to 
Vigo, I learned with surprise, that the Honorable 
Captain Percy, of the 26th foot, was confined with 
an intermittent fever, in the convent of Sobrado, 
and that he wanted certain comfofts : X immediately 
paid him a visit, and found him in an attic cell, 
belonging to one of the monks, who was particu- 
larly attentive to him, as he had been informed 
that he was a branch of the illustrious house of 
Northumberland. While I was sitting by his bed- 
side, the philanthropic monk entered the cell in 
trembling perturbation, with a pallid countenance, 
and dishevelled hair ; telling us, that the French 
scoundrels were actually at Lugo; shortly after 
W'hich, our olfactory nerves were supremely of- 
fended by effluvia evidently arising from the 



drapery of the afiriglited priest ! We both laiij»;hed 
heartily at the discomfited figure before us; but 
as a retreat bccaine immediately necessarv, f ques» 
tioned Captain Percy on his capability of under- 
taking the fatigues of the marcli, as the weather 
was singularly tempestuous; he quickly resolved 
on accompanying us, hut was so weak, that he 
could not mount his horse, without the assistance 
of his servant, and a muleteer. We lost sight of 
him in th<‘ first succeeding night, hut afterwards 
had the good fortune to meet him at a small vil- 
lage, called Saint Gregorio, which is half way 
betwc'eu Sobrado and St. Jago (hi Compostella ; 
but before our arrival at Saint Jago, we missed 
him again, although we had made so sure of liis 
Joining us, that we waited dinner for him at a 
Frenchman’s hotel in that city ; but wc never saw 
him from that time, and were apprehensive that 
he must have been so overborne by inconveniences 
and indisposition as to bocoine a prisoner. 

On the 5th of January, General Fraser received 
an order from In^ad-quartcrs to regain the Corunna 
road, instead of retreating to Vigo, agreeably to 
the first determination. On this tlu*y returned to 
Lugo ; but great numbers of the soldiers vSunk in 
the road, through excess of fatigue. 

Nothing occurred of moment for several days, 
but our minds were continually on the alert to as- 
certain what was necessary for the security of the 
army. 

On the 10th, wc Sent forward a serjeant of the 
1st Royals, to obtain correct information from the 
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f'oinmaiidiiig; OlTicor at Bctair/os. Oa the 11th, 
liaviitg suspicion as to the course of events^ we ap- 
plied to the Alcahla of Sobrado for carls, to con- 
vey the sick away, in contenijdaiion of unfavourable 
news. He at first acceded to the proposition, but 
came in a. short time after, i:i a state of alarm, 
and informed ns that the peasants would not 
permit him to fulfil our demand. On this w«. jiro- 
duced our pi.stols, one of which I gave to Lieute- 
nant r , and girded on my sabre ; and at my 

recomrneiulation, he ordered out a tile of men, 
though they were principally feeble and in a con- 
valescent state, and ordered them to load before 
the mob. Then we proceeded to the fields, and, 
after a chacc of two hours, we procured a .sullicicnt 
number of bullocks and carts. 

The Serjeant returned on the 12th, with an 
order to proceed as fast as possible to Corunna; 
but that being impracticable from the position of 
the enemy, we determined to go forthwith to Vigo, 
and departi;d the same day, at 5 P. M. 

Ill consequence of this order, we sent off tin; 
sick, in carts, by the direct road to Corunna ; 
deeming it better that they should run the risk of 
being taken by the J^reneb, than perish by the 
neglect or increasing malignancy of the Spaniards. 
It , should be noted, that when our worthy and 
faithful allies of Sobrado, found that we were to 
retreat, they loaded us with the coarsest upbraid 
ings ; and W'C saw this event in perspective so 
clearly, that we kept it a secret as long as possible. 

On sleeping at Caldos, on our way to Vigo, wc 
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took up our quariers at a sorry iiiil, where (hey 
made us pay soundly for a villainous supper, and 
where [ was llca-bitteii, in the night, without in- 
termission. On summoning tlic liosh'ss, *arlyiii 
the morning, to pay her the hill, sin; had the civil 
c/lrontery to ask me, with a smile, if I had not slept 
well in her pasadcij as it was noted over Spain, 
for c.xeellent aeooimnodation, hy all travellers. I 
was SO' provoked by her (aunts and sneers at my 
chagrin, that 1 shewed her a part of luy linen, by 
way of reply. Having suiveved a portirm of niy 
cIicniLsc, through her spectacles, she caliidy ob- 
served, that her beds were fanvous for (heir clean- 
liness, but that one flea was as bad as a million ! 

Sobrado is situated half way between Lugo and 
St. Jago de Compostella. We must here halt a 
moment, to make a slight cbmment upon the verity 
of the Frciieli bulletins; theOlst of which, states, 
“ That General Fraachcschi entered St. Jago, and 
found some magazines, and an English guard, which 
he took ." — Oil the 13th of January we were at 
St. Jago, where there was a inagaziiie of provisions, 
but not one soldier to guard it; so that, though 
the French Government may vouch loudly for the 
common truth of Ihcir bulletins, they must not 
contend sturdily for their correctness. 

On my return to St. Jago, I had full experience 
of the clFects of human instability, so far as it is 
dependent upon good or bad fortune. On tinding 
tliat the people of this town, had resisted the Com- 
missary in the apt of destroying his stores, having 
only an opportunity to stave the rum casks, suh 



60 


silcntio, I went to the Governor’s to procure the 
keySj to p;et provision for a small detachment of 
men. and to render the rest unserviceable. I de- 
manded them at his jrate^ in the name of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty ; but it was unavailing, as this 
heretofore most civil Governor, remained inac- 
cessible! Finding his rii^aoions ob tinacy con- 
tinucj I afiiiiiied that if I did not receive the. keys 
in five minutes, 1 would break open the doors of 
the depot, wiiicli eventually I did ; and after gain- 
ing tin; supplies, marched oli’ for Saint Vigo, as 
there w'as no time to be lost on an emergency so 
pressing. 

Hearing by every succeeding courier, that the 
van of the Fiamch army was advaticing, wc hastened 
on with little cessation, yet many of our men 
were so foot-worn and harrassed, that they threw 
themselves on the ground, and waited the caprice 
of Fortune ! Shortly after wc bad passed Redon- 
hela, I first perceived, with emotions of gladness, 
a British seventy-four, riding at anchor, in Vigo- 
Bay, from which we were about four leagues dis- 
tant. It is needless to aver, how nimbly we tript 
over the intervening path. On our arrival at 
Vigo, we reported ourselves to Brigadier-General 
Alton, w ho had then the command of that station. 

Vigo is situated on an eminence commanding 
the harbour, and is the neatest town that I have 
seen in Spain ; it resembles an English sea-port 
more than any other, though it is irregularly built. 
Tire fort is large, but out of repair. 

As the conduct of the people of this place was 
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v^ry equivocal, we deemed it prudent to conceal 
the actual moiives for our embarkation as long as 
possible, and we found after, that such piecaution 
had been necessary. General Crawford’s brigade 
consisted now of about 2800 men. — We were taken 
on board 24 transports — the Alfred man of war, of 
74 guns, and the Hindostan store-ship, acting as 
convoy. 

1 have learned since I was at Vigo, that the 
Dishop of Oporto would not suffer Sir Robert 
Wilson to get any more recruits, after he had 
raised 700 Portuguese with inliiiite assiduity; in 
pursuance of this treacherous conduct on the part 
of that wily prelate. Sir Robert marched the men 
away, that he had thus enlisted, but has not since 
been heard of! So much for the moral honor of 
Monseigneur L’Evequc, our holy treasurer, and 
very g’ood friend ; but the wise of other times have 
said, monachun nonfacit cucullus ! 


MOVEMENTS OF THE MAIN ARMY 
( From the MSS. of another Officer.) 

A GALLANT AFVAIB BY THE SEVENTH DRAGOONS. 

On the 25th of December, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kerrison, of the 7th Light Dragoons, being stationed 
at Benevente, with a small advanced party of ten 
men, fell in with a piquet of the enemy’s cavalrjy^ 
consisting of fifteen privates and an officer. Each 
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paify drew up in order to tliarge, when the Iwp 
officers singled cacli oilier out. The Frenchman 
made point at Colonel Kerrison, which, liy a skil- 
ful manao;enient of his horse, he avoided, (though 
his jacket was lorn hy the blade) : and, in the same 
moment, he gave his antagoni.st so severe-a blow 
with his sabre, across the forehead, as to bring 
them both from tlieir horses: the Frenchmau. from 
the violence of the stroke, and Colonel Kerrison, 
from the violence of action. The men, in tke 
mean time, had been warmly engaged, in a slashing 
conflict, hand to hand ; but the French now fled, 
leaving three dead on the field, and five prisoners, 
behind them. 'Flic Colonel’s men now came to his 
assistance, when, on raising him up, thi'y found his 
arm had been broken by a blow given by his adver- 
sary, with the hilt of his sword ; but the French 
officer lay dead beside him. 

The following melancholy anecdote is a striking 
proof t)f the high state of discijiline in which the 
Commander in Chief .held the army; and, not-* 
withstanding the instance was lamentable, it was 
deemed supremely necessary, to inijiress the country 
people with our determination to uphold a system 
of severe justice : — ‘ 

In the march from Astorga, four dragoons, who 
had not eaten bread for forty-eight hours, entered 
a merchant’s shop to cheapen some, which he re- 
fused to sell ; when the poor fellows seized a loaf 
and a bit of bacon, which they ate raw. The 
Userchant followed them to their quarters, and pre- 
ferred his complaint to Sir John Moore, who. 
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actuated by a laudable desire to maintain barmony 
with the Spaniards^ told them that one must die. 
On this, the ludiappy men drew straws, .tnd he that 
drew the shortest was tied to a tree, and shot; 
.after which, all the regiments were marched in suc- 
cession round his body ! 

Yet, in despite of the ed'orts and w ise conduct 
of Sir John Moore and his Staff, such w as the flinty 
and unfeeling conduct of the people towards us, 
that we were forced to break open many houses in 
.search of those succoifrs for the siek and the w eary, 
that we would gladly have paid for most liberally. 
But as our men became stragglers, and ventured 
to snatch provisions in this predatory way, they 
were generally assassinated by the country peoplp. 

I saw mkny'" of our soldiers throw themselves 
dow u by the road- side, and declare their utter in- 
ahilify to proceed farther; hoping, among the be.st 
points of a bad fortune, to be taken prisoners by 
the Frencli, rather than fall into the superstitioj[i.s 
fangs of the enraged boors of Galicia; who became 
cruel and insolent in proportion as wc became em- 
barrassed. 

During these transactions the alfairs of the main 
army W'cnt on but inauspicioiisly. Whispers were 
circulating that Bonaparte had left Madrid, to 
circumvent our passage to the sea : advices canie 
from Count de la Romana, expressing bis appre- 
hension of the vast designs of the enemy, and the 
absolute necessity of retreating was now admitted 
by all — but the conviction was somewhat too late. 

The campaign now assumeS such an aspect of 
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horror as might have struck the stoutest heart 
with despair ; the French were so close as to be 
able continually to harrass our rear; the Spaniards 
in the van, wore removing every serviceable thing 
they could out of our way, with all the alacrity 
their native indolence would allow. I’he elemeots 
were warring agaiast u.s with the ufniosL faw, and 
without intermission, for near three weeks ! Mt-r*. 
women, and children worn out by unceasing fa- 
tigue, were lying down by the road .side; some 
with the hope of renovating their .strength that 
they might be able to proceed ; others, in a state 
of despercation, rc.solved to end their lingering suf- 
fering.s, by pa.ssively awaiting death. But few of 
either of those distressed beings ever rose again : 
for those who proposed it, were so completely 
chilled and slift'ened by lying on the w’et ground 
during half an hour, with their clothes already 
drenched, and still e.vposcd to a torrent of rain ; 
that, after a feeble attempt to rise, they would fall 
back, and resign themselves to Heaven, without 
further struggle ! In this plenitude of woe, there 
was no hope of assistance from others, it being a 
task sufficient for the most hardy and athletic to 
preserve themselves. To complete the appalling 
spectacle, the road on each side was lined with 
dead horses ; those poor beasts having been as much 
exhausted by exertion as the men, were shot, to 
prevent their falling to the’ share of the enemy. 
This was a sorry sight, which the bulletins describe 
to have been so revolting to Bonaparte ! He, who 
could view, calm antt uomoved^ fields strewn with 
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human slaughter — lie^ mIiosc voice, like the man- 
date of Bellona, makes carnage unrestricted; found 
his nature suddenly shocked, and liis lu rves thrill 
with tenderness at beholding the dead English 
horses! It certainly would ha^e been more con- 
siderate in us to have left them in return for those 
of the Imperial Guard which were taken at Bene- 
vente; but the English are savages and idotaters, 
and have no idea of such civil retribution. Such 
is the insinuation conveyed to the Spaniards by the 
spirit of that bulletin, which atfects to explain thisi 
lamented event: though with the usual French 
dexterity, those sentiments arc given to the Spa- 
niards as their own effusions : — They are made to 
consider this circumstance as a sort of rcUgioiis 
sacrifice^ to appease Almighty vengeance, and im- 
plore safe conduct to our ships. They are made 
to deduce from it, very strange and unfavourable 
ideas of the religion of England/" It must be 
confessed, if there is little grace, yet there is much 
political science in this manoeuvre; for of all the 
arms he can turn against us, this is the most 
powerful he can weild, in such countries as Spain 
and Portugal. Napoleon understands humua na- 
ture well, and calculates with particular precision 
on the bigotry and superstition of the people he 
would cajole. 

The military chest, in the retreat of our army, 
towards Astorga, contained dollars to the amount 
of 5^600,000, and about £ 15,000 in gold coin. It 
was thrown into rivers, caverns, and over the clefts 
of precipices to prevent its falling into the hands 
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of the enemy; and to this circumstance was im- 
putable the loss of our men : many having 
dropped behind^ under various pretences, in the 
hope of recovering part of the specie so disposed 
of, who were afterwards unable to regain their 
respective corps. 

According to the Twenty-eighth French Bulletin, 
1,800,000 francs of this treasure, have fallen into 
the hands of the enemy. 

It was the opinion of several officers of distinc- 
tion, that had the hills commanding the passes, 
bctw'ecn Lugo and Villa Franca, been furnished 
with artillery ; it would have been utterly imprac- 
ticable for the French, notwithstanding their su- 
perior forces, to have penetrated by that route, 
upon the rear of our army. And this opinion re- 
ceived a sanction so impressive, that mules were 
actually purchased at Lugo, for the purpose of 
carrying up light artillery to those eminences ; but 
the measure was abandoned from some unknown 
cause ! 

Had those passes been fortified, we should not 
probably have lost a single soldier at Corunna, at 
least by the sword of the enemy; but this pre- 
caution having been neglected in the advance of 
our army, it became impossible to effect it during 
the retreat, as the impulse of consternation was 
too powerful to admit the intervention of method. 
All the information that we received respecting the 
enemy, was false and overcharged; but we had 
solid reason to know, that all our movements were 
faithfully conveyed to Madrid. 



67 


From fbe same fatal source of false confidence, 
arose the capital neglect of not getting the harbour 
of Ferrol, "with the whole of the squadron. The de- 
meanour of the Spaniards did not warrant this ex- 
cess of complaisance; and the conduct of the pea- 
.santry was hostile in the extreme; they even po- 
niarded and hung several of our brave fellows 
wherever they could find them straggling after 
food or beverage. Their reproaches were of the 
most bitter and mortifying nature, and I was often 
happy that the army did not understand them. — ■ 
The women and children attached to the expedi- 
tion sufiered inconceivable miseries ; and several 
dashing elegantes, w'ho had quitted the safe re- 
gions of Mary-lc-bonne, to follow the fortunes of 
the war, with their dear friends, were despoiled of 
their accustomed influence ; as those who had cap- 
tivated so many, were themselves made captives. 

It is a fault applicable fo a British army, that 
they generally have too much baggage, but this 
love of personal comfort, proved of no avail ia 
this unhappy retreat ; the baggage of the officers 
had been mostlv left with the mules on the road, 
and all the minor finery was of course left behind. 
Ghent ruffles, silk hose, shirts, and shirties fell 
into Gallic hands ; and so reduced were the mili- 
tary gentlemen in the essential points of drapery, 
that many of them did not change their linen, in 
a hard passage from Astorga to Plymouth ; which, 
added to the common necessity of sleeping every 
night, for several weeks, under the canopy of hea- 
ven, made their situation unenviable. 

. E 2 
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When the van of our army arrived at Corunna, 
they proceeded to embark as fast as possible; but 
on Ihe morning of the 15(h of January, the enemy 
took such a position in our front, as made it neces- 
sary to resist, and a battle took place on the en- 
suing day. 


Official Account of the Battle of Corunna. 

nOWNING-STREET, JANUARY 24, ISOp. 

The Honorable Captain Hope arrived late last night, with a Dis- 
patch from Lieut. Hen. Sir David Baird, to Lord Viscount 
Castlercagh, one of his Majesty s Principal Secretaries of State, 
of which ihe following is a copy : — 

Ills Majesty’s Sliip Ville de Paris, at Sea, 
MY LORD, ^ January i8, 1809. 

By the niuch-lainented death of Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Moore, who fell in action wdlh the enemy on the lOth instant, it 
has become my duty to acquaint your Lordshij), that the French 
army attacked the Britisli troops in the position they occupied in 
front of Corunna, at about two o'clock in the afternoon of that 
day. 

A severe wound, wliich comj>eUed me to quit the field a short 
time previous to the fill of Sir John Moore, obliges me to refer 
your Lordship for the particular^ of the action, which was long and 
obstinately contested; to the enclosed report of Lieutenant-General 
Hope, who succeeded to the command of the army, and to whose 
ability and exeriions, in direction of the ardent zeal and uiicon* 
qiierablc valour of his Majesty's troops, is to be attributed, under 
Providence, the success of the day, which tenninated in the com- 
plete and entire repulse and defeat of the enemy, at every point of 
attack* 
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The Honorable Captain Gordon, my Auhdu-Camp, will have 
the honor of delivering this dispatch, and will be able to give your 
Lordship any further information which may be required. 

I have the honor to be, Kc. 

D. Baird, Lieutenant-General. 
Right Hon, Lord Viscount Castlvrcagh, 

Ili^ Ship Aiut.irjou'i, oil’ (^^rlHlna, 

SIR, J.inn.jry 10, lOOy 

In eonipliance with the desire contained in your coinmunication 
of yesterday, I avail ni>sc!f of the first inonicnt I have Ix cii able 
to connniuid, to detail to jou the occurrences of the action uhich 
look place in front of Cenunna, on tJie ll>th instant. 

It will be in your rct ollection, that about one in the afternoon 
of that day, the enemy, wlio had in the morning receiv’d rein- 
forcements, and wlu) liad placed some guns in front of the right 
and left of his line, uas observed to be moving troojw towards his 
left flank, and forming ^arions columns of attack at that extremity 
of the strong and commanding position, which, on the morning of 
the J .Hh, he had taken in our iimnetliate front. 

This indication of his intention was immediately succeeded by 
the rapid and determined attack which he made upon your division, 
which occupied the light of our position. events which oc- 

curred during that period of the action you are fully acquainted 
with. The first effort of the enemy was met by the Commander 
of the Forces, and by yourselfi at the head of the 42d regiment, 
and the brigade under Major-General Lord William Bentinck. The 
village on your riglU became an object of obstinate contest. 

I lament to say, that soon after tiic severe wound which dcjjrived 
the army of your services, Lieutenant-General SirJoJjii Mooie, 
who had just directed the most able disposition, fell by a cannon 
sliot. The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparable 
loss tJiey had sustained, were not dismayed, but, by the most 
determined bravery, not only re|>elled every attempt of the enemy 
to gain ground, but actually forced him to retire, altJiough he had 
brought up fresh troops in support of those originally engaged. 

The enemy, finding himself foiled in every atlemi)! to force the 
right of the position, endeavoured by numbers to turn it. A judi- 
cious and well-timed movement, which was made by Major-Gene^ 
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ral Paget, with the reserve, mIjicIi corpus had moved out of its 
eantonments to support the right of the army, by a vigorous attai k, 
defeated this intention. Tlie Major-General, having pushed for- 
ward the 95th (ritie corps) and 1st battalion 3'2d regiments, drove 
the enemy before him, arid, in Jiis rapid and judicious advance, 
tlireateiied the left of the enemy's position. This circumstance, with 
the position of Lieutenant-CJeiicral Frazer's division, (calculated to 
give still further security to the right of the line) induced the 
enemy to relax his efforts in that quarter. 

I'lipy were, Iiowever, more forcibly directed towards the c/ irirc, 
where they were again successfully resisted by the brigade under 
Ma jor-General Manningliajn, forming the left of your division, and 
a part of that under Major-fieiieral Leith, forming the right of 
the (livic-ion under iny orders. 

Upon the left, the enemy at first contented himself with an attack 
upon our pi((uct5, which, however, in general maintained their 
ground. Finding, however, his effoits unavailing on the right and 
centre, he seemed determined to render the attack upon the left 
more serious, and Jiad succeeded in obtaining possession of the 
vilhige through which the great road to Madrid passes, and wJjicli 
was situated in front of that part of I he line. From this post, 
however, he was soon expelled, with considerable loss, by a gallant 
attack of some companies of the second battalion 1 Uli regiment, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Nicliolls ; before live in the evcniing, we 
liad not only sucecssfully repelled every attack made upon tlie jKisi- 
tion, but had gained ground in almost all points, and occupied a 
more foiward line than at the fommeiicement of the ac tion, whilst 
the enemy confined his oiieiations to a cannonade, and the fire of 
iris light troops, with a view to draw off his other Corps. At six 
the firing entirely ceased. Tlie different brigades were re- 
assembled on the ground they occupied ia the morning, and the 
piquets and advanced posts resumed thcir original stations. 

Notvvithslamling the decided and marked superiority which at 
this moment the gallantry of ihc troops had given tliem over au 
enemy, who, fVom iris numbers, and the coinmanding advantages 
of his position, no doubt ex^iected an easy victory, 1 did not, on 
reviewing all circumstances, conceive that I should be warranted 
ill (Icparliiig from what 1 knew was the fixed and {)revi(His< deter- 
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miliation of the late Commander of the Forces, to withdraw the 
army on the evening of the 1 olh, for the purpose of embarkation ; 
the previous arrangements for which had already l>ocn made by 
his order, and w ere in fact far advanced at the commencement of 
the action. The troops (piitted their position about ton at night, 
with a degree of order tliat did (hem credit. The whole of llie 
artillery that remained unembarked having been withdrawn, tije 
troops followed in the order prescribed, and marched to their re- 
spective points of embarkation in the town aii<l neighboui hood of 
Coruiiiia. '^Flic pirpiets remained at their posts until five on tlie 
morning of tlic l/th, when they were also withdrawn, with similar 
orders, and ivitliout the enemy having discovered the movoinciit. 

By the uinemitted exertion of Captains the Hoiiorahle H. Cur* 
zon, (irosseliii, Boys, Rainier, Serrett, Hawkins, Dighy, Carden, 
and iMackeiizie, of tlie Royal Navy, who, in pursuance of the 
orders of Rear-Admiral de Courcy, were entrusted with the ser- 
\ivc of embarking the army; and in consequence of the arrange* 
incuts made by Commissioner Bowen, Captains Bowen and Shep* 
herd, and the other agents for transports, the whole of the army 
was embarked with an expedition which has seldom been equalled. 
AVitli the exception of the brigades under Major-Generals Hill and 
Beresford, which were destined to remain on shoi-e, until the 
movements of the enemy should become manifest, tlie whole was 
afloat before day-light. 

The brigade of Major-General Beresford, wdiich was alternately 
to form our rear-guard, occupied the land front of the town of 
Corunna; that under Major-General Hill was stationed in reserve 
on the promontory in rear of the town. 

The enemy pushed his light troops towards the towm soon after 
eight o'clock in the morning of the 17th, and shortly after oc- 
cupied the heights of St. Lucia, which command the harbour. 
But notwithstanding this circumstance, and the manifold defects of 
the place ; there being no apprehension that the rear-guard could 
be forced, and the disposition of the Spaniards appearing to be 
good, the embarkation of Major-General Hill's brigade was com- 
menced, and completed by three in the afternoon ; Major-General 
Beresford, with that zeal and ability which is so well known to 
yourself and the whole army, having fully explained, to tlic satis- 
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faclioti of the Spanish Governor, the nature of our movement, and 
havin<; made every previous arrangement, withdrew his corps from 
the land front of the town, soon after dark, and was, with all the 
wounded that had not been previously moved, embarked before 
one this mo ruing. 

Cireumstances forbid us to indulge tlie Iiopc, that the victory 
with which it has pleased Providence to crown the efforts of the 
array, can be attended with any very brilliant consequences to 
Great Britain. It is clouded by the loss of one of litr bojf soldiers. 
It has beeji ;;#hicved at the termination of a lojjg imd harras&:ng 
service. The superior niunhcrs, and advanltigcoua positions of the 
enemy, not less thaji tlie actual situation of liiis army, did not 
adjuit of any advantage being leaped from success. It must be, 
however, to you, to the uniiy, audio our cfurntry, the sweetest 
rctlectiou, that the lustre of the Britisii arms has been maiutaiued 
amidst many disudvautageous circuinslaiiccs. The army, which 
Jmd entered Spain amidst the fairest [)ros[>ects, had no sooner com^ 
pleted its junclion, than, owing to the multiplied disasters that 
dispersed tiic native armies around us, it was left to its own re- 
sources. The advance of the BritisJi corps from the Duero, af- 
forded (he host hope that the South of Spain miglit be relieved ; 
but this generous effort to save the unfortunate people, also afforded 
the enemy tlie opportunity <h irccliiig every effort of his iiuiiie- 
rous troops, and concentrating : d his principal resources for the 
destruction of the only regular iurce in the North of Spain, 

You are well awaie w'illi what diligence this system has been 
pursuei}. 

These circumstances produced the necessity of rapid and liar- 
rassiiig marches, whicii had diminished the numbers, exliansted the 
strength, and inipairtHi the equipment of the army. Notwith- 
standing all these disadvantages, ami those more immediately 
attached to a defensive position, which ilie imperious necessity of 
covering the harbour of Corunna for a time had rendered indis- 
pensable to assume, the native and undaunted valour of British 
troops was never more conspicuous, and must have exceeded wJial 
even your own experience of that invaluable quality, so inherent in 
them, inviy have taught you to expect. When every one that had 
an opportunity seemed to vie in improving it, it is difficult for ine. 
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in making this report, to select particular instances for your ap- 
probation. TJie corps chiefly engaged, were the brigades under 
Major-Cjreiierals Lord William Bentinck, and Maniiingl»ain, and 
Leith; and the brigade of (iiianls, under Major-(ienerciI \Var<le. 

'I \> these oiHcers, and tlie troops under tlieir iiiiiiiediale oiders, 
the greatest praise is due. Major-(ieii*jraI Hill and Colonel Catlin 
Cianfuvd, with tlieir brigades, on the left of tbe position, ably 
supported their advanced posts. The bruiif of the action i’ell 
upon the Uh, 42d, 'jOth, and 8 1st regiments, with pints of the 
brigade of Guards, and the '2()'lb regiment. Troin Lieiitonant- 
Culonel Murray, Quarter-Master-General, and ilie Oflieers of the 
general StafI' 1 received tiie most marked assistance. 1 burl reason 
to regret, that the illness of Brigadier-General Clinton, Adjutant - 
General, deprives! me of bis aid. I was indebted b# Brigadier- 
General Slade, during the action, for a zealous offer of bis per- 
sonal services, altliougli the cavalry were embarked. 

The greater part of the fleet having gone to sea yesterday even- 
ing, the whole being under weigh, and the corps in the ciubarka- 
lion necessarily much mixed on board, it is impossible at present 
to lay befoiC you a return of our casualfics. I hope the loss in 
numbers is not so considerable as might lia\e been expected. If 
I was obliged to form an estimate, I sliould say, that I believe it 
did not exceed in killed and wounded from seven to eight hundred; 
that of the eiieniy must remain unknown, but many cireurnstmices 
induce me to rate it at nearly double the above number. We 
have some prisoners, but I have not been able to obtain an account 
of the number; it is not, however, consideiable. Several Oflieers 
of rank have fallen or been wounded, among uhoiii I am only at 
present enabled to stale the names of Lieutenant-Colonel Napier, 
92 d regiment, Majors Napier and Stanhope, 5()lli regiment, killed; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Winch, 4lh regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel IMax- 
well, 2t)th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fane, 591b regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel CJiiflitli, Guards, Majors Miller and Williams, 
8 1st regiment, wounded, 

To you, who are well actpiaiiited with the excellent qualities of 
Lieutenant-Gcnerai Sir John Moore, I need not expiitiatc on the 
loss the army and his country have sustained by bis death. His 
fall has deprived me of a valuable friejid, to whom long experience 
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of Iiis worth had sinf'crely attached me. But it is chiefly on |)iiblic 
irrouiids that I must lament the blow. It will be the conversation 
ot‘e>'ery one who loved or lespected his mauiy character, that, after 
coiiflin tiiii; tlie arniv throu^li aii aiduons retreat with consnminatc 
lirmiiess, he has terminated a earci'r of distinguished honor bv a 
death that has given the: enemy additional reason to respect the 
name of a Hritisii soldier. lake the immortal Wolfe, he is snatched 
from his (ountrv at an early perif)d of a life spent iii her service ; 
like Wolfe, his last jiioments were gilded by the prospect of suc- 
cess, and cheered bv the aeclamalioii of victory; like Wolfe, also, 
bis memory will fm- ever remain sacred in that country which he 
sincerely loved, and \^llil ll he had so faithfully served. 

It leinains for me only to e.xpiessniy hope that you will speedily 
be restored to the service of jour country, and to lament the un- 
fortunate circumstance that removed you from your station in the. 
held, and threw tlie momentary command into far less able hands. 

I have the honor to be, &:c, 

John Hope, Lieutenant-General 
7b Lunienanl-Gentral Sir D, Baird, ^r. 

At the coinmencemeut of the action. Marshal 
Soult brought two field-pieces and a howitzer to 
bear upon the van of the British division, which 
galled the men exceedingly, wTio were waiting 
with throbbing pulses, for the signal to attack ; 
which, being given, the 42d, 14th, 93th, and 32d, 
rushed on the enemy with fixed bayonets, and drove 
them up an acclivity with great slaughter. 

As night alone prevented the continuance of the 
fight, w e made fires on the field of battle to delude 
the enemy, and retire into Corunna to prepare for iin- 
mediate embarkation. I saw Sir J. Moore at the time 
he received his mortal wound ; he clung momenta- 
rily to the mane of his horse^ and then sunk by the 
tight side : various field-officers hurried to assist 



their geueral, but he felt the impossibility of con- 
tinuing the command ; he was carried olf by si's 
privates of the gallant 42d, and rested upon a 
stone, about a mile in distance from tiie rc'ar of 
the army; while they remained there, two shells 
struck the stone. 

Sir David Baird lost his arm by a cannon ball, 
nearly at the .same time; he desired to have his 
.shattered limb amputated on the spot, but the 
surgeons prevailed on him to be conveyed to Co- 
runna. 


I'AllTICULyRS OF SIR JOHN MOORE’s DE.VTIL 
By an Eye Witness. 

“ I MET the general on the evening of the 16lli 
Instant, as some soldiers were bringing him to 
Corunna, supported in a blanket, with sashes. He 
knew me immediately, though it was almost dark ; 
squeezed me by the band, and said, ‘ Do not leave 
me.’ — lie spoke to the surgeons on their examining 
lu,s wound, but was in such pain he could say but 
little. After some time lie seemed very anxiou.<i 
to speak to me; and at intervals, expressed himself 
as follows: — The first question he asked was — 
'Are the French beaten? — which enquiry he re- 
peated to all those he knew, as they entered the 
room. On being assured by all, that the French 
were beaten, he exclaimed — ' I hope the people of 
JLnglmd mil be satisfied. I hope my country wiU do 
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me justice. You will see my friends as soon as 
you possibly can — tell them every thing — say to 
my motlier — (here his voice failed him ) — Hope — 
Hope — I have much fo say^ bu^ cannot get it out. 
Is Colonel Graham, and are all my Aidcs-de- 
Camp, well } — 1 have made my will, and have re- 
membered my servants. — Colbornc has my will, 
and all my papers.’ 

“ Major (.'olborne (his principal Aid-du-Camp,) 
then came into the room — he spoke most kindly 
fo him, and then said to me, Remember , you go 

to , and tell him it is my request, and that / 

expect he will befriend Major Colbornc — he has 
been long with me, and 1 know him most worthy 
of it.’ He then again asked Major Colbornc if 
the French were beaten; and on being told they 
were repulsed on every point, he said it was a 
great satisfaction in his last moments, to knov} he 
had beat the French. 

'Is General Paget in the room.^’ — On my 
telling him he was not, he said, ' Remember me to 
him. — I feel myself so strong, I fear I shall be 
long dying : I am in great pain.’ 

" He then thanked the doctors for their atten- 
tion. 

" Captains Percy and Stanhope came into the 
room, he spoke kindly to both, and asked Percy if 
all his Aides-de-Camp were well. He pressed my 
hand close to his body, and in a few minutes died 
without a struggle. 

" He said to me, while the surgeons were 
examining his wound — ' You know I have always 
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'Wished to die this way.' — As far as I can recollect, 
this is every thing he said, except asking to be 
placed in an easier posture.” 

The late gallant and niiich lamented Sir John 
Moore, was the brother of Caplain Graham 
Moore, of the Marlborough, of 74 guns, and son 
of the celebrated Dr. 51c.ore. He was about 47 
years of age, and hail greatly distinguished himself 
in his profession, particularly in Egypt.” 

Sir John Moore was buried in his clothes, and 
without a coffin, in a grave dug by the hands of 
the officers of his Staff, in one of the bastions of 
the fort of Corunna: as the superstition of the 
Chapter would not permit the remains of this 
gallant gentleman, to be inferred in the cathedral. 
One of his brave companions in arm.s, might have 
said indignantly to the Monk, on this occasion, 

a 

I tell ihcc, chiirlisli priest, he \\iU a ministriiig 
Angel be, when fhoa licst howling. 

Thus glorious has been the termination of this 
hero's existence, lie died like a Roman, in the 
best days of her Republic, on the field of battle, 
and in the service of his country: Cornelia would 
have wept over the ashes of such a son ! 

On the 16th January, at Corunna, a young 
Devonshire lad, who had been wounded, offered 
a Spanish boatman half a dollar, to convey him on 
board. The Spaniard insisted on a dollar, which 
the other promised on his arrival at the ship. 
Coming alongside, he gave the half dollar, and 



■vvas proceeding up the ship’s side, when the boat- 
man drew a poniard, and stabbed him aslant the 
ribs, but not dangerously; on this, a tar, who saw 
the transaction from the vessel, jumpt into the 
boat, and threw the cruel ally overboard ! 

The conduct of Sir Samuel Hood, in accelerat- 
ing the embarkation, was supremely laudable. 
By his judicious and spirited arrangements, wc 
saved many men. He received several hundreds 
on board the Barfleur, and his crew and boats 
were continually on the alert to render service. 

Thus fatally ended an Expedition which has cost 
the Brili.sh Government and the Nation twenty 
millions sterling, and the greater part of 20, (XK) men, 
hors dc comhat ; that is, in killed, wounded, drown- 
ed, and rakssing! — The armament was sent forth 
with the approbation of every unthinking man ; and 
those wlio thought, were compelled to be .silent dur- 
ing the whirlwind of an unfounded preparation. — 
1 knew Spain, and the people -well, and prophesied 
every evil that occurred, without any supernatural 
pretensions whatever. 

It is ipiperatively essential that a general alter- 
ation should take place in the appointment of ano- 
ther Cof/nnissariat, and in its management, when 
appointed. Each Administration are bound, by a 
sacred duty which they owe to their country, to 
relax in that system of patronage which would 
make the place suit the agent, and not the agent 
suit the place. We are not disposed to oflend, we 
are only disposed to do good.— How absurd, how 
deadly was it to the well-being of the army, to 



depute men as Commissaries to Sp'ain, who were 
ignorant of tlie language of that nation! How 
were they to bargain for, and exaiaiuc stores, 
who knew not the nomenclature of the articles ? — 
Shall the unrazored, untravcilcd relatives or de- 
pendants of a few men in power, be heedlessly 
thrust into situations of such deep responsibility ; 
as to include, not merely the comforts, but (as 
it has been proved in this Narrative,) the very ex- 
istence of our brave countrymen, while struggling 
with dilTiculties in a foreigJi land? — Fodrid it 
justice, and forbid it humanity ! — It is a system 
that vitiates the heart’s blood of enterprize. — It is 
an abomination in the scale of authority, and must 
be reformed altogether. 

At the close of a retreat such as this, who would 
have considered it possible for the British to rally, 
and repel the enemy with such complete effect ? 
This fact affords a proof, that had they been brought 
up to the charge while their physical strength was 
full and ardent, and before the native armies were 
dispersed ; that the epithet of folly would not have 
been applicable to this expedition, at least to the 
extent it now is. 

Having taken our degrees in the schools of expe- 
rience and disaster, we ought to listen no more to 
the ruinous delusions of unaccredited hope. We 
.should rest convinced of the impossibility of our 
succeeding on the peninsula of the Continent, in 
odensive or defensive measures. Our manners and 
language are so distinct as to preclude a chance of 
cordial co-operation, on any thing like a general 
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scale ; but, above all, the grand and insurmountable 
obstacle of religion will be ever opposed to such a 
desirable combination of interests. Away then 
with the artifices of those who will continue to 
prattle about the unsubdued enthusiasm of the 
Spaniards, by way of encouraging fresh efforts, 
and calling forth fresh sacrifices in a fruitless cause. 
We have oflered victims enough upon the altars of 
their prejudices, and it is now time that the itu ■ 
niolation should cease. If such spirits be honest, 
they are dangerous deluders, and do not understand 
the interests of their country. 

Let the good ])eoplc of Britain be assured that 
this enthusiastic leeling, the fine sense of honour, 
and the high cliivalrous spirit wJiich has been 
so long attributed to the Spaniards ! and made 
the burden of English ballads for the last twelve- 
months, exists only in their romances and their 
conversation ; or in that of their partizans here, 
who are led to assert such shadowy and pre- 
sumptive ideas from sinister motives. If ever 
their nation possessed those attributes of sub- 
limated honor, the sacred impulse is now wholly 
dissipated. They are not only actuated by a grand 
principle of deception towards us, from sordid 
motives, but that principle is kept alive, and sti- 
mulated by the suggestions of malice, and the de~ 
Hire of revenge. Their watch- word against us 'is, 
“ Remember to return us the four frigates ; but 
how will you return the murdered innocents!” 
This was literally the language they vociferated to 
cheer us on our retreat, and the-more justice there 
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may be in this requisition^ the more dread ought 
wc to have of lending ourselves to a feigned 
friendship, where we are aware some reason exists 
to cherish an unforgiving disposition. From the 
expcrinienfal philosophy, Mdiich we have so deeply^ 
but disastrously acquired in Spain; and from every 
consequent reflection that arises on the subject^, 
v/e must be convinced, (if the power to be con- 
vinced is in our system,) that should we have the 
weakness to ofler ourselves again, as the instru- 
ineiifs of a Spanish party, nothing but evil and 
overthrow is to be expected in the issue. 

1 lad General Moore’s last dispatches been pub- 
lished by Government, they might have rendered 
some of these remarks unnecessary, as it is under- 
stood that they embraced a most comprehensive 
view of the various situations in wliich our army 
was placed, from the moment of its entrance into 
Spain, to the time when it became necessary to re- 
treat. Tliey would give an account, by no mean!i 
flattering, of the means and disposition, the cha- 
racter and resolution of the people of Spain. 


F 
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BROAD HINTS 

lOR 

TllR TRANSPORT BOARD. 


l.ET (!' 'i'rvod ('('iij-mc liill on tlie masters of the 
transjjoi :‘i, \ ho^ for the greater part,, betrayed the 
cxln-ine of ignorance and cowardice; ina-ny of 
tliem, as I v\as credibly informed, (and Avhich in- 
formation lia.-, i)een support d by the public prints,) 
Avere so harrow cd witli terror at the first fin; of 
tin; French, from the lieights, into the harbour of 
Ooruniui; that they cut their cables, and having no 
sail set, run on shore. Five V(;ssels were stranded; 
two ofvvtiici!, howr'ver, by the gallantry and skill 
of a niidshipnian and boat’s crew of the Bartleur. 
vverr; mainu d and brought out, from between the 
teeth, as I may say, of the French batteries ! 

Fur the sake of humanity, the geiieral bad con- 
duct and want of skill of these people, ought to 
be placed in a true light . —to h ad to it in one in- 
sstance, T shall relate the most striking occurrences 
of my ]>assage borne from Vigo, on board the brig 
transport, Surcess, Captain . On the morn- 

ing of the 2 Fit January I HO,'), at eight P. iM. the 
Allied, our cunniiO(iore,mad(; '.he signal to get under 
weigh. \A e were the last to get our anchor up, and 
before we had gut halfwa) down the bay, the Alfred, 
and all the other Iranspoits had brought up at its 
extremity, undm- a ledge of high roeks: the wind 
having suddenly shifted, and was tlien blowing a 
gale, nearly in, from the E.H.E. We were on the 



starboard tack, and inakin<>; miicli lce~\vay» towards 
the iiortlicf!! slioro, wliii h roinids <o oprning 
of tlie bay; whon liifding wo could not roach 
down, <ho sJn’f) was ptd in stays, but wcuild not 2^0 
al)out; ill this moment I pcrceiu‘(l our captain to 
be a rank coward, and no seaman ; fur in'-ti^ad of 
inslaiitly ordmiiii;' the Acssel to lu' i)rouu,'bt round, 
be (]uitt(‘<l tlie liohn and ran for^^ar(!, seemin^lv in 
a state of distraetion, and with liis Iiands clasped, 
and uplifhHl, exelaiim^d, (iood (uul, what is tlic 
matt«‘r \\ith the '•hip!” I'he incit(\ however, who, 
thoii:;h a V( ry old i lan, posse'S(‘<! e.ineh nune pia - 
senee of mind ami Lnov> than lu’s he 

seized llie tiller, ami <!:ot t!ie s.-dls lull, ju-t in 
time to prevent cnir ^roin^' on sJiore ! 

On puisniny; our \oyaa:e, T constant !v observed, 
tiiat mIioji anv !> .’ication of Inid me'>t!ier men:- 
leded itself, the(eptain*s eomitenam e >vould iin- 
mediat(‘ly announce the im^ard j}erl'’ri adon of 
J)is mind; and tliat he usually n tired lo iti-; 
rooin, wlnii’, having; remained some tiiu(‘, he 
would come fortli, cvideiJly miiclj f nlshed; but 
as I could not ])ersuade nu.celf that the force oi’ 
liis devotion temled to the security oT 1 lie ship, I 
was curious to ascertain the exact nature of it; 
when watchina; him narrowly on one of tisose oc- 
casions, [ perceiv(*d him in the attitude of ])rayer ; 
witli his mouth piously applied to the ca|>acir>us 
embouchure of a two j>:a!]on stone !)ottIe, which 
was poised on his sca-ohest : and from its contents 
I found hederived the most spirituous consolation. 
Fearing, however, tliat the extremity to which he 
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pushed this devout exercise, might place us like- 
wise ill some danger ; with the concurrence of mjr 
brother olRcers, I ordered him forty-eight hours 
of solitary reflection in his cabin; at Mie end of 
which time, having expressed his sincere conviction 
of his impropriety, we sufl'ered him to resume his 
functions; by which means we obtained an addi- 
tional proof of his superior nautical altaiinr.^nts. 
The next morning, about seven, we made lana, 
when enquiring of him what land he deemed it, lie 
replied, It is no part of England, sir; it is an 
inland; and I rather think, GiuTusey or Jersey ! ’' 
On looking out, about five minutes after, 1 plainly 
discovered tlie Needle Rocks, nearly a-head of us, 
at about two miles distance; yet what rendered 
this man’s ignorance tlic more olfensivo and aggra- 
vating, was, his having had the ellrontery to find 
fault with the conduct of the Captain of the Al- 
fred, for steering loo far to the eastward ; and as- 
serting broadly, that not one in ten of the Captains 
of the Royal Navy, knew how to keep the ship’s 
way. 

After this, sliall wo affect to wonder that so 
many of our expeditions are unhap|)ily chequered 
by shipwrecks: and our shores co\ered with the 
dead bodies of our heroes ; when the livi's of Bri- 
tish subjects are eutriisted so lightly, not to say 
wantonly, to creatures of this mould ! 

Qncrc. W by do not tliesc men pass a regular 
examination at tlie Transport Board, before tiiey 
arc entrusted with the command of a ship iu its 
scivicef 
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BATTLE OF CORUNNA. 


iXotcs f>f the Moniteur upon General Hopes lA^ftcr io Sir David 

Bandy pul lished in the London Gaz,ette Extiaouiinary of 

January 2^i, I8O9. 

[Wo must nt'l be surprized that the facts arc perverted, as it is 
the policy of nations to exaggerate their successes, but not to 
register tlieir defeats.] 

Gazi.tie. — -'"T he troops, tliough not unacquainted with 
the int’]>aiMl)le loss iIk v had sustained, were not dismayed, but 
by the mo^t dctcrmir\cfi tiravery, not only repelled every attem[)t 
ot tlic < lU'iny to gain gionnd, but actually forced him to re- 
tir(\” 

Monitfuk.-- The whole of this is false.— Sir John Moore 
V as wounded as lui was endeavouring to slop th(*. flight of his 
troops. 7 'hc Frcncli, at least in their serious attacks, were not 
repulsed at any one point.” 

Gazette. — From (his post, however, he \vas soon expelled, 
U'itl^ considerable loss, by a gallant attack of soiue companies of 
(he '2d battalion of the I dlh regiment, uiukr Lieutcriant-Culonel 
Nit'hidls.” 

Monitkur. — This Licutenant-Colontd Nicholls must have 
been a Rolaiulo, if w'lih some companies of the 1 4 th regiment, 
he liad retaken a village which was the principal object of con- 
test. Idiispait of the account certainly did not come from Sir 
John Hope, it is,- doubtless, the production of the same pen 
that has made Kurope acquainted with the details of the famous 
battle c 4 KorKcval.” 

Gaz K’ni:.- “ Be foie five in the evening, we had not only 
successfully lepelled every attack made upon the position, but 
iiad gaiiietl giouiid in almost all points,” See. 

Momteuk. — “ This is false, most false. — The village was 
earned and maintained possession of by tlie Frciicli. The Faig- 
libh were driven from all their positions3 but the action having 
begun only at three o’clock* and it being dark at five, our sliarp- 
shooters, after repelling the enemy, and passing over several 
walls of the gardens that surround Corunna, were iiecessarily 
obliged to halt.’' 

Gazette.—'^ The troops quitted their jKwition about ten at 
night, w'ith a degree of order that did them credit.” 

Moniteur. — ** You w'cre attacked at three o’clock in the 
afternoon 3 you began your embarkation at ten at night, though 
your squadron had not then completed its water, though yon 
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hncl not emptied your magazines (a fact proved by the taking 
of )0,0(M) iiiuskcts, left behind in the cstabllihmcnl ot' Payola* 
your heavy ailillcry, .OOU hoi^cs, your cluthijig, and powaler 
mag a /in I’.'., k(\) and though )nnr wounded rcnianual on I lie licld 
of baltU^, v\lRie tlu y I'c II into our hands. Wc cannot eon- 
ceive whnt worse jam could'iiue done had )ou been beatcai j 
but well know \\ lull }r.u (“eulci and would have done had you 
been vie^oi i.jus, and laal )our NUncuieut bi cn tnie. 'll on wiadd 
have maintained ai (d ihr podtloiis that covei Corunna 3 

you would ha\ e einjiloycd ihc I 7 th in bin 3^1 ng yom dead, car- 
rying ott from tilt field of liilile tiu' lK)di(’s oi' ) onr t .s 'R-ials, 
ColeiiivJs, and Ijiioiior Olhcci^; t olliHuirif’; the strag‘:lers^ alw: ,s 
numerous afn 1 .ni action toniimu’d until the ap[)roacli ot night; 
and in bringing In the wouiuh d, who nniallvg atlcr an engage- 
ment in tie* ni';!it lime, sciamb'e into faruidionse.-) and cottagi-S, 
lo wait for the leturn uf day-light, 'i'oii would lai\ c, ciubai k<'(l 
in the night of the ] / tig ifyoui vit'w ot (he gtiu'Tiil wst.< m ltd 
yon to think t'omselNt's too weak <0 resist the ru-ncli tioops. 
Such w'oiild lia\c Ix'en the usult of the most jU'tty advantage j 
but you liave clone nothing of all tliis. Yon ( inliai la tl the same 
evening, pell-mell, and 111 disotder. Ydin did not (aketiiut to 
evacuate your nriga/ines, to ]>ay (Ikj last honours to yoiii Ch*- 
neralfi^ to carry otf ) our wounded, to save 3 our four pieces of 
cannon, or to protect the retnat of (he :p)() nicn wlio co\ticd 
your tear, and who fell into onr luuuls m the pursuit. 

Gazette. - The whole of (he army were tanbarked wdth 

an expedition which has seldom bcc 11 tcpialkd."’ 

MoNinuK. — The cxjH'diiion witli which you embarked is 
a very equivocal proof of the success }uu pretend lo iia\e had m 
the engagement.” 

Cj ALETTE. — “ The enemy pushed his liglit troops towards the 
towii, soon after eight o’clock in the morning of the 1 /tli, and 
shortly after (occupied the heights of St. Lucia, which command 
the harliour.” 

Moniteur. — In reading this account, it is easy to per- 
ceive, that it is not (lie production of a military man, or ( Ise that 
it has been submitted to the revision of some of the Clerks in 
Mr. Canning s office. In fact you wish to make ns believe, that 
you maintained your position, that is, remained masters of the 
field of battle, and yc't you tell ns Mhe enemy,’ ^x\ What! 
Sir John 1 fope ! On the Kith you obtained so brilliant a success, 
and yet, during the night you evacuate ‘ the heights of St. Lu- 
cia, which command the harhmrf upon which the French imme- 
diately erect batteiies that * command the huriour,' .sink four of 
your f ansporis, aud thus give your fleet a signal lo cut their 
cabhs and put to sea ! Though au officer in the land service. 



you liiivc often embnikrd nnd disembarked lioops. Yoa must 
iiavc some iiautieni kno\^ ledt^e, and you to have reflected 

that ou the l/lh the wind miiiht have chan^^nHl, fa veiv common 
oc'cnnttjcc) and had tlu' wind changed, and vour transports 
h(.cJi lorccjl to rciiiaiii in the harhoin, nndia the tire o1 tlie Tjeec h 
battenes, tliai leid alreaiiy sunk lor** ih' llKii neisdx r, would 
you not ha\e t\pc)'-id yourM.U' to o j'roa^ h f..r he^inge^acu- 
ated ‘ the heights of bt. LiKia, wbieh ecaUi.ianJ flu' hailK'ur?* 
In alloaving thai the Ficnch iT-ocp', .if tko -hn'aiv, oeeiipitd the 
heights of St. Lucia, you clearly cd'ow that u' i wa re llieii wdth- 
cait rc.tnat, and lliat, if nut ('onipcllcd to giu* way Lelorc a su- 
perior forte, van must, of V')nr own fault, wantr)nly, or with* 
oar rellcetiou, have put ft) Jia/aid the fu(' of your aimy. '\'ou 
allege that yon wa'ia vietf'rions , tin* iVeiK'h say yon wen' healt'n. 
The liaturc of il)ings c.m alt.ne deride' hrtut'cn yon ; hnt from 
llif' nature of ihiiu's it results, that )()u iiart'. done tlu' e nirary 
i;f what }<jU would ha\e done had y(*u been \ii(or!ons, and that 
yon ha\ c acted, in e\ cry respei't, is if yna luid be<’n heaten. It 
lollov/s, tin udbre, fliaf you liave bc'cn bealt'i). 'This < (;ns('qu('nec^ 
wdiieli you wish to dissemble, dcmojistratir ely rt'sulls from nil the 
details (jf your owit nanative.” 

(Lvzkttt,. “ Cireumstaiu'es foiloM ns to Lope, that the 
victory with wiiich it lus pk ai.cd Fro'. id('U(.c tovoun llieeirurts 
oi the aiiny," tVc. 

Mumi'luk. — T his is the-i manner in which the i'aiglisli pco- 
]jh' are* gulled. Tliej same manerAivre has lH\'n ('inplo}eel by 
the mlni'-try upon all oeca.doits, aiul it inu,t granrrd that it 
has Ik e.pieiitly siicreceled. Tintli, howevei, will jViake itsw’ay; 
but the ministjy will liave gaiue'd time', tlu: anxiety e,f the [)Lib- 
Le Will abate', and the aelministraliim, a.fte r ha'. nu' deceived 
them, wall find some fresh moans ol dl\ e rtir.g 1 heir attention, 
I leavens giant liiat tlie Lnglish may gain bitch a victory t'vcay 
nieinth !” 

(rA/EiTK.-- “ The army v/Ineh entered Spain, amidst tlie 
fairest prospi.ets, had no sooner eoinphicd its ju/ieti(*n, than, 
uwdiig to the' mukiiibed disaslerrs that dispcrbcd the native armies 
around us, it was left to its own rc.sourccT.'* 

MoNiTEuii. — So, at last, you admit that the ‘^jiaaiish armies 
are dispersed, and no longer in existence, aial tliat yon found 
yourselves left to your own resources ! is it tlic fa nit of the 
Spaniards that you made thtm wait so long for use'kss suceours? 
Never did you fit out so powerful an e.xpedition. Yon ought to 
thank Providence, that, at least a part of your anny luis been 
able to re-enibark and effeet its escape.” 

Gazette. — “ The advance of the British corps from Duero 
afforded ]lhe best hope that the South of Spain might be re- 
lieved/* 
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Moniteuk. — ** These hopes were just as well founded as all 
tiiose which the British Cabinet entertains at this moment.” 

Gazette. — But this generous effort to save the unfortu- 
nate people, afforded the enemy the dpporuinity of din‘cting 
every effort of his numerous troops, and concentrating all hi.$ 
jSrincipal resources for the destruction of the only regular force in 
the North of Spain.” 

Moniteuu. — Why was there not any other regular force 
there at the time you advanced } It was because yon did not 
advance until the regular force of Spain was destio) M,” 

Gazette. — ** The native and undaunted valour oi British 
troops was never more conspicuous.” 

Moniteur. — ** Our soldiers did not find any thing so very 
brilliant in the English soldiers' style of fightings but they agtfic 
that the English Otiiceis conducted themselves vvitJi the courage 
which Ivdongs to men of honour.” 

Gazette. — The greater part of the fleet having gone to 
sea yesterday evening, the whole being under welgC it^d the 
corps in the embark. ition necessarily much mixed on board, it 
Is impossible at prtsent to lay before you a return of our casu- 
alties.” 

MoNiTEtrn. — How the truth forces its way in spite of 
every effort to conceal it! Mr. Canning’s clerk forgot to obli- 
terate this expression of General Hope’s. What an oversight ? 

^ The troops i?t the embarkation* were * necessarily mtirh mixed on. 
hoard* the transports, because the embarkation was conducted 
in disorder and confusion. Terror made the soldi<’rs rush will* 
precipitation to the boats, e-very one losing sight of his colours, 
and thinking only of his own .safety. What must have been 
the result } That which in fact was the result — ‘ the troops in 
the embarkation were necessarily much mixed on board.* 

On GeniT.'d Hope’s estimate of killed and wounded, the 
Moniteur has the following note : — > 

** You had 2000 wountled^ you left on tlie. field of battle the 
4)^d bodies of tliree of your Generals, and 800 soldiers and 
j&fficers. We counted them. Wc took 300 of you prisoners; 
you did not take a single man of ours. We had not 200 men 
wounded, and our loss in killed did not amount to 100, among 
whom there was not a single officer of distinction,” 


THE END. 


f . Deiuu'ir, Printer, Lciithcr Lane, llulkoni. 
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NARKATIVE, 
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INTRODUCTION 


T 

A HE writer ot thu lollowiiig pages, i/i 
the carl)' part of liis j)roIcfli(^nal career, 
entered into tiic military icrvice of his. 
cc»uijtrv, where he liad an opportunity of 
becoming aec]uaintc<l w itli tlic dilcales of 
the army, wliicli iadiieed him tp undertake 
a vs ork on the fubject, and on the na- 
ture and treatment of gvm-fhot wounds. 
He had arrived at this part of his treatife, 
when circumftances, already too well 
known to require enumeration, feemed 


A 



about to rekindle in Sj)ain that t’pint of 
rational liberty, wliich, tliough nut cx- 
tincl, had lb long continued in fuch a 
ftatc of apathy, as to excite an appre- 
licnfion in umeflebting minds that i‘s re- 
vival was, if prabficablc, extremely remote. 
I'lie Kiitifli nation, ever ready to aflift in 
fo glorious a caufc as the emancipation of 
Kuropc from the fefters of an infatiable 
defpot, lympathi’/.cd moff coiilially w ith the 
patriots of Spain ; and the fblicitudc to co- 
operate in their caufe, feemed to pervade 
all ranks of fociety in the United Kiny.- 
dom. The writer, naturally participating 
in the fame feelings with the reft of his 
countrymen, and actuated by a folicitude to 
obtain that additional knowdedge on the 
fubjed of his profcffional iuveftigations, 
which can only be acquired on adual 
fervicc, refolved, if poftible, to accom- 
pany the forces which tlie Britilh Govnu- 



Ill 


mciit fo promj)tly I'uppllcd for the allifl- 
uiice of the Spanifh patriotf : but unfortu- 
nately finding the medical department ot 
the firft expedition was already fillctl, and 
his anxiety to witncls the cafualties of an 
armv entrasred in a jiate of warfare dill rc- 
maining, being totally uninfluenced by 
any views of rank or emoluinent, he im- 
inediatclv made a tondci' ot Ins gratui- 
tous Icrviccs to hi? Excellency the Cornu 
tic Mate) ofu, as the accredited repielt-nta- 
tivc of the Spanilh patriots. 'Ehis no- 
bleman received his offer with the mod 
polite attention, but regretted that the 
nature of his miflion did not authorife his 
acceptance of the lervices of any Eritifh 
fubje6f. 

Tlius dilappointed a fecond time, the 
writer determined to proceed immediately 
to the feat of war, merely as a private in- 
dividual, and without any appointmenf 
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whatever. — His Excellency the Hritilh 
Ambaflatlor to Spain kindly iiitcrcftcd him- 
felf to promote this intention, and oIj- 
tained for him tlu. followin<^ if^rtcr fiom 
their Excellencies lie- Spanilh Dl['i;Jcs : 

AO SOI?. DON .H'AN DR A1?VJ(U,A, 

■NU'Diro cni’S.AN't) UK CAMAHA DK S. M. C. V PV I. 

I Xiauai'O DK AND'. I.U.SIA, (JlIArTKL (n.NKT.AI,. 

sor. DON Ji. \N .^Rhjl I.;\. 

Miiy Sor. miclti'o y eftimado amic;o, cl 
Sor. Minilho noinhrado para Elpana, por 
cftc ( Jovierno, le ha interclado con nofotros 
para que rccomcndemos a Vmd. a I vene- 
mcrito Drofclor de Cirngia, Mr. Ilenriquc 
Milbiiriie, que pala a cla con ohjclos faeiil- 
tatibos ; y no dudando del favor de \'And. 
que coadyuharaa I'us obfervacioncs y bacnos 
defeos, nos tomamos la libertad do reco- 
nicndarfelo ; cfperando de fu bondad aten- 
dera a eflc fugeto, cn lo que Ic permitai; 



fiii lacaiCulcs;, y .i (|iic !e quediireinos agt u • 
ilccicios. 

Nro. Sor. (]L!c la viii i dc V md. Ms. As, 

Ill, -2 dc Drt.iU I ' i/'v 

B. f/. iVl. ric Vnul. lu ; ivius ateiitos Icrvrcs, 

ADKI \N JA( OM!'. 

Jl. \N! lU'I/. IM' Ai'OOACA 


('rriiiifldlion. } 

lO SOU. DON .Il'AN Di: AJDUM.A, 

.^Ul^(,ll)N CM' HIE iioiiMniOT.n to iii'; ( vnioiir 

r.lAJK.S'l’i . AND OE Til K ARM Y OE A N D AM ' > | A, AT 
iii;AD-(ji'ARrra;.s. 

JUAN ARI'jUJ.A, KSCi,, 

Dear Sir, and our cftcemctl friend. Hi? 
lionour tile Minifk-r, appointed for Spain 
by this Governinent, has ufed bis influence 
with us, la order tiiat we iKould recom- 
inend to you tlie vciy dclerving profeflor 
of furgery, Mr. Henry Milburne, who pro- 
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ceeds to place with a profeflional ob- 
jeci; and not doubting, from your kindncls, 
tl'.at you will rontribute alliftance to bi^ 
obfervations and good willies, wc ^ake the 
libel ty of reronimending him to you 
hoping fn'm your goodncfs you will pay 
attcntKMi to tins gentleman, as far as you: 
ahilitic.-, will allow ; and for which wx. 
(hall retnaiu thankful. 

May our l^ord preferve your life many 
years. 

f.nn/fon, Ortnher 2, 1803. 

\ our moll: obedient humble lervants, 
JUAN Kur/ DE APODACA- 
ADRIAN JACOMK. 

With this credential, be was on the eve 
of departing for Spain, when he had the 
honor to be introduced to Mr. Gordon,'^ 


^ This L^tMifleinnn rrprr«*nts Worcester in the present Parlia- 
ment, and his donation of l,000l. to the fiiiul in aid of the 
Spanish patriots, placed Iiiin for some time at the head of Ih^ 
respect'! I>1'^ list rf fsMhacriborF, 



the friend of Colonel Murphy, whole pa- 
triotic zeal and liberality induced him to 
raifc, clotlic, arm, and equip a legion of 
2,000 men, at his own private expence — a 
munificent inilance of genuine patriotifm 
which requires no comment. — Colonel 
Murphy having written to Mr. Gordon to 
1 equeft he would engage a profeflional gen- 
tleman, properly qualified to act as piin- 
cipal Surgeon to his Legion, the writer 
accc})tcd this appointment without hefita- 
tion ; and having felci^tcJ every medical 
article and furgical inftrument, iicceflary 
or likely to be ufeful, proceeded to Portf- 
mouth, and embarked on board the Prim- 
rofe Hoop of war on the 28th day of 
November, i8c8; and on the 10th of 
December he debarked at Corunna, and 
was proceeding with all expedition to 
Madrid, when at Aftorga he received 
intelligence of the captivity of Colonel 



JMurpisv, .iDvl met t!ic Jjnii/L amiV on th< 
memoj ahJe retreat which forms tlic iubjcci 
tjffhc folJowing Jitter: — 



]Il('.nT ilONOURABI.i: 


I OKD (‘AS'rj.ERKA(;H, .Vc- .'vc 


,'v 

n '\’. I'-'t; hiui rlu (lonour of Oatiii'j; to 
y.'i.u' !oo'ih:p 3iiv iojicitialc to acoomjjanv 
f^ritsih to Spain, utui what tlir 

';liicrts \vci\ ‘nhich cxcitoi] »wv anxiety to 
priu ■' ei] to rh-' teat (;t var . tiic i.'uljienejs 
wM!» V. Inch I \v:ii iiottoorrj on that occa.- 
■jon, j!'ahi<'c\.' mo to rail; tl)e illicit} oflub- 
iiiioii-.T to )n\)r loriUlnj) a !'iar)ati\'e of 
' .'oi'.. t‘.f ohicli .! was an t vo-witnels, ami 
\ .1., i) Of which. howoM T tnviai. iiiujl o’; t r 
i f .in objocl O'f 1.I1C molt );vc)v jjitoiei} to 
r.fa. i/hituii ruUlon. 

\V hi ll I il'.barkeii at C»)riinna, 021 the 
1 c ih of DccciiihcJ 1 1 immcdliitcly waited 
0)2 the Junta of ChiHiria, from whom I 



met the moil polite reception, and tliiougli 
whofe mediation I obtained, without delay, 
a Ipecial pallport to Madrid, from Don 
yoaquin Garcia Morena, Captain General 
of that pro^ince; and liaving procu.-d 
horfes and mules for myfelf and fervants, 
I let off in company with an clcort undei 
the command of -^Captain Thack well, of 
the i5rh Light Dragoons, who were con-i 
veying Ipecic for the ufe of the Bntilh 
army. Bein^ entrullcd with the care of 
liune important papers, and alfo with a va- 
luable ielci^rioii of lurgeons’ inftruments, 
intended I'or the ufe. of tiie Spanilh army. 


* 1 am ill tltis public manner to e\nr( ss the sensjt 

of ol)hi;alioii Iriilcilaiu ft Hit poIiL' Jitlcnlion I CApfri- 

fticcil from thik oilier; \M'iose f \ri hons in e\rciihD" the ira 
pDrtant tli’lies of the fiust rrposctl him, \NC*re rxemplarj aiiJ 
iiicntorioiis in the extreme, an Tvire those of the ofticen? untlet 
lii'i iirmetliatr commaiuT, lo uliosc civilities ant! kindness 
^enerp], J liUc^'LC consider ud vif i^reatlv indebted^ 



li 

I thought it priulent to continue in com- 
pany with the efcort. 

On tlie 20th Dec. we arrived at the foot 
ot one of the higheft mountains in Gallicia. 
which wc \v<‘rc to pafs ovx-r, in the 
;{>ad from Nogalaz to Villa franca, seven 
Englhh miles in aieent, in the moll fevere 
‘-veaiher 1 ever experienced, the cold being 
intenle, and accompanied by a heavy tall 
of lliow ; on this occalion, I had an o]>])or- 
tunity of \vitnc(?ing the luperior phyfical 
flrength of the Britilli foldier ; for while 
the nati\e drivers and cattle were cx- 
haufted and unable to proceed, lome dying, 
and others actually dead with the feverity 
of the weather, the foldicrs who foinieJ 
the detachment, although principally com- 
pofed of convalefccnts, encountered every 
fcv'crity with chccrfulnefs, and overcame 
every difficulty with fpirit. I cannot here 
omit an iiffiance of another predominant 



trait in the character of niv couuti Miicii. 

J J 

A lolclicr ot tlie 76th Regiment havin''' 
found a Spaniih child ahnoll: exhaufted in 
the fnow, wrapped it in his coatj 

and carried it to a hut nearly at the luni- 
mit of the niountain, where J wa.-j obliged 
to take rciLigc' in coni'cquence of nij mules 
being unable to pnicecd, and where I had 
the laliSiaCtion to lee t’ne poor child pre- 
ferved iVoin p-icmature death hv the h.U' 
nuine cxeitions of this Dun. 

“ All are i!(>l ?«('»/ uiu) wear ilic form." 

KoTZI Jii'K, 

On the 27th I ann'cd at AflorLm, and 
■waited on the Junta ol Canile, where 1 
had the mortification to learn that Colonel 
Murphy had fallen into the hands of the 
French ; and that the Britifli army were 
on the reiicat, and hourly expected at 
Allorga. Finding it impolhble to aceoni- 
plilh ni_v (a'iginalobjcel, of ioining Colonel. 



Murphy’s legion, 1 tciulercu niy protcdioiial 
ier\ icc:; to tlic Spanith govcniment, which 
ANC'ic inol! thankfnllv rccclAcd; here I 
fMiinJ the hofpitals, coin. ents, and many 
jiiivatc houics cro'A’cIed with the fiek and 
\\()nn(ied of the Spanifli army; many 
i.ihouring; under contagienis dileales, ami 
all badly accommodated, and in want of 
ahnolt eveiy medical ncceirary ; the wards 
were all iidl, and many who were dvino 
uilli moitifnation of the e^^tremitics, oe- 
(aiioned In the feserlty of the weather and 
icaieity of jirovifions, were lying on the 
lloors and ilairs, fomc under the piazzas, 
and otht'r- on (he ears on wdiieh they had 
!)‘een ecnwneil, (liere being no room to 
]ceci\:; them: tliis leene of iiiifpeakable 
didi!_1s was aggravated by the want of 
nierlical and furgical affiffance, many of the 
wounded wliom 1 dreffed having remained 
foi (cvcral da\ ; in the Idatc in which they had 
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been brought in. ruder ull thtk’ eiicum' 
fiances, and awaic ot the danger to wliicli 
the Ih itidi troo[>s would be expofed on 
their arrival at a place where the Tick of 
contagious difeafes were indilcritiunately 
lodged in almoft every houfe ; I thought it 
a duty incumbent on me to wait on Gen- 
eral Frater, then commanding the Britifli 
troops at Aflorga, to reprefent the danger 
to him, and to tender my fcrvices in the 
removal of I'uch part of the Tick as could 
with propriety be removed, and to mark 
fuch houfes as I conlidcrcd improper for 
the reception of healthy troops. 

The General, with ins ufnal aflabihf>. 
paid every attention to my rcprefcntation, 
and addicfled the following: letter to tlic 
Tunta of Aflortta. 



ir. 

Ajlorga, 2C)ih Dcr. i8o8v 

t;iNTi.rMr.N, 

It being deemed expedient, tor tlic pre-- 
t'ereatiem of the health of tlie Britilli 
army, that the tick of the SpaiiiHi army 
dii^uld be collecte«I in one place, and lepa- 
rated from the former as much as polliblc, 
1 have to requell that you wandd, witliout 
dclav, give authority to Profelfor Surgeon 
iMilburnc to remove and dijpole of them 
in fuch fituations out of the town as he 
mav think moll; proper. 

I remain, with rctpc^l, 
Gentlemen, 

Vour moll: obedient humble (ervant, 

M. M. F RASKR, Lieut. -Gen. 

i’oinm'.inding II. R, M. Troops :\l AsLorga. 
i'o tiu'ir i'\cell(Micjcs the 
iint i of Astorgn, 



1 had the lionor to deliver this letter 
from General Frafer to the Junta ; and, in 
confequcnce, orders were immediately if- 
fued, enabling me to carry my intentions 
into efFe<51, copies of which are as fol- 
lows : — 

Nc Ic impida al Profefor, contenido en 
la anton Licencia c! rcconoccr los en- 
fermos Efpanolcs, y dar la razon qiic fc !e 
pide. 

Jimla de Aslorga, Dec. 2«, de !SOS. 

(Accordado) 

MOC.INA. 

Li;<ck>. CosUll;i. 


(Tranjlaiion.) 

Let not the Profeflbr named i|i the fore- 
going Licence be hindered from examining 
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the Spanish Tick, and giving the account 
required of him. 

Junta of Astorgit, ISOS. 

(Granted.) 

MOLINA. 

Tlic Licentiate (Costilla. 

Si la Junta tienc I'aciiltadcs para dil- 
poncr do los cnfcrinos, quo refuKai on cl 
Comisario Ordenador, Don Jolef Orm, 
Inlpcc^for dc los Hofnitalcs ; dilpondra 
cftc minillro (I’cgun me parece) dc que lb 
prablique efle reconocimiento, c igual- 
mente referbara cftc olicio para fu go- 
vierno. 

Aslorga, is de J)icicinbi'ey de isos. 

RAMON OR ELL. 


(TnwJJation.) 

By the Senorio. 

If the Junta Ihould have the authority 
to,difpo(e of the lick which refts with the 
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Commiflary Ordenador, Don Jolef Orni, 
Infpeftor of the Holpitals, let this officer 
diredt (according as appears to me) that 
this examination have effe6l ; and like- 
wife he is to keep this document foi his 
own government. 

AstorgayDec,29) 1808. 

RAMON ORELL. 

El Contralor Don Lcopoldo Saguetc, 
acompanado del Cirujano Tardio recono- 
ceran los Emfermos afi de los Hofpitales 
como de los Depofitos con el facultatibo 
Ingles que cita cfte oficio y le permitiran 
el examcn os todos ellos, afi de fiis doleii- 
cias como del numcro de Enfermos quc 
Ibbiefe en el dia, inftruiendole el mifmio 
Tandio con todas las noticias proprias de 
fii profeffioii ; y el Contralor conferbara 
eii fu podcr efte doc amento para lo quc 
pudiefe occurir en lo fubcefibo. 


ORTIZ. 
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The Deputy Accomptant, Don Leo- 
poldo Saguete, accompanied by Surgeon 
Tardio, is to examine the fick both in the 
Hofpitals and the Depots, with the Eng- 
lifh ProfcfTor referred to by this document, 
and they are to allow him the intpe(ihon 
of the whole of them, as well oi' their 
complaints, as of the number of fick. there 
may be at the prefent time. The fame 
Surgeon Tardio is to give him all the in- 
formation belonging to their profelfion ; 
and the Deputy-Accomptant will keep in 
his poffefiion this document, in cafe any 
thing fhould occur in future. 

0RTI2. 

I endeavoured as far as poffible to carry 
into efFed what I had purpofed, in remov- 
ing the fick and wounded Spaniards from 
the houfes I had feleded as proper for the 
reception of the Englifti troops ; but the 

B 2 



hurry and confufioii which unavoidably 
prevailed, prevented me from being as fully 
fuccelsful as I could have wifhed. 

* On the 29th of December the very 


^ Tlio Jnle kmonlcd iirro, Sir Joliii j\T(»nrc, whoso inomo- 
ry must bo lon^ and Ibndl} ohorished iii Die bosoms of liis 
jfratofiil coniilrynioii ; iu his oHiriiil dispalrli doliiilinj^ Ibis 
artiiir, concludos in the following words: Tho aflair was well 
contested- The iimnhers wilh which Hrigadier-gencral Stew- 
•irt alUuked wxre inferior to the French; it is the corps of the 
greatest cliarfuler in Mien* army; hut lh(‘ siijx'rioriiy of the 
Brilish, was, tain told, tery con^picioiis.’ Lord l*a«crs re- 
porl on tills occasion is follows; “ About nine oViock I re- 
ceived a repoit (hat the enoniy’s cavalry was in the act of 
crossing the river at f lie ford near (he bridge. 1 immcdialelj 
sent down the picqncts of the night under Lientenant-colonel 
Otway, n( the 17th. Having left orders thal the cavalry slioiild 
repair to their alarm porls, I went forward lo reconnoitre, 
and found four sipiadrons of Imperial Ouards formed and skir- 
mishing with the picqiicts ami other cavalry in the act of pass- 
ing. I sent for the JOth Jtussars, who having arrived, Urigadier- 
geuml Stewart immediately placed himself at the head of the 



brilliant affair took place, in which the 
British cavalrv, under the orders of Lord 
Paget, and the immediate command of 
Brigadier-general Stewart, fo eminently 
diffringui/hed thcmfelves againff the Impe- 
rial (iuards of Buonaparte, iiearBenevente; 
and a considerable mi inberofpnloners being 
fublequently sent into Ailorga, I had cue fa- 
tisfadion of renderitijr material alfiihince to 

O 

fome ofthefe pooi tellows, by immediatrly 
dreffing their wounds, many of which wore 
cxtremelv del'peratc. One in parncular, 
a fine flout good-looking young man, muft 
have fought very obffinately, as he had re- 
ceived no lels than fix leverc cuts of a fabre 


picc|uct5, and ^vilh the iilmust gallantry attacked. The lOlh 
Hussars supported in the most perfect order.” 

Among the prisoners taken, nas (iciieral Lcfcbvrc, who com- 
manded the imperial guards, and two captains. 
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on thehead and body. He ftatcd that he re-. 
ceivedja// thefe wounds from one of our dra- 
goons, w.ho eventually fucceeded indilarm- 
inghim, by a fevere'eut on the right ihoul- 
dcr. I mufl: here obferve, that thefe unfo’'- 
tunate men exprefled the deepeft fenfe of 
gratitude for my profeffional attention, and 
fpoke in terms of the higheft admiration 
of the gallantry and courage of the Britifh 
troops, whole charge they affirmed was 
made with fuch regularity and impetuofity, 
that it was jmpoffible to withftand its 
pffefl. The commander in chief arrived 
at Aftorga on the 30th of December, and 
on the following day proceeded with the 
relervc of the army and the cavalry to 
Villa Franca, at which place the divifion 
under the command of Major-general Fra- 
zer had arrived the preceding evening. 
The gallant and illuftrious Marquis de 
Rpmana entering Aftorgaon the fame day 
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with Sir John Moore, I had the honour of 
an audience, and again on the next day, 
when hearing that his army were not only 
in want of medical afliftance, but nearly 
deftitute of furgical inftruments of every 
kind ; I made him a tender of my profelh- 
onal ferviccs, and the ufe of the very com- 
plete fets of inftruments which I had in 
charge. The noble marquis received me 
with the greateft politenefs and condelcen- 
fion, thanked me in very handfome terms for 
my oft’ers, and informedme he ftiould be at 
Pomfeferada on the following day, where 
he requefted I would meet him. It was 
with confiderable regret that I was prevent- 
ed from meeting the Marquis, as I fully 
intended, from the impoffibility of procur- 
ing a conveyance for my baggage, as my 
mules, from fatigue and want of provender, 
were utterly unable to travel. The Junta 
of the town, on my application to them, had 
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fcnt out perfons to endeavour to procure 
mules for my accommodation, and in the 
expectation of their fuccceding in this ob- 
ject, I remained in Aflorga till late at 
night. — At this period advice was received 
that tl]e advance of the French army were 
approaching, and that lomc of the picquets 
were actually within the town. — It is im- 
potlible for me to deferibe the icene of 
confufion and difmay which took place, 
the inhabitants flying in every direction, 
loaded with bundles of apparel, and other 
articles, wliicli had been previoufly packed 
up. In this flatc of affairs, it being im- 
poffible for me to expeCl any afliftance to- 
wards conveying my baggage, I loaded my 
horfe, and commenced my journey towards 
Villa Franca on foot. About two o’clock 
in the morning I came up with the Britifli 
army, which were halted at a village called 
Manzanal, fourteen miles from Aftorga. 



On the road between this place and Aftor- 
ga, 1 fell in with a divilion ot the army, 
who were proceeding to Poinfcfcrada, 
and alfo with five cars, conveying foinc 
lick men, W'omen, and regimental bagr 
gage, following tlie grand army, on one of 
which I took the opportunity of placing a 
chcll: of iuldruments. i laving waited fc- 
vcral hours in vain expc6lation of the ar- 
rival of thefe cars, I was lb extremely 
anxious for the prclervation of the in- 
llruments, which were of the utmoll: im- 
portance, that I relolved to return towards 
Aftorga, my Icrvant being from illnels in- 
capable of the talk. — After walking about 
eight miles, I met the cars at the foot of a 
very fteep hill, not a great dillance from the 
fpot where 1 iiad left them, there not being 
oxen fufficicnt to drag them to the fum- 
mit, the roads having been rendered ex- 
tremely difficult from the depth of fnow. 



As the French army was rapidly approach- 
ino^, I advifecl the non-commiflioned officer 
in charge of the party to deftroy two of 
the cars and their baggage, and to add the 
oxen belonging to them to the remaining 
ones, which he did, and was enabled to 
proceed ; and I had the fatisfaftion of af- 
terwards feeing them fafe at Manzanel. 

When I reached this place again, I 
found the army had continued its march, 
with the exception of fome fick, who were 
obliged to be left behind. — After having 
refted fome time, the cars before-men- 
tioned proceeded towards Bcmbebre. A 
very heavy fall of fnow induced me to take 
ffieltcr in a large barn adjacent to the road, 
half way between that place and the 
former, where I found about ten Eiigliffi 
foldiers, and fixty or feventy armed Spa- 
niards. During the period I remained 
here, an alarm was given that a. party of 



27 


French chafleurs were approaching, and 
myfelf and fome others had Ibarcely time 
to efcape ere they I'urrounded the barn. — 
Several Ihots were fired at us, by one of 
which I was flightly wounded. At Bem- 
bibre I again came up witli the rear of the 
army, having on the road pafled a great 
number of firagglers, fick, women, and 
children, moil: of whom no doubt fell into 
the hands of the enemy.* — A moft dif- 
trefiing objedt attraded my notice during 
this day’s march, which powerfully awa- 
kened my fenfibility, and occalioned deep 
and fincere regret that I had not the 
means of elFedlually relieving. The ob- 
jeft which I allude to was a poor foldier’s 
wife, who had been taken in labour, and 


* I coiiimiinicated lo the commanding ofliccr of the English 
(iiicqnct the circuinslances already detailed , and they had subie- 
<}ocnlly some skirmishing. 




who, with the infant of which (he deli- 
vered herfeif, were Ivins: hv the fide of the 
road. All I could do was to render my 
profcihonal aid ; but I had the iatisfa^Hon 
of leclng the poor woman and her child 
placed on a car, by the humanity of a Spa- 
nilli officer, who was elcorting a party of 
his fick and wounded compatriots. I 
ffiould have previoully mentioned that I 
pafled through a divilion ol the Marquis 
l)c Romana’s army, in my way from 
Manzanal to Bembcbre, who were piirlu- 
ing their route to Pomfeferada. 

Having marched nearly fifty miles, 
without refi- or rcfrefhmcnt, my fervant’s 
illncfs preventing him from affording the 
flighteft alfiftance, and the accident I had 
met with on the preceding day becoming 
painful, rendered it impoHible for me to 
proceed farther on foot. In this fituation, 
and the enemy preffing extremely clofe, 1 



was unfortunately obliged to abandon the 
whole of inv baojraore, leavi[U{ ir, together 
with a verv valuable alfortnient of infl.ru- 
nients and medicines, wliich had been 
lele(':ted with paiticular care at great cx- 
pcncc in England, in liemhebre, into which 
the ad\anee of the French army aehially 
entered before 1 was out of fight of the 
place. — Soon after quitting the town of 
Bembcbre, I came up with the jcar of the 
army, and meeting Captain 'FhackwelJ, of 
the 15th Light Dragoon'', v ilh whom 1 
had prcvioufly the honor ot marcliing to 
Aftorga, he ftrongly advifed me to j>uni 
on as faft as pofible, as, from the force in 
which the French appcareil, and tiic ra- 
pidity of their movements, an immediate 
attack was ap})rchcnded : indeed, imme- 
diately afterwards, much Ikirm idling took 
place between the advance and rear of the 


two armies. 
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The rear of the army halted at Caballos 
for fome hours, and the enemy’s cavalry 
continuing to prefs upon them very much, 
our dragoons formed on a plain about a 
mile diftant, on the right of the town, and 
offered them battle. Some fevere Ikir- 
mifhing enfiied, and our troops eventually 
fucccedcd in compelling the French to 
retire. 

On the 3d of January the whole of the 
Britifh army arrived at Villa Franca ; and 
although, from the extreme rapidity of its 
movements, confide rable numbers, through 
exceffive fatigue, want of fufficient refrefh- 
ment, and other caiifes, remained on the 
road, and in the different villages in its 
vicinity : all things confidered, the retreat 
to this place was attended with lefs lofs 
and confufion than might have reafonably 
been expected, where the difficulties to be 
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furmounted were fo arduous, numerous, 
and diftrefling. 

It was expeded that the army would 
have received coniiderable fupplies of pro- 
vifiions and other neceflaries at Villa 
Franca ; but were unfortunately difap- 
pointed, great numbers of the inhabitants 
having quitted their houfes, taking with 
them every thing portable ; and thofe that 
remained were in fuch a ftate of terror 
and confufion, as to render them appa- 
rently incapable of difcriminating between 
friends and foes, it being impoffible for the 
Britifli foldiers to obtain from them, even 
by purchafe, articles which their French 
vifitors would not have fcrupled to extort 
by force. 

On the following morning the army 
recommenced its march towards Lugo, 
which, although a diftance of eighteen 
Spanifli leagues, or feventy-two Engli/h 
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miles, may with propriety be affirmed to 
have been performed almoff without halt- 
ino-. as the fliort intervals allowed for red 
at Nagolaz and Conffantinc can fcarcely 
be confidered as fiich. 

'riie fatigues endured by the troops was 
incredible, labouring under every fpeclcs 
of privation; they had alio to encounter 
with extreme inclement weather, and 
roads intolerablv bad. The cavalry horfes 

j J 

in particular lliffcred ir.oft levereJy, and 
many becoming unable to proceed, were 
fhot; as were numbers employed in the 
artillery and commiflariat departments, 
and in the conveyance of baggage. Indeed 
hundreds of hortes and mules were left dead 
on the road between Nairolaz and I.ueo. 

O O 

Some idea may be formed of what the Bri- 
tilh dragoons underwent, from the circum- 
ftance of their having performed a march 
of feventy*two miles in twenty-fix hours. 
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twenty-four of which they were aftually 
on horleback. At this period the ftrag- 
glcrs conftantly augmented ; and as the 
enemy’s cavaliy kept clofe on our rear, 
numbers of them were cither killed or 
taken prilbners. — Several of the Englilh 

were (ecu dead on the road, liaving pe- 
rilhed from excciiive fatigue, privations, 

and extreme cold ; as well as many of the 
Spanilh muleteers. A report having got 
into circulati(Mi that the FVclich iidiuman'y 
malfacred all the prifoners that fell into 
their hands during the march, occalioned 
additional terror and coiifulion amoii2:fl 
the fick : the women and cliildrcn, for 
many of whom there was no conveyance, 
and being unable to keep pace with the 
troops, were unavoidably abandoned to 
their fate. — The lamentations and cries of 
thefe unfortunate people, imploring affift* 
ance, which it was impolfible to render 


c 
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them, were truly diftreffing ; and perhaps 
a fceiie more calculated to excite fympathy 
and companion never occurred than in the 
following inftance : — A poor vv<^man, the 
wife of a foldier belonging to an Highland 
regiment, exhauhed by hunger and fatigue, 
funk lifelefs on the road, with two children 
in her arms, where fhe remained ; and when 
I palTcd the corps, one of the little inno- 
cents was fhll endeavouring to cxtra6l 
that nourilhmdnt from its parent’s bofom 
which nature no longer fupplied. 

On the night of the 4th, and in the 
morning of the 5th of January, the whole 
of the army arrived in Lugo ; and the mi- 
ferable and exhaufted condition of men 
and cattle rendered it abfolutcly necefl’ary 
to halt. The arrival of the troops during 
the night occafioncd the utmoft confufion 
and alarm amongftthe Spaniards, inafmuch 
as thofe who hill remained in their houfes 



barred their doors againfl: our men, which 
were in confoquence obliged to be forced 
open. This of* courfc occalioncd many 
quarrels and feuffles between them and 
the Ibldiers ; and as, in many iiiffanccs, 
the Spaniards unfortunatch' made obfti- 
nate rcTiflance, the former were compelled 
to oppofe force by force. 

On the 6th of January the enemy’s 
advance approached near the town, and in 
the afternoon of that dav were cnsacfed 
with our troops, by whom they were re- 
pulfcd with confidcrable lofs. 

From the movements of the enemy 
after this affair, it was confidcred probable 
they meditated a general battle, and under 
this impreffion 1 prefume it was that the 
Commander in Chief took up the pofitinn, 
on the yth, in which he purpofed to await 
the attack, having previoufly fent forward 
as many of the fick and wounded, and as 
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fpuch of tlic baggage as pradicablc.-^- 

\ 

However, no llich cVent taking place, the 
arm) proceeded on their retreat towards 
Corunna. 

Notwithftandiiig the mifery and confu- 
lion which prevailed on the march from 
Villa Franca to Lugo, and which I have 
endcavoureil faintly to deferibe, was ex- 
tremely great, all thefc circumftances were 
now confidcrably augmented ; indeed, 
words arc inadequate to depidt the fccncs 
of diftrefs which every moment prefented 
themfelvcs to notice. 

At Lugo and near it a confiderable 
quantity of treafure was obliged to be 
abandoned, as alfo great quantities of com- 
miffariat ftorcs, and public and private 
baggage.* 


^ Major-general Fraser’s division having marched seven or 
eight leagues on the road towards Vigo, was recalled by th« 
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The vicinity of Lugo was peculiarly 
pidurelque and romantic, and near it was 
a handfome bridge of three very lofty 
arches, which 1 undcrlland was ordered to 

have been deftroyed as loon as the rear of 

¥ 

the army Ihould have palfcd over; but 
from fomc realons or other, with which I 
am unacquainted, this mcafure was not ef> 
fc 61 ual ly a c c 0 m p 1 i 1 h e d . * 

The army continued its march through 


Commander in Chief, in consequt'uce of his apprehend in n- an 
ullaek from liie enemy, which occasioned that part of the army 
to siifTer more ‘jcverely than the otliiT. 

* A medical oificer of the 51st regiment, who, from partiou^ 
lar circumstances, remained in the Ioami (ill the French had 
actually entered it, but who escaped at da} -light, informed me 
that the bridge was so far from being rendered impassable, that 
some of the men in the engineer department vNcreat that time 
employed in removing the loose stones, which had bcea displaced 
by the previous explosion of gunpowder- 

C 3 
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Vaumoncle and Betanzos to Corunna, 
where, and in its vicinage, they arrived on 
the loth and nth of January. 

This retreat, from the diftanct marched, 
and the numerous difficulties by whicu it 
was attended, will long remain a proud 
and honourable proof of the energy, per- 
fevcraiicc, and valour of the Britiffi (ol- 
clier.* 


J was not prtjscnl on llic retreat previous to the arrival of 
the army at Asturj^«'i, 1 eainiol possil)ly resort to information 
equally accurate as that eontaiiietl in the otlicial dispatch of the 
late Lieiilcnanl-gcneral ISir Jolin Moore, of which the following 
is an extract 

On the 2 1st (December) the army reached Sahagun ; it was 
necessary to halt there, in order to refresh the men, and on ac- 
count of provisions. The information I received was, that 
Marshal I^oiilt was at Saldana with about sixteen thousand 
men, with posts along the river from Gnarda to Carrion. 

“ The army was ordered to march in two coliimms at eight 
o’clock on the night of the 23d, to force the bridge at Carrion, 
and from thcncc proceed to iSaldaiia. At six o’clock I received 



I may venture to aflert, that it has no 
parallel in the annals of modern hiftory, 


inrornialion that considerable reiriforceinenis bail anived al 
Carrion from Palcticia, niul a leller from Ibc Marquis dc la Ho- 
mana informed me that llic French were advancing from Ma- 
drid either to Valladolid or Salainaiira. It was evident that it 
was too late fo prosecute the allcnipt upon Soiilt, that I must 
be satislied with the diversion I had made, and that 1 had no 
lime to lose to secure iny retreat. The next morning Lieute- 
nant-general Hope, with his own division, and that of Lieute- 
nant-general Fraser inarched to Majorga. 1 sent Sir Daniil 
Baird with his division to pass the river at Valencia, and fol- 
lovscd Lieutenant-general Hope on the iijlh with the reserve 
and the light brigades, by Majorga and Valdcras, to Bcnevcntc. 
The cavalry under Lord Faget followed the reserve on the 
26th; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday, Wc 
continue our march on Astorga. Henerals Jfopc and Fra- 
ser arc already gone on ; General Baird proceeds to-morrow 
from Valencia, and I shall leave this with the reserve at the 
same time. Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry to give 
us notice of the approach of the enemy ; hitherto the infantry 
have not come up ; but they are near, and the cavalry sur- 
round us in great number ; they arc checked by our cavalry, 
which have obtained, by their spirit and enterprize, an as- 
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iincl that it rcflc^is equal honour on the 
talents of the late lamented hero by 


rcndancy o\er that of the French, wlilth nothing; but great 
snperiorily of numbers on their part will get the belter of. 

“ 'I lie diversion made by our march on Saliagun, tliough at 
great risk I u ourselves, ims been complete; it remains to I)e 
seen wlial advantage llie Spaniards in llie Sonlli will be able to 
inakc^ of it, but the march of the French on Badajoz was 
stopped, ami whi n its advanced giiaid had reached Talaviera 
dc la Keme, and every thing disposable is now turned in this 
direction, 'flic only part of tlic army which has hexjii hitlicrto 
engaged with the enemy has been the cavalry, and it is impos- 
sible fur me to say too mucli in their praise. I mentioned to 
your Lordsliip, in iny letter of the Udh, I he surcess Brigadier- 
general Stevvart had met with in defeating a detachment of ca- 
valry ill Kueda. .^ince that, lew days have pa.sscd without his 
taking or kiljing (irfferent parlies of the French, generally su- 
perior m force to those which altacked them. On their march 
to ^ahngun Luid Faget had iuforinatiou of 600 or 700 cavalry 
being in Unit town- lie inarched on the 20lh from some vil- 
lages where he was posted in front of Ibe enemy at Majorga, 
with the 10th and Ijlh Hussars. The lOtli marched straight 
to the town, whilst Lord faget with the J5th endeavoured to 
turn it. Unfortunately he fell in with a palrole, one of whom 
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vvhom it was conducted, and the iur- 
viving officers and men who were indivi* 
dually concerned in its accomplifhmcnt. 

When the troops arrived at Corunna, 
the tranfpoi ts in which they were to em- 
bark had not come round from Vigo ; 
therefore, as the enemy were fa rapidly 
advancing, it hccarac ncceffiiry for the 
Commander in Chief to occupy the moft 
favourable pofitions that prefented them- 
felves, for the pnr])orc of covering the em- 
barkation, The rclcrve, under the command 
of the Hon. Major-general Paget, was 
ftationed near the bridge of Burgo, which 


escaped, and gave tlie alarm. By this means the French had 
lime to form on the outside of the town belorc Lord Paget got 
round. He immediately charged them, beat them, and took 
from 140 to 150 prisoners, amongst whom were two Lioiitenaiit- 
colonels and eleven ofTiccrs, with thc'loss on our part of six or 
eight men, and perhaps 20 wounded.’* 
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had been previoufly deilroyed, but not 
fo effectually as could have been wiflicd.* 

Here fome (harp fkirmifhing took place 
between them and the advance of the 
enemy. — Sir David Baird’s and General 
Hope’s divifions were the fame evening 
advanced about two miles in front of Co- 
runna, near to which the French had alfo 
taken a pofition. During this period the 
Britifli engineers and artillery were bufily 
employed in affifling the Spaniards in re- 
pairing and improving the batteries and 
fortifications on the land front of the town, 
which were in a very dcfc 61 ivc condition. 

The guns and carriages mofl unfit foi* 
lervice were now replaced by others from 


In carrying the object of destroying this bridge intoexccn- 
lion, an oibcer of the engineers uiiiortunately lost his lift 
during the explosion. 
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the citadel ; amongft the former were fe- 
veral brafs ones of extraordinary large ca- 
libre. New mortar-batteries were alfo 
ereded, and the parapets lined with provi- 
fioii-barrels, filled with gravel by the artil- 
lery-men, for the purpofe, I imagine, of 
protedlng the gunners from the fhots of 
the enemy’s maiklmcn. It is but doing 
juflice to the Spaniards to obferve, that in 
thefe efforts they were extremely adive 
and affiduous ; and in a vifit I paid to the 
batteries I faw two young women in male 
attire, and armed with fabres, affifling and 
encouraging the workmen, and fupplying 
them with wine and other refrefhmenls. 

On the morning of the 13th, between 
eight and nine o’clock, a powder maga- 
zine, fituated on the heights about two or 
three miles from the town, W'as blown up, 
to prevent its contents from falling into 
the hands of the enemy. However, feve- 
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ral hundred barrels of gunpowder had 
been removed on the preceding day to the 
citadel ; neverthelcfs, the explofion was 
tremendous, the whole of Coruniia beinar 
conyulfcd as if by an earthquake ; many 
windows were broken, and even the (hip- 
ping in the harbour experienced its cfFe6l, 
The inhabitants not having been apprized 
of this circiirnftance previous to its taking 
place, were thrown into a momentary 
ftate of confulion and affright. 

On the 1 4th feveral fail of the line and 
tranfports arrived from Vigo, and the ca- 
valry and artillery commenced their em- 
barkation, with the exception of two or 
three brigades of guns, and a few dragoons 
for the duties of the picquet ; the fick 
were alfo fent on board. 

On this day I rode confiderably beyond 
the Britifh lines, as far as the moft ad- 
vanced of their videttes, and had a full 
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view of the French army, which at this pe- 
riod occupied the heights on the left, next 
the fea, their picquets being Rationed at a 
village in the mam road leading from Co- 
runna to Eetanzos, within a mile of tlie 
Englilh. It occalioned me no inconfider- 
able furprilc, from not being perfcclly ac- 
quainted with military etiquette, to obfci ve 
the Britilh and Frencit vldcttcs I'o near to 
each other, as to be within hearing; a:id I 
alJo noticed icveral riflemen, concealed on 
the fide of tlie road, ready to direrH their 
aim at any of the enemy’s officers who 
might advance to reconnoitre. Two Eng- 
liffi officers inadvertently rode pall their own 
videttes, and would in all probability have 
fallen into the hands of the French, had 
they not been called to by lomc of the fol- 
diers, and made fenfiblc of their danger, 
which they efcaped by returning as quick 
as poffible. 
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The (amc day T l^iw two Frencli offi- 
cers, apparently amuriiig tliemfelvcs by 
picking up (hells on the lands of the bay 
at low water. They might to a (.ertaiiity 
have been (liot by the riflemen, had they 
been permitted to (ire on them, being fiir 
w'ithin the range of their j)icces. On fe- 
vcral parts of the road in this neighbour- 
hood, walls of loo(e Hones wcie thrown 
acrofs, for tlie purpole of obflruiHing the 
progreis of cavalry, which al(h afforded 
excellent cover for the riflemen to con- 
ceal tliemfelvcs behind. The houfes and 
villages on both fides of the road were 
completely abandoned by the Spaniards, 
afid of courfe taken temporary polTeflion 
of by the armies. As I was returning to 
Corunna, I overtook a Spaniard who had 
, ]u(t made his cfcape from the enemy, and 
who related an anecdote of two young 
women, who having remained in a village 
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dii^ulfcd in male attire, were ilifcovered 
and feized a party, coiiijiliiig of up- 
wards of twenty French foidiers, and 
treated in a manner too brutal and inhu- 
man for me to dcfcribc. 

During the night the French fires, from 
their number and extent, evinced their 
force to be very confiderahle, and in the 
mornini? it was difeovered thev had re- 
ceived a large reinforcement, and that 
they had moved their pofition to the 
heiirhts the rlcrht. 

On the 1 5th the advanced guard of the 
Britilh army, which was ftationed on tlie 
heights near a place called Villaboa, was 
attacked by the enemy, as were the other 
outpofts, probably with the view of alcer- 



their portion, and the amount of their 
force. This was confidcred as a pre- 
liminary meafurc to a general battle, 
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which was confirmed by the events of the 
following day. 

The French this day ported two guns 
at a detached houfe on the tu:?d, from 
whence they fired on the Britilh lines. 
They were foon filenced by two Englifli 
field-pieces, and obliged to retire with pre- 
cipitation. The Englifli guns were fo 
extremely well ferved and pointed, that 
a (hot from one of them was feen to 
kill fevcial of the enemy, whilrt their 
efforts were attended with little effed, 
the ftiots mortly falling fliort of the 
objeds they were aimed at ; indeed, I 
neither faw nor hcartl of any mifehief done 
by them, unlefs the killing of a mule may 
be confidered deferving of that appellation. 
One fliell pafled over the advanced port 
it was diredled againrt, falliiig near the 
road amongrt fcveral Britirti foldiers, with- 
out occafioning any of them the fmalleft 
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injury. I'he whole day was parted ia 
continual /kirmilhin2', duriiiji: which the 
cool and intrepid condui!:!: of the Britilh 
troops w'as eminently conlpicuous and ex- 
emplary. I’he late Lieutenant-colonel 
Alacketizie, of the ill battalion of the 
5th legiinent, particular!) diliinguirtied 
himlelf by b.is activitv and bravery. Hav- 
ing.had one iiorle Ihot under him, he re- 
mounted on another, advanced again to 
the attack, and unfortunately received a 
wound from a mulket-ball, which occa- 
fioned his death in a few hours after- 
waids. — A mod interefting fpcdlacle pre- 
fcnted'itfclf during this day in the move- 
ments and operations of the contending 
parties, being fufficiently near for me 
plainly to dillinguifh every thing that took 
place. In one inftance I noticed a detach- 
ment, conlifting, I Ihould think, of more 
than a hundred of the enemy, take poflTef- 
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fion of a houfe on the fide of a hill, from 
whence they were fpeedily diflodged by 
the Britilh artillery, the firft ftiot from 
whom penetrated completely thi ongh the 
houfe, compelling them to feek fafety on 
the height by a precipitate flight. 

This day and the preceding a great num- 
ber of horfes and mules which had been 
difablcd were (hot in the fquarc of the ar- 
fenal at St. Lucia, near Corunna, 

I have already mentioned, that in conle- 
quence of the enemy’s movements on the 
morning of this day, a general battle was 
expedted immediately, but that nothing 
more took place than a feries of fkirmifli- 
ing. The delay, in all probability, was 
occafioned by the reinforcements expelled 
by the enemy not having arrived in due 
time. 

The firing did not entirely ceafe till the 
evening, when the outpofts were relieved, 
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and the brave Englilh troops who had 
been engaged were withdrawn to take 
that reft which their vigorous and arduous 
exertions rendered fo requifite. The arm)' 
in general had been fupplifid with their 
due proportion of rations fince their ar- 
rival at Corunna, which the uncommon 
rapidity of the retreat, and the local cir- 
cumftances previoufly detailed, prevented 
their receiving with regularity during 
their march. Thole Ibldicrs who required 
them were alfo furniflied with ihoes, 
{lockings, and other articles of clothing, 
and new arms were delivered out, to re- 
place thofe that had been loft or rendered 
unfit for fervice. 

On the morning of the i6th an unufual 
degree of buftle and animation appeared to 
prevail amongft the Spanifh troops and 
inhabitants, his Excellency the Com- 
mandant, Don Joaquin Garcia Morena^ 
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having by proclamation and other methods 
exhorted them to exert their utmoft efforts 
ill co-operating with their brave allies to 
repel the afl'aults of the enemy, and to af- 
ford them every poflible facility towards 
cffccSling their embarkation, declaring at 
the fame time it was his determination to 
defend the place to the laft extremity. — 
This venerable and patriotic officer, 
though apparently upwards of feventy' 
rears of age, evinced the utmoft adivity 
and zeal in the performance of his duties, 
being the greateft part of every day on 
horfeback, perfonally infpedting the pro- 
grefs of the works, and the organization 
of the volunteers.* 


* I'he confidence brilicirihabil’dntf appeared to ba considcr- 
ublj inerrasod by the events of Ibe preceding day. At the 
lioufic wherei^d bad apartiipents, the females of the family^ 
tvho were in high spirits, amused themselves by dancing to their 
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I again this morning vifited the Englilh 
advanced ports, which hapcl not altered 
their pofition rtncc the preceding day ; at 
this period, every thing appearing perfodlly 
quiet, the foldiers, excepting thole on 
fentry, were rerting and taking refrelh- 
ment, but rtill in a fituatiou ready to 
turn out at a moment’'s notice. The men 
had erected for themlelves huts, formed of 
boards, rtraw, and other materials, hartily 
collc6tcd from the buildings in the neigh- 
bourhood, there being very few tents. 

Notwithrtanding the fatigue the Eng-? 
lilh foldiers had already undergone, and 
the fevere confli61s they had recently been 
engaged in, they appeared in excellent 




caitaaels, at the same time expressing their admiralioa of the 
English, and contempt for the French, who they stigmatized 
with the appellatioQ of Piccaroon. 



ipirits, cxpreffing the higheft confidence in 
their officers, and feemed anxious, by be- 
ing again oppofed to the enemy, to bring 
to a conclufion the object of their illus- 
triou? General in Chief, of the favourable 
iffiie of which they entertained no doubt. 
It was between the hours of ten and ele- 
ven, that I rode to the Engiifh outpofts. — 
The morning was extremely fine, and I 
had a very diftin<$l view of the enemy’s 
army. A large body of cavalry and in- 
fantry, evidently a reinforcement, at this 
time were marching up to the heights in 
front, accompanied by bands of mufic, 
drums, and fifes. A few ffiots were fired 
at their rear by the Britifh, but I believe 
the diftance was too great for them to do 
execution. The extent of the French 
lilies could plainly be afeertained through 
a telefcope, and I could diftinguifh engi- 
neers ai^ artillery-men bufily employed 
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in their front, as I imagined ereding a bat- 
tery. Were I permitted to offer an opi- 
nion of the numbers of which the enemy’s 
army confifted, to judge from the extent 
and depth of their line, I fliould certainly 
eftimate them at upwards of thirty thou- 
fand. Soon after I reached Corunna, 
where I had bufinefs with the Infpedor of 
Hofpitals, the French army commenced 
their attack on the Britifti outpolls, which 
I had juft vifitecL* 




^ Having settled my business with Dr. Shaptefy to whose 
polite attention 1 feel myself greatly indebted, 1 rode back to 
the scene of action, where 1 took a station from whence I could 
sec what passed; and also be at hand to afford any professional 
assistance in my power that might be required. This enables 
me to offer what 1 trust may be deemed not altogether an unin* 
tercsting detail of events that passed under my actual inspec- 
tion ; and as I subsequently ascertained thp names of officers 
and corps engaged, 1 hope it will be found tolerably correct. 

»4 
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A heavy difeharge of artillery took 
placfe about one o’clock from the enemy’s 
batteries on the heights in front of the 
army, which was returned by fuch cf the 
Britilh artillery as had not been embarked, 
a brigade of which had been previoufly 
Ifationed in the main road, ready to aft as 
circumftances might require. The com- 
tnanding pofitionof the enemy’s guns ena- 
bled them to have a fuperior etFeft to thofe 
of the Englifli, who were fo much below 
them. The principal attack of the enemy 
was direfted to the divifion under Sir 
David Baird, which was undoubtedly the 
weakefl portion of the Britilh line, againft 
which they advanced three very ftrong 
columits. Nothing could poflibly exceed 
the intrepidity, lirmnefs, and good order 
with which this divifiiMi fuftained the 
attack. After a very arduous druggie, 

* V 

the Britilh fpccecded in driving the enemy 
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down from the heights whereon they had 
attacked them, and charged them with tlic 
utmofl ij)irit and ardour half way up the 
hill, on the other fide, which they had be- 
fore occupied, to the place where they had 
ported their guns, which very nearly fell 
into the hands of the Englifli, and were 
only preferved by being hartily with- 
drawn. 

A village to the right ,of General- 
Baird’s divilion became an object of obrti- 
nate contert between the two armies. It 
was fituatcd at the foot of a hill, and 
crowded with French troops ; thefe were 
gallantly attacked by the Englilh no Icrt 
than three fevcral times, who at length 
luccceded in carrying the place, after an 
immenfe flaughter of the enemy. The 
fiftieth regiment and the Guards were 
chiefly concerned in this affair, during 
which I am informed they loft two field 
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officers, and three fubaltcrns, and about 
one hundred men killed, and a confider- 
able number were wounded. 

The fifty-fecond light infantry, and the 
ninety-fifth rifle corps, alfb particularly 
diftinguifhed themfelves near to this place, 
being engaged on the right of the village, 
and actually purfued the French up the 
hill, who fled before them with confufion 
and difmay. 

During this attack. Lieutenant-general 
Sir David Baird, who throughout was 
mofl ably fupported by Lord William 
Bentinck, and the brigade under his com- 
mand, received a very fevere wound, 
which obliged him to be taken from the 
field, and the Commander in Chief, who 
was near this divifion, fhortly afterwards 
alfo fell by a cannon-fhot. 

This portion of the Britifh army it was 
that fufiered the moft feverely, and parti- 
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cularly Lord William Bentinck’s brigade ; 
the left was fo ftrongly pofti-d, that the 
enemy did not confider it prudent to ha- 
zard an attempt at forcing them, content- 
ing themfelves with directing at them a 
very furious cannonade. Towards the 
evening, however, the fourteenth regiment 
of infantry, who formed part of the left of 
the line, were detached, and wlio executed 
a moft gallant and giu ioiis cntei prize. A 
very numerous body of the French troops 
having occupied a village at a confiderable 
diO.ance in their front, they were ordered to 
diflodge them. This they fucceeded in 
effeding at the point of the bayonet, but 
not without fu Gaining fevere lofs, as the 
French difpiitcd the pofleflion of the place 
with determined obftinacy and perfever- 
ance, the conflid only ending with the 
flight. 

Notwithftanding the immenfe fupc- 
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riority of the enemy in point of numbers, 
and the advantages of the commanding 
pofition they poffeffed, they were com- 
pletely and decidedly foiled in every one 
of their reiterated attempts to turn the 
right of the Britifli army, and their lofs 
in killed a;id wounded was certainly infi- 
nitely greater than thofe whom they at- 
tacked. 

A great deal of the fiiccersful oppofition 
tothefe attempts muft in jufticc be attri- 
buted to a judicioufly-timed and well- 
concerted movement of the Honourable 
Major-general Paget’s, who marched the 
referve under his command from their 
cantonments, in fupport of the right wing 
of the army, and by a mod vigorous and 
effedive attack, completely defeated his 
intention. The extrennely judicious Na- 
tion occupied by Lieutenant-general Fra- 
fer’s divifion, ftill further added to the 
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lecurlty of the right of the army, and dis- 
appointed the enemy in his hopes of fuc- 
cefs in that quarter, compelling him at 
length totally to abandon his purpofe. At 
fix o’clock in the evening the firing on 
both fidcs ceafeci, the advance of the Bri- 
ti(h army remaining upwards of a mile 
beyond the pofition they had occupied pre- 
vious to the commencement of the action, 
lb that they rr-ay with juftice and truth be 
pronounced the conquerors on this memor- 
able occafion. 

The exa6t number of the killed and 
wounded during this conflict has not, and 
perhaps may never be afeertained ; but 
from the befi: information I have been 
enabled to procure on the fiibjcd, I fliould 
imagine did not amount to one thoufand, 

' whilft that of the French muft have been 
nearly double. 

The Britilh array commenced its retreat 
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for embarkation about eleven o’clock, 
taking with them as many of their 
wounded as were in a condition to be 
moved ; the remainder they were uiider 
the painful neceflity of leaving on the 
field along with thofe of the enemy. The 
order in which the troops marched from 
their pofitions was fuch as to refleft high 
credit on the character and difeipline of 
Britifh foldiers, the artillery taking the 
lead. The picquets, however, jemained 
at their refpedive polls until between four 
and five o’clock on the morning of the 
1 7th, when they were likewife withdrawn, 
without any movements of the enemy 
having taken place indicative of their being 
acquainted with what was pafling ; al- 
though it is more than probable, from paft 
experience, he felt no inclination to offer 
any obflruflion to the execution of their 
plans, until they were too far removed 
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to have it in their power to recrimi- 
nate. 

The Commiffioncr and Captains of the 
Royal Navy* exerted themfelvcs in the 
mod: ftrenuous and praife- worthy manner 
in co-operating with the commanders of 
the land forces, in cfl'efting the embarka- 
tion, which was accomplilhed with a de- 
gree of expedition perhaps never equalled 
upon any fimilar occafion. 

The brioades under the command of 

O 

Major-general Hill and Major-general 


Commissioner Bowen. 

Captains — The Hon. IL Cijrz;oi!- 

Gosselin. 

Boys. 

■■ ■■■— Baiiiier. 

.^arel. 

Digby. 

CanlcH, and Mackonzia. 
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Beresford received dired^iioiis to remain on 
fliorc, as a rear-guard, and to watch the 
motions of the en?niy. The remainder 
of the army got fafely on boarrl the 
iranfports before day-light. The brigade 
of Major-general Hill was Rationed oii 
the promontory at the rear of the town, 
and that commanded by Major-general 
Beresford took pofl on the inland front of 
Corunna. 

Nothing could poffibly exceed the gal- 
lantry and refolution difplayed by the Bri- 
tifh foldiers under the very trying circum- 
ftanccs in which they ^^'crc placed ; by 
which, in defiance of every difficulty, 
iu the face of an enemy’s army of far fu- 
perior numbers, they were enabled to 
effefl; the objedl of embarkation, without 
any other lofs than wbat had prcvioufly 
taken place in the field of battle. 

No further movements of the French 
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army was perceptible till the morning of 
the feventeenth, whe4 they appeared to 
be again in motion, and between eight 
and nine o’clock a confiderable body of 
their light trpops took up a pofition on the 
heights near St. Lucia, which in fbme 
meafure commanded the inner harbour of 
Corunna. However, it was not appre- 
hended that the enemy could derive any 
very material advantage from the occupa- 
tion of this pofition, at leafi: not that would 
enable him to impede the operations of the 
Britifti troops in effecting their embarka- 
tion ; and as the Spaniards evinced every 
inclination to fupport and zealoufly co- 
operate with their allies, and certainly did 
exert therafelves to the utmoft ; the 
commanding officer. Lieutenant-general 
Hope, it appears, did not confider the 



forced. There fore* the brigade under 

E 



Major-general Hill, Rationed on the pro-* 
moiitory at the back of the town, was 
ordered to be withdraw'n, and its embarka- 
tion to Commence immediately. This 

j 

objeft was completely accomplKhed be- 
tween the hours of three and four in the 
afternoon. 

Tt (hould here be mentioned, that to- 
wards the middle of the day the enemy 
commenced a cannonade on the Ihipping^ 
which occafioned confiderable confufion, 
obliging them to flip their cables, and get 
under weigh with all poflTible dilpatch. 

In doing thisj feveral of the tranfports 
ran on fliorc, and unfortunately three or 
four were fo fituated that they could not 
be got off again, and were confequently 
left behind ; the troops, however, were 
removed, and put or. board other vef- 
fels. 

From the unavoidable confufion and 



uncertainty which muft ever attend all 
the operations of an army during the 
night, ic was impoffible to pay that regard 
which would have been defirable towards 
effedting the embarkation with precilion 
and regularity, and therefore it happened 
that the regiments became completely 
intermixed, the troops getting on board 
any of the fliips that could receive them, 
without paying the flighted: regard to 
their original deflinations. This circum- 
ftance occafioned the lick and wounded in 
many inftances to be deprived of the re- 
quifite medical and furgical alTiftance, as 
on board many of the tranfports there 
Avere no profcflional men, whilfl; in others 
there were feveral. It was intended to 
have remedied thefe inconveniencies the 
firfl: fine day that fliould occur after the 
failing of the fleet, which, however, the 
uncommon quicknefs of their paflage to 
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England prevented being accomplifhed, 
and foitunately became a matter of lels 
importance. 

The boats belonging to the men of war 
rendered the moft important fervices, being 
employed during the whole of the em- 
barkation ; and were it not for the won- 
derful intrepidity and exertions of their 
crews, for which Britilh failors are pro- 
verbially remarkable, much greater incon- 
veniencies would have taken place than 
were actually experienced. The boats 
continued rowing from the fhore to the 
fhips and back again the whole of the 
night of the hxteenth, and during the 
greater part of the following day, with 
little intermiflion ; and although it blew' a 
very heavy gale, and the fea ran extremely 
high, and was very rough all the morning, 
thefe gallant fellows, regardlefs of danger, 
and defpiiing bodily toil, continued theif 
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meritorious exertions with the uttnoft 
alacrity and cheerfulnefs, thtir folicitude 
to render every affiftance in their power to 
the Ibldiers evincing the moft ftriking 
and honourable proofs of their generofity, 
courage, and humanity.* Moft of the 
men of war alfo weighed at the fame time, 
with the exception of the flag-lhip, which 
remained at anchor. 

Several of the enemy’s (hots paffed 
very near and over the tranljjort on which 
f was embarked, and many fell around 


* “ lu consequence of the good order maintained by the 
troops, and the unwearied exertions of Commissioner fiowen^ 
the captains, and other officers of the navy, the agents, as 
well as the boats’ crews, many of whom were for two days 
without food and without repose, the army has been embarked 
to the last man.”— Vide the Hon, . Rear-admiral De Courcy’s 
dispatch to the Hon. W. W. Poloi dated ISth January* 

E3 
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her, without doing the flighteft injury ^ 
and I noticed a few which ftruck other 
(hips without doing material damage. 

Soon after dark, Major-general Beres- 
ford having taken a friendly leave of the 
Governor, who appeared perfedly fatisfied 
with the neceflity of the Britifli move- 
ments, withdrew his brigade from the 
land front of the town, and together with 
the whole of the lick and wounded who 
had not been previoufly moved, were em- 
barked by one o’clock on the morning of 
the 1 8 th of January. 

The tranfport* on board which I cm- 


* Having ajiplicd for a passage to England lo the Hon. Ma- 
jor-general Broderick, and offered lo Dr. Sheplcr, the Inspector 
of Hospitals, my profcssionaS assir^ance whilst on board, lie 
was pleased to give me a letter lo Staff-Surgeon Taggart, wlio 
was in charge of the sick in the Alfre»l hospital ship, desiring 1 
might be accommodated in her; ai)d I am liappy to 
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bil ked was one of the lafi: that quitted the 
harbour, as the maftcr, a bold and experb 
enced fcaman, was determined to preferve 
his anchors if polhble, which he fortunately 
accomplifhed, notwithftanding . the Ihots 
were flying about in every direction. The 
appearance of the (hipping after dark, 
from the varied difpofition of the lights on 
the men of war, agent fliips, and tran- 
fports, was extremely beautiful, and had 
an intc reding and grand effedf, and the 
enemy’s fires on the heights, as well as 
thofe of the Britifli, added confidcrably to 
the brilliancy of the fccnc. 

By order of Admiral De Coiircy, the 


this Gentleman’s polltcriess, and to hear fcsllmoiiy to the 
humane attention with which (though in a had stale of healLh) 
he discharged the duties of liis station, us did AsslslaiU-lJurgf'oii 
J\ or, 
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tranfports were diredcd to get clear of the 
harbour as foon as they had received on 
board their complement of troops, and 
then to lay too for further inftrudtion. It 
blowing extremely hard, it was not poffi- 
ble in every inftance to comply with the 
Admiral’s orders. 

The wounded men being very uncom- 
fortably accommodated, and deftitute of 
every neceflary their condition required, 
the mafter of the Alfred, with the concur- 
rence and approbation of the medical 
officers on board, was induced to make fail 
at three o’clock in the morning, and ar- 
rived off Plymouth on the twentieth, an- 
choring in the Sound on the following 
day. 

Having brought my narrative to this 
point, I hope I may without preemption 
add my feeble tribute to the general ap- 
plaufe that has been bellowed on the 
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exertions of the officers and men con- 
cerned in the Spaniffi expedition. 

That the enemy were fo fuccefsfully 
oppofed, and finally repull'ed, was owing 
to the incomparable condn6t and intre- 
pidity of the Britifh troops, and that the 
embarkation was fo completely effeded, 
may be attributed to the judicious means 
employed to fupport and encourage their 
extraordinary efforts. In regular fuccef- 
fion from one affair to another, opportu- 
nities were given, as they were univerfally 
employed, to difplay the fkill and bravery 
of the Britifh military chara6fer. 

The death of every individual who glo- 
rioufly terminates his exigence in the fer- 
vice of his country, is in fome degree a 
matter of public intereft and general con- 
cern ; but when an officer of the high 
and diftinguifhed rank in which the 
merits of the late Commander of the 
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Britifh forces in Spain had placed 
him,* from wbofc fidenclid military ta- 


^ (icncral AFoore rrilt*re<l tlip service early in life, and as lie 
9[jon displayed his military talents, his rise was rapid. In the 
year 1801 he was appointed Colonel of the 52d rc;{iraonl, and 
rose to the rank of Major-i^cneral in 1802. Corsica was the 
theatre in which he primarily distinj^uished himself as an oflicer 
of superior skill ; and on many occasions in that island he gave 
proofs of his personal bravery .and good conduct. JIc after- 
wards accompanied the late Sir Ralph Abercrombie to the West 
Indies, where his conduct was so exemplary as lo acciuirc the 
unbounded confidence of that excellent Ciencral, by whom he 
was selected lo serve under his command in Uic expedition to 
Holland in 1799, where he received a slight wound. It was, 
however, on the Egyptian expedition that he had a more ample 
opportunity for establishing his character as an oflicer of the 
Arst-ratc abilities. Jtc commanded at the disembarkation of 
the troops on this occasion ; and it is reported that even lioiia- 
partc expressed himself in terms of the highest admiration of 
hU conduct, which he aflirmed was a inastcr-picce of Gene- 
ralship, and worthy of the ablest Commiader that ever 
lived. General Moore was severely wounded at the battle of 
Alexandria at the head of the reserve, which he was leading 




Jents and thofe fuperior endowments 
which grace a foldicr, we might witl^ 


forward with Jiis usual gallantry ; and, on liis rclnrii from 
Kgypt, his Majesty in the most gracious nianncr conferred on 
him the honour of Knighthood, and invested him v^ilh the 
Order of the lialh. During the whole of the present war $fir 
J(dm Moore was with little intermission engagod in active ser- 
•vicc. JTe commanded at Shorncliflc in Kent, and afterwards 
succeeded the Uonoiirabic General lev in the command of the 
fo iTX's in Sicily, Sir John was entrusted with the chief com- 
mand of the expedition to Sweden; and although this was not 
attended with the satisfactory result which was hoped for, Mi- 
nisters have unanimously acquitted the General of the slighlesl 
misconduct on the occasion. — From all that has heen related 
respecting the character of the late Sir John Moore, he appear! 
to have devoted himself exclusively to the profession of arms, 
lie was in every rcsjiect a complete soldier, and a strict discipli- 
narian ; so that the 52d regiment, of which he was Colonel, 
and which was under Ills immediate inspection during the 
lime he commanded at ShonicliHe, was generally looked up 
to as a model in point of manoeuvres and discipline. He 
seems to have possessed all those talents which, hait he hcen 
iwvcsled with a cuuliuental command on an extensive sCfile, 
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confidence have anticipated future at- 
chievements, adding to the glory, happi- 
nefs, and honour, not only of this kingdom, 
but eventually of all Europe, is cut off in 
the meridian of a brilliant career on the 
field of battle, and dies in the arms of 
vidory, his fate becomes an objedl of the 
deepeft regret ; at the fame time the Ipirit 
of national exultation his heroic aftions 
muft naturally give rife to, in fome degree 
reconciles us to his fate, and infpires us 
with an ardent though rational curiofity 
to become acquainted with the minutefl 
circumftances with which it was at- 
tended. 

In this point of view, although feveral 


and during a protracted warfaret would in all human probabi* 
lity have placed him high upon the list of the most celebrated 
modern Generals. 
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details have already been prefented to the 
public, more or lefs correal, T trull it may 
not be confidcred altogether irrelevant, if 
I take the liberty of introducing fuch ac- 
counts of the lafl: moments of the hero of 
Corunna, as I received from an eye-wit- 
nefs of unqueftionable veracity. 

It has been previoufly ftated, that the 
late Sir John Moore was with the divifioii 
of Lieutenant-general Sir David Baird, 
on which the firll and moft determined 
attack was made by three ftrong columns 
of the enemy; here, at the head of the 
50th regiment, the Commander in Chief 
was llruck by a cannon-fliot, which (bat- 
tered his arm, and lacerated the mufcles of 
the left breaft, (b materially injuring the 
parts adjacent, as to preclude every hope 
of the wound not proving mortal. 

The (hot ■ brought the General imme- 
diately to the ground ; but fo far was he 



/rom exprc/Hiig the flighted concern fed 
hlmfelf, or evincing fymptoms of the ex- 
cruciating agony he miifl' have fiilfalnedj 
that I am pofitively affured he furve)<.d his 
wound with rather a fmiling countenance, 
and with the greateft coolnels and com- 
pofurc ol)fervcd, that he was fcnhble all 
aid would be ufelels ; defiring the officei 
who protFered his affiftance to go imme- 
diately and inform General Hope of the 
circumftancc, on whom the command 
iiow devolved, Sir David Baird havins 
been previoufly wounded, and reludantly 
compelled to leave the field. I cannot 
forbear in this place mentioning a trait in 
the condu6f of Lieutenant-general Baird, 
which, in my opinion, reflefts great ho- 
nour on his character as a foldier, and on 
his feelings as a man. Having been 
wounded (as before ftated) in the upper 
part of his arm, profeffional affiflance was 
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immediately tendered, when hearing that 
the Commander in Chief was alfo wound- 
ed, he infifted on the furgeon’s immedi- 
ately leaving him, and going to Sir John 
Moore ; and he himfelf w'as taken on 
board the Ville dc Paris, where his arm 
was amputated near the focket by the tur- 
geon of that fhip. Six foldiers, with 
tearful eyes, and forrowing hearts, con- 
veyed their beloved Commander from the 
field of battle, in a blanket, to his quarters 
at Corunna ; on the way to which he 
anxioufly inquired if the enemy had been 
Compelled to retire : being anfwcrcd in 
the affirmative, he faid, “ then 1 am per- 
fectly happy, and my life or death is of no 
confequence whatever,” or words to the 
fame effeCt. From the necefiity there w£is 
of proceeding with the utmoft caution and 
gentlenefs, the foldieis were near an hour 
in conveying the General to his quarters. 



during which he Ipoke very little, and 
fcarcely uttered a groan. The Ihort pe- 
riod that this gallant Ibldier continued an 
inhabitant of this world, aftei he arrived 
at his quarters was paffed in giving dii ac- 
tions as to the difpofal of his papers, and 
exprefling his wiflies relative to the 
future profpedls of thofe officers of his 
ftafF and friends to whom he was particu- 
larly attached. He exprefled himfelf 
extremely folicitous that his country 
fliould approve of the endeavours he had 
exerted to promote her intcrefls, and de- 
clared he had ever ferved with zeal and 
fidelity, and died in the manner he had al- 
ways been defirous of. After this he Ipoke 
of family concerns, particularly as to what 
related to his mother ; but at this period 
his fpeech faltering confiderably, he was 
obliged to defifi. Sir John thanked his 
medical afliftants in very kind terms for 



their care and attention ; and after taking 
an aifeding farcvv'^el of his Aid-de-Cairtps, 
and the mourning friends by whom he 
was furrounded, his manly foul winged 
its flight to another and a better world, 
ofeaping from its fragile tenement of 
mortality without one convulfive ftruggle, 
about twelve o’clock on the night of the 
1 6th of January. 

Between the period of our arrival and 
the 25th, near two hundred fail of tran- 
fports came in, but owing to the heavy 
gales that prevailed, the fick and wounded 
were not Immediately lent on fhoie ; this, 
however, took place as foon as poflible, 
and the feene that prefented itfelf was 
truly diflrefflng, though I muft remark 
that mofl: of the delcriptions that I have 
met with have been greatly exaggerated. 
It is but paying a juft tribute to the dilin- 
tercfled humanity of the inhabitants of 


F 
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Plymouth, to ftate that nothing could pof- 
fibly exceed their anxiety and exertions to 
afford every affiflance in their power to- 
wards the accommodation of the Tick and 
wounded officers and foldiers, and to alle- 
viate their fufferings; and the Mayor* 
and Corporation took the lead in thefe 
laudable endeavours, in a manner highly 
creditable to them in their official and in- 
dividual capacities.'!' 

A tranfcript of the return of tlie lick 
and wounded received on board the Al- 


^ William Laiijmoad, Ksq, 

+ I am personally indebted to the attention of Mr. CIcalhcr 
and Mr, Dunstervilley of the Corporate Body, al my re- 
quest were so kind as to procure the attendance of a Physician 
(Dr, Kemmctt) on Assistant>Siirgeon Campbell, of the tloyal 
Artillery, for whom I was particularly interested; and who, by 
the care and skill of that Gcnltcinan, recovered from a very 
dangerous ty phus fever. 
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fred, on which I took tny paflage, will 
perhaps afford a more accurate idea of the 
flate of the troops in general on their re- 
turn from Spain than any defcription of 
mine, and I therefore fubjoin a return of 
the number of Tick and wounded officers, 
non-commlffioned officers, and privates, 
received on board the tranfjjort No. 309, 
at Corunna, January 18, 1809 : — 


lleglriionts. Nmulfr* 

IStli Light Dragoons !i 

nuards 3!^ 

Std, or Queen’s 1 

4Hi Regiment of Infantry.. I 

3l!] Ditto I 

<Uh Ditto 43 

I4fh Ditto 1 

ftith Ditto 2 

i8th Ditto 15 

;5(>lh Ditto IS 

42d Ditto 8 

43d Ditto.. 82 

•SO, til Ditto ..................... .... 2 

i>lst Ditto. 1 


y 2 
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Urg’irneiifs. 

52d Regiment of Infantry 

5')lh Ditto 

7ist Ditto 

7Cth Ditto 

Stst Ditto ....... 

purveyor's Clerks 


umber. 

1 

24 

7 

5 

2 


Of the above were ill of 


Dysentery 6S 

Fever 56 

Wounded 36 

Trifling complaints - 20 

Convalescents 77 


257 

' -^OlTicefs who were passion jers 3 


* These three oflkers got into a boat with the intention of 
joining the transport on which their corps wAs embarked. — 
After rowing about a considerable time wUhont success, the 
boat became so leaky as to be in danger of sinking, and they 
therefore were received on board the Alfred. These Gentlemen 
were Captain Kelly, Adjutaul Jennings^ and Assistant-Surgeon 
Reid, 51st regiment. 
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BrouglU forward. 200 

Servants to attend tbe sick and wounded 

officers 5 

Medical officers 3 

Women - ^^0 

Making a total of* 283 

Who were received on board on account of his Majesty’s service* 


It has been with a confiderable degree 
of regret, that fince my arrival in this 
country I have heard a variety of reports 
in circulation relative to the events attend- 
ing the expedition to Spain, and particu- 
larly of the circumftanccs that occurred 
during the retreat of the army to Co- 
runna, which have not only been very 
different from the truth, but in many iii- 
ftances totally devoid of foundation. — 
Amongft other things, it has been afferted 
that great numbers of the foldiers compof- 
ing his Majefty’s German Legion had 
deferted to the enemy ; but in common 
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jufticc tf) this excellent and <ferei'v'ing 
body, I mud; declare, that whilft I was on 
the Continent I never heard of any fuch 
circumftance having taken place ; on the 
contrary, ev^ery officer with whom I have 
converfed refpefling the King’s German 
Legion fand they have been many), has 
affured me that they behaved on every 
occafion with the difeipline, fidelity, and 
bravery, which are the characleriftics of 
good foldiers.* 

It gives me great pleafurc to have it in 
my power thus publicly to contradidl a re- 


^The third regiment of German Dragoons were part of tlir 
troops composing the picqiiet^ in the gallant affair in ^hici# 
Major-general Stewart acquired such well- merited reputation, 
by the defeat of a large body of French Imperial (iuards, and 
taking prisoner their Commander, General Lelebvrc. 
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poi't, which could alone have originated in 
motives the moft bale and malignant. 

Refpeding the death of the late Major- 
general Anftruther, fcveral contradi6torjr 
ftories having been circulated, the follow- 
ing account, as I received it from a Gen- 
tleman of the higheft rcfpedlability and 
unimpeachable veracity, may be relied on 
as corre6l j and as it may afford a melan- 
choly fatisfa^lion to his furviving friends, 
I hope the introdu(5lion of it will not be 
deemed improper : — 

General Anftruther died of an inflam- 
mation of his lungs, brought on by ex- 
polure to the extreme inclemency of the 
weather, and remaining long in wet 
clothes. 

The gallant General neglefling to ufe 
the precautions and remedies his fituation 
required, continued his praifeworthy exer- 
tions to the very laft, and did not give up 

F4 
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till bis complaint bad reduced him ta a 
ftate evincing his approaching diflblution, 
•when he became unable to mount his horfe, 
and was then placed in a carriage and con- 
veyed to his quarters, where he expired 
the next day, iiniverrally regretted. 

The Spaniards, too, have been accufed 
not only of apathy and indifference to- 
wards the cade of their lightful Sove- 
reign, but of abfolutc hoffility towards our 
troops, particularly the inhaiiitants of *]3c- 
nevente, Toro, Afforga, and Villa Fran- 
ca, &c. 1 have in a preceding part of this 

letter adverted to petty difputcs which oc- 
eafionally took place between the Britifh 
foldiers and the inhabitants of fome of 


did not pcrson.'iJI} tisil eillior of th« I wo place* fiift 
mentioned. 
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the towns through which I paficJ, but 
they were by no means of a I'erious nature, 
or deferviiig of the appellations with which 
they have been branded. 

It is undeniable, that on many occa- 
fions, where provifions and other nccefla- 
ries were expeded to have been cheerfully 
and abundantly fupplied by the inhabit- 
ants of towns through which the Britifli 
troops marched, that little or none could 
be obtained on any terms whatever. This, 
however, did not originate, as has been 
erroneoufly afferted, in any diflike of the 
Spaniards to the Engliih, but merely from 
the extreme diftrefs in which they were 
themfelves involved. Cheat numbers of 
the cattle had been driven to the moun*’ 
tains for fecurity againft the rapacity of 
the French ; and their Bores of other pro- 
vifions were almofi: exhaufted by lupplics- 
for their countrymen in arms ; and as 
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the operations in agriculture were in d 
great mearurc rufpended, they had a dil^ 
mal profpect to look forward to for future 
exigencies ; thefe circumftanccs of courfc 
rendered thefe poor unfortunate perfons 
(expofed to all the calamities of a refi- 
dcncc on the theatre of war, of which an 
adequate idea can fcarcely be formed by 
any one but an eyc-witnefs), reluftant to 
part with the llender pittance in their pof* 
feffion. 

To the above may be added, that the 
■unexpected retreat of the Britifli army in* 
creafed all their apprehcnfions in an emi- 
nent degree, whilll: its fudden appearance 
in their towns precluded the poffibility of 
the inhabitants fupplying themfelves from 
the adjacent country with the articles re- 
quired. The total ignorance of the Spa- 
nifti language on the part of the Englifh 
foldiers, and vice verfa^ alfo occafioned 
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mutual miriindcrftanclings, which were in 
a few inflances attended with difagrecablc 
conlequences. Another caufe why tlie 
cxpetlations of the Britilh army as to re- 
ceiving requifite accommodations and af- 
fiftance from the inhabitants were fo 
frequently difappoiiited, was the immenfe 
numbers of their fick and wounded coun- 
trymen, who were flocking from the feats 
of war in the different quarters of the 
kingdom towards their refjjcidivc homes, 
with whom the towns were continually 
crowded. The fituatlon and wretched 
appearance of thele unfortunate people 
were truly pitiable ; thofc unable to walk 
were conveyed on cars, whlllf others 
through hunger, ficknefs, and fatigue, 
fcarcely able to crawl, were compelled to 
make their way on foot, almoft naked, 
and generally without Ihoes or ftockings. 
Even in the Spanilh hofpitals and other 



places fet apart for the reception of the 
fick anti wounded, the unhappy patients 
were nearly dc-ftitutc of every requifite to 
I'uflain exiflcnce, not to lay of the conve- 
niencies and comforts neceflary for their 
condition. Some judgment may be 
formed of their diftreffes, from the cir- 
cumhance of one poor man, who, 
according to the interpietatlon of my 
native lervant, afferted that he had been 
fourteen da\s without any other faftc- 
nance than a little bad wine, and fomc- 
times a fmall quantity of broth made of 
vegetables and oil: indeed, his appearance 
fully elhibliihed the veracity of his ftate- 
ment. 

In many inllances the Biitilh foidiersj 
with that liberality, feeling, and generolityj 
which are equally- their charaCieri/Iics as 
Ipirit, intrepidity, and courage, would 
fhare with thefe miferable objects their 
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own loanty pittances, the deprivation of 
which they muft have felt mod: feverely. 

I met a great iiu mber of lick and vvounde4 
Spaniards on my journey from Corunna^ 
particularly between Lugo and Villa 
Franca, clcorted by armed men, fcarccly 
in a bejtter condition than thofc under 
their care. The officers and men exhi- 
bited fimilar appearances of wretchcdnefs 
and intenfe fatigue ; and the whole ad- 
vanced at a rate of not more, on an aver- 
age, than a mile an hour.* Should this 
ftatcmejit require confirmation, 1 can, 
with confidence, appeal to almoft eyery 


* Some of these ineo on being a.skc(l whut was the matter 
with them, replied : “ Muchas Eutbrmos tango hambre, tango 
mueba sed,” which is in English, “ very sick, very hungry, 
and very dry.” And on giving them a piece of bread, tlicy 
expressed themselves thus : “1 tbank you for it, and may vow 
Jive nipny years !” 



officer of the Britiffi Army, moft of whom 
muft have witneffed fimilar fcenes during 
their fervice in Spain. 

As I have often mentioned the great 
ufe made of the cars drawn by oxen, a 
ffiort defer jption of them may not be con- 
fidercd uninterefting. A more"' inconve- 
nient, ill conftrutlcd, clumf}% carriage, 
cannot be well conceived. The body of 
the carriage is merely a platform of rough 
boards, which is placed on two wheels, 
rather lower than the front ones of an 
Englifh waggon, compofed of pieces of 
timber, pinned together, and fecured by 
others nailed acrofs ; — thefe do not revolve 
bn the axle-tree, but are faftened to it, 
the whole of which turns in grooves 
fometimes fecured with iron. The pole 
pafling between the oxen, is faftened to a 
vote bound to their horns, fo that the 
poor animals draw by the head, or rather 
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it may be faid, that they pufli the ma-> 
chine forwards. 

The fliocking inconvenience of fuch a 
jolting conveyance for lick and wounded 
perfons mliy be calily conceived ; added to 
which, the noife they make is the moH 
difagreeable poflible, the revolution of the 
axletrees producing a kind of humming, 
monotonous found, fomething fimilar to 
the drone of a bagpipe, which may be 
heard at the diftance of a mile, or up- 
wards. 

Having accompanied the elcort who 
were in charge of the money for the ufe of 
the army from Corunna to Aftorga, I had 
opportunities of obferving the method 
adopted for the tranfportatioii of the 
military equipage, and which, in my 
humble opinion, in a great meafure ac- 
counts for the lofs that was fuftained, as 
iiothing could be worfe calculated to faci- 



iitatc diipatch. In making this obferva- 
tion, I am far from intending to attach 
the flighted: impiitatioii of negled on any 
Gentleman of the Commilfariat Depart- 
ment, as I am lenfible they had uncommon 
difficulties to encounter in the difeharge 
of their official duties, and indeed 1 do not 
feel myfelf competent to decide. 

I have ncverthelefs heard, from un- 
doubted authority, that this department of 
the public fervicc, fo material to the fuc- 
cefsful operations of an army, is con- 
duced on a much fuperior plan by the 
French, and it certainly can be no difgrace 
to profit even by the example of an 
enemy 

Fas cst all TTosic doccre. 

Notwithfianding their bigotry and hatred 
of heretics ufually aferibed to the Roman 
Catholic priefts, I with pleafure obferved 
that thefe perfons on all occafions appeared 
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extremely anxious to do every thing in 
their power to promote the comtort, and 
contribute to the accommodation of the 
fick and wounded of the Brililh army. — 
Many Englifh officers were greatly in- 
debted to the hofpitality and kindnels of 
Spaniffi monks and friars, who (though by 
no means in poircllion of an abundance of 
the good things of this life) were emulous 
to ffiare their ftores with the diftrelfed. 

An inftance of goodnels and humanity 
in one of thefe clerical gentlemen, which 
I am about to relate, will place the fenti- 
ments and condu6f of this clafs of men in 
the mod favourable point of view. My 
fervant being extremely ill, I procured 
him admiflion into a room which was oc- 
cupied by an Englifli ierjeant and his 
family at Lugo ; but having neither bed- 
ding or covering, a benevolent monk 
inftantly offered to fupply him with his 

G 
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own, which he accordingly brought from 
his cell. 

1 am fenfible that what 1 have aflerted 
on this liibjeft is in dire6t op^ofition to 
the flatcincnts furniflied by many fJruifli 
officers hnee their return from Corunna, 
who have indiferiminately accufed the in- 
habitants of the pcninfula of every deno- 
minatiou, clafs, and protelhon, as having 
cxltibited the moll perfccl apathy and in- 
dilFcrencc, not only to the phyiical wants 
of the Englilh troops, but towards the 
caufe in fupport of which they vifited 
their country as dihntcrcfted and generous 
allies. But may it not be fitirly prefumed, 
that fcvcral of thefe officers rather with- 
drew from, than put themfelves in the 
way of receiving or witneffing thofe kind- 
neffes and attentions that others liberally 
partook of, and from the reports alone 
of Ibme who perhaps might have indivi- 
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dual caufe of complaint, have taken occa- 
fion to include the whole Spanilh nation 
as deferving of the reproach which in 
juftice Ihould only attach to a few. 

Indeed, the manners, cuftoms, and 
mode of living in Spain are fo widely dif- 
ferent from thole of CnglanJ, tliat every 
candid anil liberal-nrindcd perlon Ihould 
make great allowances for thcl'e circum- 
Ifances, in foniiins: an cdimatc of the 
fentiments and difpolition of the inhabit- 
ants, more cfpecially at a period during 
which they were expofed to luch alterna- 
tions and viciffitudes,*. privations, and dif- 
trclTcs, as might rationally be prefumed to 
have a material influence on the natural 
bias of their temper, which has ever been 
allowed to be “ noi/cj generous y and hu- 
mane ^ 

Englilhmen are fo accuftomed to the 
enjoyment of every comfort and accommo- 

© 2 
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elation ill their own country, that they feci 
more Icnlibly than the inhabitants of other 
nations the difficulties and Incoiivenicncies 
to which they are under tlie nci^cfiity of 
fubmittino; in their vifits to the Continent, 
There is no country in ICuropc perhaps lo 
well calculated to conquer Britifh preju- 
dices as Spain, the hardfhips and priva- 
tions the tra\ eller muft J'uftain, in a Ihort 
period, inuring him to the patient endur- 
ance of what cannot poffibly be avoided. 
The paffados or Inns, except a few in the 
principal towns, arc, generally fpcaking, 
little better than hovels, affording fhel- 
ter from the inclemency of the weather, 
but fcarccly any thing clfc. The beds 
arc commonly nothing more than heaps 
of firaw, iifually well flocked with inha- 
bitants of a fable lue ; and In lieu of 
fhects, blankets, and quilt, the traveller 
muft depend on his own cloak or cloth- 
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mg for covering during the period of his 
repofc.* 

As to their cookery, nothing can po/Ii- 
bly be more difgufting to an Englith pa- 
late, inofl of their favourite ddhcs being 
feal'oned Avith articles, amongfl: which, 
garlic and rancid oil generall)' conipole 


^ Tlio (liftorcnre of Iravcilmi; post ia v^pain and ia Eni^land, 
is very strikia^', and 1 cuanol but tVcI surprized, that llic 
f^paiuards, who are aataiMl!) extremely ialelli:>;<*iit and acute, 
>hould not Jiave profiled by the iaventioas of their neig;hhours 
ia this particular. The Post Carriaj^es are exactly similar, at 
this period, to those described by the iaj^eiiious Author of (lil 
Bias; clumsy and iacouvenient. They have only two wheels', 
and have some resemblaace to an old-fafhioiied Bairlisli one- 
horse chaise, with curtains in front. Mules are j;fcacrally used 
for drawing; these carriages, fa one particular, the Spanish 
posting possesses a decided preference to that in England, as 
there is no possibility of the traveller being imposed upon* 
The rates are fixed by the Governmeiit, afid heavy penaltie**! 
annexed to a devialion from them. 
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the principal ingredients, Cuftom, how- 
ever. caiily reconciles thele matters to a 

f j 

perlon pofleffed of a common portion of 
energy and fortitude of mind, and he is 
amply recompcnccd by the interc/fing and 
fublimc fcencs which the traverfe of any 
part of the peninfula affords him nu- 
merous opportunities of contemplating. 

Immenic bodies of armed men march- 
ing through the country in every direflion, 
and the glorious and important druggie in 
whicli they are engaged, for the preferva- 
tioii of every thing that is or ought to be 
dear to humanity, at the prefent momen- 
tons a'ra, renders Spain an olijefl pecu- 
liarly intereding. 

Every fyrapathizing mind mud feel 
feiidbly hurt that their exertions in oppof- 
ing the lawlefs and urprecedented preten- 
dons of an overbearing and infatiable ty- 
rant Iiavc hitherto been unfuccefsful ; but 



ftill hopeo of ultimate fuccefs fhould ncvei 
be abandoned, v/htift theie exilfs a caiife 
which, as founded in jullicc, and having 
freedom for iis object, never f})Ouid be 
conlidered ns dclt)crate. Many people in 
tins country arc of opinion that the ani- 
mation and a; dour dated to cxid arnonp^d 
the Spaniards on behalf of their legitimate 
fbvereign, is merely imaginary, aild onlv 
to be found in (ha’ higher ciaffe;-. of focictv 
and indeed it is cettain that nothing could 
be more artful and judicious tlian the 
means adopted by Bonaj^artc to reconcile 
the lower orders to the change of govern- 
ment he propoled. The abolition of the 
inqulfition, feudal rights, and unequal tax- 
ation, were the rewards he offered to the 
community at large for their fubmiffioii to 
the authority of Jofeph Napoleon ; and 
therefore it is by no means furprifing that 
fome of the common people, who feldoin 
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rcafon upon circumftances but as they im- 
mediately affed themfelves, fliould be in- 
duced to look with indifference upon the 
operations of the Corfican uluiper,* 1 
am, however, inclined to believe that 
nine-tenths of the Spaniards are ffill loyal 
to the unfortunate Houfe of Bourbon ; 
and out of forty provinces of which the 
kingdom of Spain is compolcd, no more 
than three have been accufed of luke- 
warmnels in tlie caufe of Ferdinand the 
Seventh. As this may be confidered as 
the true ffate of the cafe, it may be fairly 
infei'red that the caiifc of patriotifm in 


* ‘‘ A niffiaii, who uislics willi Ihc trcacluiry, djssiniulalioij, 
rniiofijL'lL'ss cniL'ify, uisatialc rapacity, ami un^ouTiiablc ambi- 
i?ou of a Tiberip!,, the meanness of a pickpocket, and lliccua- 
oing of a slFiiper.” 
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Spain is not yet wholly clefpciaie, and 
therefore it is to be hoped that the further 
zealous co-operation of the Britilh Go- 
vernment will not be withheld, in con- 
Icquence of the temporary advantages 
that have recently been gained by the Gal- 
lic defpot. 

There cannot polTibly be more than one 
fentiment, as to the ncccfoty and advan- 
tage of refeuing Spain from the grafp of 
her liinguinary ambitious ufurper ; the jul- 
tice of the mealurc is unqucilionablc. 
Not only the national honour fo folcmnly 
pledged by our Gracious Sovereign and 
the Parliament, and the lympathy which 
the unmerited fufferings of the Spanifh 
people muft naturally excite in every hu- 
mane heart, but even our iniereji muff 
encourage us to a pcrfeverancc in the 
mofl vigourous efforts to affiff them. That 
our intereft is concerned in perfevering to 
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lend the Spaniards all the aid in our 
power, there can be no doubt of, for Ihould 
Bonaparte fuccced in his defigns of fubju- 
gating all the continent of Europe, the 
iiivafion of Britain would certainly be 
the next obje<51 of his ambition. Although 
our infular fituation, and other incidental 
circumftances, have hitherto preferved us 
from the vilitation of war, and its conco- 
mitant calamities, it is iiill within the 
verge of poffibility that fuch an event inay 
happen. Many perfons who arc averic to 
our fending another armament to Spain, 
aflert that an invafion of this country 
will ever be impodible, from the fuperi- 
ority and vigilance of the Britifli Navy ; 
but others, more reiic61ing, entertain a dif- 
ferent opinion. Should l^oiiapartc fuc- 
cecd in his dcfigns on Spain and Portugal, 
he will then become unquellionably, and 
bfolutely, the Arbiter of the eleftinies of 
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ihe Continent, and all its immenk: re- 
ioui'ccs will becoiric under his ihunediate 
direction. 

He will then i)C inafte,! of the popula- 
lion ol Spain, (>ct raciny, Italv, 

and Knliia, and in that cate would, dnui-if- 
lels, coiled all th.c diij'pin^^ of thole 
countries, to ti.inlport ])is troops, and 
make ule of their rcfo^ircch towards pro- 
motina: his views of e^’entually wreaking; 
his v<'n A' ■;n''e ■’T'unn' Hreat Ih’itain. the 
onlv rema’M-;' - i'-- i,j-' ii,d', ".'riOunce 

and frcL-dunn. > oe,': r ■ .ire-re^y ijiry 
that any thiue I iv.av Iipcc rah. a.oecd, 
ftiould be cend! K'.d ’..to a wilh ok incul- 
cating; feiuii'non^s of a i. leomvor i.’.dSoLid- 
ing nature ; Co far Inan it, 1 ice) the 
fulleft convidioii in niy own mind; that 
Aiould fuch an event take [)lacc, the ex- 
pedition would end in dilgracc and defeat 
oil the part of the enemy, but Hill tlie 
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inifery, devalhitioii, and diforder, that if 
would ncccllarily occalion, are heartily to be 
deprecated, and leduloufly guarded againO:. 
It has been laid by a writer of lunie cele- 
brity, in a recent publicatirni, that ihc 
calamitous occurrence of the invafion of 
this country, muft fooncr or later take 
place, Ihould the enemy become uncon- 
trouled maOer of tbc Continent, by the 
conqueO of Spain. Admitting this to be 
a fa6l:, we mud: confequently fix our ear- 
ned: attention on the occurrences of that 
country, and however alarming or unpro- 
mifing may be the prclcnt afj)e(l:'t of its 
affairs, the ffronger inducement has the 
Englidi nation to increafe its exertions 
towards fccuring the independence foi' 
which it Ifrugglcs. 

The advantage of fighting the commoA 
enemy on any other ground than our own, 
is too obvious to require pointing out, 



and therefore, althouirh honour and the 
fatisfac'dion dciivcd from the conlcioiifnefs 
of bcinc; ein/acjed in the sflorlous cllort of 
refcuing jurticc and innocence from the 
ferocious fangs of villainy and o])preJiiou, 
Ihould he put out of the quefoon, the im- 
pcrioii ; duty of lelf-prcicrvation demands 
a puntdual and fcrupulous adherence to 
the engagements which have been on- 
tered into with t!ie Patriots of Spain. 

In truth, the fate of England appears to 
be in a great mealiire implicated with tlait 
of Spain, and tlieicforc our alliftance 
Ihould he corrcr[H>iKlent with the convic- 
tion. Cloth.es, arms, and money, mull 
be plentifully tupplicd to them, and no- 
thing withheld which can ui any degree 
encourage tlielr hopes, or excite their per- 
feverance, under the arduous difficulties 
with which thev have to contend. ”^1 o 
the fiipport of the Kritiffi Government 



aloiic can the patriotic inhabitants of Spain 
look v/ith cojifiucijcc for the ultimate fuc- 
ccis of die cauie for which they are 
fiditins; ; and notwithihip.diue: u e checks 
and difafters they have recently (iiftaincd, 
there is little realon to doul)t of their 
perfcvcnuicc Ihould tiial not be ^vitllhcld ; 
for their real character is, they are faithful 
to their eii”;ageuicuts, conlfant in their 
pui liiits, and [lolfeliing a fenfe of honour 
hordeiiiig on romantic. 

'j'lic retreat of the Britifli army, the 
lolfc? it unruoidably fuftaincil, and the 
fiibfcqiieiit embarkation at Corunna, 
wihclr have been more particularly the 
fubjei^fs of this letter, have been confi- 
dered by fome people who arc accuflomed 
to dwell on the gloomy tide of the prof- 
pCift, as decifive and convincing proofs of 
the inutility of endeavouring to render far- 
ther affiftance to the Spaniards, by lending 
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troops to that country; but fo far from 
this, 1 truft the ol)fcrvations already made 

f 

oti the reiitimcnts and difpolitioii of the 
jnaiority of the Spa/iifli nation, will efta- 
blid) the contrarv fa 61 :.* 


*10 orHerto lonn a correct idea ot I lie it ina} not bo 

t^\\\hi lo j»Uile not only the clistaures, amt the names of llic 
la^es aiul Ihe linlish army passed throu^Ii, but lo i;iYC 

d ccooplcte loiite from Madrid to ('onmna, yfe. 
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the army was engaged in Spain, mnrt: in- 
fpire the firmed coitviefion, that Great Jhi- 
tain }et poflefies the power of arrelling the 
career of Huonaparto bet'orc he arrives at 
the acme of his amlntioiis dchgiis ;’>r the 
complete lubjugaiioii of the Cooti'n nt of 
Euroj)e. I'lie hiial affioo in tiu; icigli- 
bouihtjod ot Corimua ecrtalnlv n\;iy be 
conlidered as the moll honourable dilplay 
of the intrepidity, valour, and dircij>liuc of 


Jjroiiolil fornard 

1 easivic 

Valdoiuar 
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the Eritifh troops ; and from the ine- 
quality of numbers with whom they were 
engaged, it may with the greateft pro- 
priety be clalfed with the vi6h)ii'"s obtained 
over the French in formci days on iheir 
own plains of Crcfly and Agincourt. 

x^fter fuch an example as this event has 
atforded to the world at large, and the 
imprcffivc leffon it has given to the Em- 
peror of the French in particular, furely 
no true Briton can recommend a relaxa- 
tion of the exertions on t!ie part of the 
Englith Government ; or, in confcquencc 
of the enemy’s fuperiority of numbers, 
feel defirous of adopting a cautious line of 
condudd, which will not only tarnith the 
laurels we have gained, but caft a mortal 
damp on the hopes, and deprels the ener- 
gies of our noble, brave, though unfortu- 
nate and ill-treated allies. 

In the different parts of a kingdom fo 



extcnfive as that of Spain, it is natural to 
ima<:;ine that a ditfercncc of political fcii- 
timcnt muil' prevail ; and it is an admitted 
tad that the inhabitants of tlie iK'rthcrn 
p(jrtion ol' tiu; jx'nintida tievor !. i\(‘ ln.on 
confulnvd as cai-'abl ■ o/' 1 x ;;i - made (uch 
good toldiers, or to be (op.ialb a.iapfed to 
the performance of military duties as their 
countrymen in the ibuth. 

'riie mod warlike and the moh <)opu 
lous provinces of Spain, are laid to be 
thole of Andalulia, Valencia, Catalonia, 
and Arragon, and therefore, it might per- 
haps be the moll judicious policy to fur- 
nifli them with more abundant lupplies 
of men, money, and warlike llores, than 
thofc of the north. In thefe provinces it 
is ftated they require only arnrs and am- 
munition to render the whole of their 
inhabitants (not incapacitated by age or 



iiilirmities) ioidicrs ; for 1 have been al- 
lured lV(;iT] imqucllioiiublc authority, that 
the Ipirit, or rather fury, which prevails 
againll the French aniongll c'.^-rv rank 
exceeds all deleription. It is thcrerorc 
preruiiial)Ie, it the people were properly 
led on, and their refources j)ropcrly di- 
refted and aiigniented by liiccoiirs from 
England, that they would be finally ena- 
bled luccelsfully to rcfid: their invaders. 

The advantages hitherto gained by the 
enemy over the Spaniards have in a great 
meal lire been occalioucd by the treachery 
of Ibmc of their leaders, and ferve to 
prove that they have not been beaten 
from adeliciency of courage, but betrayed 
rather than conqueicd. The linnnefs 
ai-.i patriotifm difplayed by the Supreme 
Junta of the kingdunn, though compelled 
to quit the capital, as declared in the pro- 
clamation they publilhcd on their arrival 



at Seville, affords a noble proof that there 
ftill exifts an energy and ardour in the 
bol'oms of the nicinbers of i’overnmcnt 

o 

\eorth\ of the cliarartcr the Spanifli na- 
tion lias lo long fuffained, for incor- 
luptible and heroic loyalty to its fovc' 
rcio-ns.'^' 


' ‘‘ h lli(* forhino*. of war N:i> tln^ Jiiiif;)) hiivo 
to (jint llu' ol llj<‘ Imh:ooHi, uhI sf';‘K ?t ponil )n/Oi 
wln‘ii('(*, aclinlfil by a ol .>*hu>h.MK \v(‘ )iu.\ soivt* Ilio 

inonnichy. ;!Ih] lu’yv l»» t'u’ »’oi!inTti jf, 

Tor tho silvaliou oT tin* roun/iy, .iiid lO i lr> aiNv.rr Hit; 
( uiifidoiuv of lli(' Spanish n.>ho::--(o ^ o.il ihtMtt . ' ; of fliosc 
proyiiiros wlorh liayt' siig/i .in.i to onfi.ii .boj p, r,;r* nrtts- 
slly of relirin:; lo a piaro -f ^v. .is I lie only ii i .win of pr(‘- 
srry iMiij union, a^oidiiiij; anarrliy, and pfrlrrtiii;^ lin. ^roal wmW 
of liboiiy, wr Ji:no eiuioavoiirod lo avoid llir j)iow aiiiTod 
against ns hy tin- |)rofound Mibtilty o( liso tyrant : if oiti < n- 
doavoiiFb are invcssanl in rslablisliiiitj (lio basis of suborilma- 
lion, and the unity of Iho (loyeinnnaU; if not sticknij^ tiicir 
o\yu interest or i;lory, (ben, as the j^ewerous people of Spam 
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Were it po/]il)lc for eighty or one hini- 
drccl thoutand Britifh troops to he tent into 
tliar part of the pcniiifula wherein the 
fpirit of patriotifm is of the liighcft and 
mofl decided charadcr, under the com- 
mand of generals potrefled of equal abi- 
lities, fpirit, and pcrfeverancc, fo emi- 
nentlv difUnc^uilhinc; the late lamented 

^ O O 


have s^voru not lu survive their liberties, but tVecly to follow 
llic impulse of i^overnniciil, the Supicnie Junta ^vill iic\er 
value their own evisltiice any lonj;er llum it can be useful to 
the nation, wiucb lias made it flic depository of their sove- 
reignly. The Supreme Junia lia\e sworn that they will perish 
rather lliaa abandon or leave their /luties iinaceompli.slied, if 
the fate of our arms should be adverse : if Providence lias re- 
sol^ed in its inscrutable decrees to e.xlerminale I he Spanish na- 
tion, slill let the iiihabilanU of Seville, and llie rest of their 
countrymen preserve tlieir tiaiUjuillily ; let tliciu be assured 
that tlieir reprcseiilativcs, while there remains a foot of ground 
yielding obedience to our lord and king, to the Jaws of our 
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hero of Corunfia,''^ or the conqueror of the 
newly-diguilicd Diu ,i Abrnnfc^, the fuc- 
cefs of the Clinic in which it*? lo\al inha- 


ikonnlrv, ;nwl l<> IliP L'olv of oiir uoi '>1 

IIS will evt'i I»ow it) Ilip ycihp ol llip <!< sptvf 
* \otwiNisfanfIin!:^ ilic ofru ial {Ijspnldi ol'llx' 
who succoc‘ii<‘(l to llio (oninniu! of ihv army ai >'*']. im luliith 
lias JiisMy Ixxai tawisidorod a masln - jupcp of 'nilitai^ ar- 
ran^omml am! ppi>.pi('iiil v ). m (oiiseoiirnn^ of Ilio dpath of 
Sir John Mooro, and the wound of i)a\id Ihird, has so 
lon;^’ been before the public, il is prcMimtal the intiodudion of 
au extract therefrom in tli'is pfue will not he consider'd iniper- 
iinent. Indeed, d is nnpossihle Id dwell too lon:^’ on a siihjecl 
uo intercslin^, or to repeat too often a pubhealion which re- 
tlccls equal honour on the head and heart of t/ie aiToinpiisiied 
friend and successor of the lamented General b} whom it is 
written : 

“ His fall (says General Hope) has dcprivtal mt'of a valuable 
friend, to whom lon«’ e\ptrience of liib worth bad sincerely at- 
tached me. But it is chiefly on public j;! omuls that I must 
lament the blow. 

“ It will be the conversation of e\cry one who loved or re- 

H 4 
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bitants arc engaged, would be rendered to 
a certainty lliccclstljl, and the national 


spnhid his manly rhnriflcr, ajf<T coruliu'lii)^^ Iho nniiy 
lliroiii^h an anhmiis rtln'.il willi < or.siiininalt' liniumss, lie has 
tenn malt'd a t'lm'r ot dishnnijishotl Imnonr, l)v a dnalh I hut 
has‘ t;i\t II I ho rnoin^ additional reason h* resiiort Hu* name uT u 
Brilish soldi(*r. lake llu* iimiioilal \\ oIt<\ he is siialched iVom 
]iis ooimfry at an tail} period of Ido spent in her serviei^ ; hko 
Wolfe, his Icisl niomt'ids wcic* f^ilded by the |)i'osp(Tl of sneeess’, 
and cneertil h) Ihe luelamalion of vulor\ ; hkc Wolfe, also, 
Ills inemor\ v/dl lor e\oi* it iuam saered in lh,'U eoimlry which 
ho sincerely loved, and whiili In* h.id so failhliill\ servtd,” 

Tlic (Jeneial Oiders to the Army issued h> Lieuteiuinl- 
o;cneral Hopt' an* or-nallv enlHled lo admit almn, as the Jorci^o- 
in^ (‘vtract horn his heher lo hnivul Haird; and as they 
record the pai liciilar meiitsoi llic OlFiiers and Anny diirini; 
the serviee on whuli they weie eniplojed in Spain, cannot, 
with propriely, he omiMed. 

r«BM<:ri \L ouniAis. 


Ills b.’ijn Audarjou'^, lanuarj la J800. 

'Jhc nreparahle loss that has hec'ii sustained by the tall ol 
llio ("ommuralcr of the Forces#, and the severe wound which 



121 


fame, reputation, and profperity, of this 
country, placed on a pinnacle of exalted 


has iTinovf'd >ir David liairi! IVom ills .slatuMi, render it the 
duly ()1 Tac jirn.inl-i^ciicial Dope to c'(>ii<;ralulale the Army 
upon the hiieccssfiil of lliei a( tioii ot the Kith. 

Oil no occasion lias Uie undaunted valour of Itrilish troops 
e>er been more inanltcs'. At Die termination of’ a severe and 
liarassini»‘ iunrr!i, reinh'retl neu'Ssiry hy the siipt riorily ofniirn- 
hei.s which Ihooiieiny had acqiuredt and nhiih had materially 
imjiaircd liie enicieiu) of the troops, many disjdvanl.i;;cs Mere 
to he encoiinleretl. 

These ha\<i all been surinoimled hy the troops themselves, 
and the enemy lias been taii^^bt, llidt wiialevcr advania^res of 
position or ormimbers be may (*mploy, there is inherrnt in the 
Ibitisb dicer and soldier, a bravery that knows not how lo 
yield, that no circunislances can appal, and that will insure 
vict<»ry when il is to be obtained by liie exertion of any human 
means. 

“ d’lie Lieulonanl -general has the greatest salisraclion in (lis- 
tin:!jui‘'liing such iiieritorioiis sen ices as come within bis obser- 
yation, or have been brought lo bis knowledge. 

His acknowkdgmenis arc in a manner particular due to 
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pre-eminence, unequalled in the annals of 
the world. 


Maj()r-;]f(‘neral Lord William ilentiiick and the l)ri<^ade under 
Ills coimnaiul, consislino' of the 4lh, Vid, and M)lh reyimeiits, 
and which snslaiiied the wci^hl of ' the allack. 

Miijor-^’cnrral Maiininghain, witli his hrigadc, consishnj^ 
of the Ko)als, fho 'Jiilh, and Slsl rcgimoiii, and Afajor-gcncral 
VVarde, with the hngadc ofdnards, will also Ix^ pleased to ac- 
cept his best thanks for their steady and gallant conduct during 
the action 

** To Major-general Pagel, who, hv a Jiidirloiis movement of 
(he reserve, elTcclually contributed to check the progi(‘ss of the 
enemy on the right, and to the iirst hattalions of the jJtl and 
y5th regiments, which were thereby engaged, the greatest 
praise is juslly due. ^ • 

“ That part of Major-gencraf Leith’s brigade which were en- 
gaged, consisting of the ij9th regiment, under the conduct of 
the Major-general, also claims marked approliaf ion. 

“ The enemy not having rendered the attack on the left a se- 
rious one, did not afford to the troops stationed in tlial quarter, 
the opportunity of displaying that gallantry which must have 
made him repent llic attempt. The picqiicts and advanced 



[t is ^I'catly to l»e lamented, that at the 
commcncctticiit, circiimlbm.'cs which no 


po'.N’, oj iIh^ iintlcr Miiior-ricncrnls IJjil arnl 

Leillu aiwl (‘olniH’l Callii) (’rdnl'oid, Ihi'insflvCiJ 

wUh (h'lcrfiiifU'tl rcsoliillun, .'uid u(‘rr ahly supporlctl Ijy llio 
< oi.iuiduJtii*'' Hr‘ und by (be Iruops of nliich 

are roiiipused. 

II is peculiarly iiiciimbeiit on the Lieuttnuiul-i^ciKTal lo no- 
hce lli(‘ vi;;(jioiJs iilLifk ni.uU; by (lie ballalu)ii u(* (he 1 Kit 
n‘-iineu(, (he couiinaml of (,icule!i:inl-ci)Ionel Nicholl, 

v^llicl^ diove (he cuciny out of Hie %llla;j:,e on the Icfl, of Avhicli 
he hail for a luomeal [losscwetl hiinjyclf. 

Th(‘ (‘MTlioiisof Lieiiieiianl-Colouel Murray, Quarfer-mas- 
lcr-i;eiieral, ami Uio other Oibcers of (he (ieiieral during; 
the action, ucie luireinitted, and desiave every degree of ap- 
piobalion. 

“ 'fho illness of Jlrigadier-gencral CliiUou, AdjutanL-gencial, 
unfortunately depuved the Army of the henelit of his services. 

“ 'flic LiculeuanUgcncral liupcs Ihe loss in point ot nuinhcrs, 
is not so eoiisidcrablo as luiglit have heen cApecled. ffe la- 
ments, however, the tall of Ihe gallant soldiers and valuable 
olHcers wlio luaesutlcrej. 
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human forclight could prevent, unfortu- 
nately placed the conduct of the affairs 


Ho knoT's ih:i( il is impossiblo, in any lan£^ua;;e ho< an iiso, 
H) enhaneo Iho rslooni, or diniuhsli (he Hint Hio aruiy 

fools in cominoii wilh Inin for ils late n>nimaii(lcr. Itis ca- 
reer has hoon iinroilmialoly loo limilod for his coiinliy, but 
has boon suflicioiil for his o\\n fame. IJoloval I)} (In^ AnnV: 
honoured h> his >o\oroyn, and rospocltal by liis (’ounlry, he 
has loiiiniiatod a life devoted to her service hy a i^lonoiis 
death, Ica^in^ his name as a memorial, an example, and an 
incilcmeiil to those ^y]K> shall follow him in the palh of lio 
noiir; and it is from his connlry alone, that Ins memory can 
receiw' the tribute winch is its due. 

The follow iniij ele«;ant tribute of the illustrious ('ommander* 
in-Cliief, to the memory of Sir John Moore, by bis (icneral 
Orders of the Isl of Februarj, is truly deserving of record. 

OKNERAL OJiDERH. 

“ The benefits derived to oiir army from the example of a 
distinguished ('onimander, do no., terminate at his death : his 
•virtues live in the recollection of Iris associates, and his fame 
remains the strongest incentive to great and glorious actions 



ot’ the Spaiiifli patriots, under the iiipt rln* 
lendcnce of the pcrlons pivvioully alluded 


Jii Ihii Wi'Wy lln' amitlsl Ilir tltvji 

an<l iiiiiveiVril the death of rieLilenant-i;t*noral 

Sir John Mooiv has otTa>i*)iKxK locals to lh(‘ lioojjs the mili- 
tary rareer oF lliat illustrious Ollioer Jor Djcir luslruction ant! 
tinilation. 

Sir John Moore*, (Voin Ins jonlh, oinbractal ILk* {)rot(‘ssioi> 
nitli the fceliii<j^ and sciiliuK'iiK of a soldier ; lie rdf, that a 
jicrfecl kiiowled^T, and an ('\acl yerlornuinrc ol I he humhie 
but, iinporlanl duties ol a Subaltern Oilieer, are Ihe best 
foundations lor siibsetjuenl mililtUy Ihmt* ; and his ardent 
iiiiiid, while It looketl torward to llio.e bnlhanl ;u’hie\enienls 
for wlilfh it was formed, applied ilM’If, witJi cncii^y and cvein- 
plarv :issiduit>, to the duties of tl’at dat'on. 

‘‘ In the school of re«mienfai di it v, In* oliLaiU! d that correct 
knowled;;e of liis piofe*^sion s»; essentiai to the proper Jirrciion 
of the j^allant sjiirit of liie soidiei ; anti he VvUl t iiabled to 
establish a rharartenstic order and r*":;ulai i!> of conduct, he* 
cause llie troops foinul in tlieir leader ii .strikiu;i' eAampIe of the 
discipline which he enforcinl on others, 

“ Jlavin^ lisen to coimuiud, he siijuali/ed his name ii** 
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to; men who were incompetent to dif- 
charge with propriety the arduous duties 
of military command, and to whofe inca- 
pacity were added the crimes Oi' corrup- 
tion and trcaion ; heinc: hiaffed, not hv a 
fcnlc ot honoui and patriothm, but by 
avarice, and their own eafe, falcty, and 
riches. Thefe delpicablc creatures of in- 
trigue and favour, however, have been 


the West Indies, in Holland, ,ind iii K^ypt. ’Hip iinrriniHiii«; 
attention with which he devoted him.sclflo the dnhes of encry 
branch of his profession, obtained him the confidence of Str 
Ralph Abercromhy, and he became the rompaniun in arms of 
that illustrious officer, who fell at the head of his viclorioiis 
troops, in an action which maintained onr national superiority 
over I he arms of France. 

“ Thii.s Sir John ^toorc at an early period obtained, with 
general ap{u‘obation, that conspicuous station, in which he 
gloriously terminated liis useful and liononrahle life. 

In a military character, obtained amidst the dangers ot 



unmalked, and cxpoled to the contempt 
and hatred of which they .ire fo richly 
deferv'mg from their injured countrymen ; 
and we may now with conlidcncc cxpc(5f 


( liniato, (he privations huidenl to service, and the sulleriu|ji 
ol' repealed wounds, it is diiTienll lo sejeet any one poinl as a 
preferable subject fur praise, it exbibifs, ]i(>\u'vcr, one feature 
*0 parliciilarly characteristic of Ibe man, and so iinporfanl to 
the best interests of the service, that llic Cominaiider-in-Chiel 
IS pleased to mark it with his peculiar approbation. 

“ Tlie life of Sir Julni Moore was sjient amon;; ilie Iroopf. 

“ Diirin;^ the season of repose, bis time \wis devoted lo the 
car(! and instruction of the OtMcer and soldier; in war, lie 
courted service in every quarter of the j^lobe. Itei^ardless. of 
personal considerations, he eslt'cined Ibat lo.uhicli biscounirj 
called him, the post of honour, and b) bis undaunted sjiirit. 
>and unconquerable perseverance, lie pointed the way lo 
victory. 

“ His country, the object of his latest solicitude, will roai 
a. uiomiin<‘iU to his lamented nieinory; and the Commander 
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that the difaflers or treachery of a *Cafl:a- 
nos or a f Morla will fooii be coiiiitcrba- 


iii-Chief feels lie is pa}iii^ Ihe best Iribitle lo bis lame by lliiis 
holdinjij bim 1‘ovlli as aa example to Hie armj. 

Ity order of his Rojal lliejmcss Ibe (.’ommaiuler-ia-C liioi, 

IIVKIIV CALVERT, Adj.-i^en 
“ Hofso Guards, Feb. 1, ISOU,’' 

* General O'Veil in bis dispalrli to Ibe bra\o Palafox, "jiving 
an account of ^vlial fell under bis oliservation at Ibe bailie of 
Tidcdiiy describes the loss <d’ it as al!ri]»iilal)lr lo the miM on- 
duct of Caslaiios, who nas Ibe ( onimamit‘r'm-( hief. — lie ^\as 
also accused of lreacber>, and (bat lie sold llie of Ibe 

day to iJouaparte. A tier praising Ibe eomluil f)\ the oilier 
officers, and (be different corps iiiidcT bis coniniand, (ieneial 
O’Neil concluded by observing, that bad lus Division been 
siipporled as he expected by the ceiilrc ol (lie aiiiiy, Ibe battle 
of Tulcda Avould have terminated most i^lonoudy for Spain, 

+ The treachery of Don Thomas Morla is too well known to 
require comment ; and bis conduct in (lie sur render of Madrid 
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lanced by the fuccefles and patriotifm of a 
’^Palafox and a Duke dc Ly’Int'antado. -j- 


ia the mannc.T lie iliil, w:ii most coulempliblc. At tlic moment; 
Iin Wris bur^amiii;; away his own honour, and as far as he ^vi\s 
capable, tlio j^lory of his country, he capitulated for the pre- 
scTVtitioa of Ihoir places to those who were in the situation of 
public functionaries ! 

'riiis fellow had the ronsiiiuiiiale impudence to address a 
Letter lo the inluihilants of Cadiz, in December last, exiiortinj 
them to suhmil to the Corsican Usurper, and another lo the 
f^uprenie Junta, in defence of his infamous proceedings, hofli 
of whicli were consigned to the degradation llicy deservetU 

* lljc c\traordiuary abilities and bravery of (lencral PahiT 
fo\ arc of the most dislingnished kind, and the exertions li« 
has made for the defence of J^aragossa, justly entitles him to 
tlic appellation of an hero. From 4i),OGO to 30,000 rrcnch, 
under the command of Genefat Monccy recently sat down hv?- 
fore it; and Palafox, by a flag of truce, was olicred ^ery 
advantageous terms of capitulation if he would surrender, he 
returned for answer, “ iVcvcr can I capitulate or surrender; 
.talk of that when I am dead.” Being farther told that all 
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There are doubtlels alio many other noble 
Spaniards in pofleffioii of equal enthufiafm 


J^)aiii was ia Ihe power of iJie French, and lhal he could hart 
no hope of e^jlnlilishiui; a conmiuniration wilh aiij oilier conn- 
try, he rejdied, “ My coniiiHiniitillons jire open wilh every par! 
of Spain, ami with file whole world ! ami if they were cut ofT, 
twy 1) lyonel^ would aejain ri\«iloi*e Ihem.’’ lie added, Ihiit he 
was not ill a siluafion to apply for a cajiiluhilion; lor,’^ said 
lie, “ if I had only a hflli pari of lie’ aeldicrs Ihnf I arJually 
Jiave, Islioiild slill vanquish )oii, as the plains of Arr;u;on, co- 
'* \eitd Yiifli your bodies, can lodify ; and 1m Ir.;;; now af Ihe head 
of a miuurons anti insiiieihle army, 1 will endeavour lo cllVct 
your lofal oxfenainafion. 

t The Duke de J/lnfanliuIo is an illusliions cvamplo of un- 
j.h:ikeii hnallv ru.d aftarhmonl to his soverei:;i), having, as well 
as (he wise and dignified Don iVdro do (levallos^ resisted every 
aUenipl of the wsiirptT al Bayonne to induce him to lake part 
in his designs of placing his hrolher Joseph Napoleon cm Die 
throne of iVrdinand Die ^cvcnlh. The Duke is said to he about 
So years of ago. lie commands a numerous division of Die 
iY'utrc td' Die pafriytic artny. 




and ardour which diftinguilh thclc grc it 
and good men, anxioufly awaiting a fa- 
vourable opjiortiinity of exerting them- 
fclves in the caul : of their country. 

The arrival in this country of lo dif- 
tiiia^uilhed a chaiai^lcr as Don PeJro Cc~ 
vallos^ no Icfs eminent as a ftatefman, 
than amiable for hisunlhakcn and incor- 
ruptible loyalty and fidelity to his unfortu- 
nate legitimate Ibvcreign, inipircs the 
mod: fanguinc hopes that his. Britannic 
Majefty’s (Government is ///// determined 
not to relax its efforts towards affording 
effectual afiilfance to tlic patriotic inha- 
bitants of Spain, in the noble and glo- 
rious talk of defendimj; the ri'i-Iits of 
their beloved monarch, and afferting their 
liberty and independence againd the 
iifurpations of a ferocious and inflitiiblc 
individual, who, by the Supreme Jun'.a 



of the kingdom, has been appropriately 
ftigmatizcd as “ the enemy of God and 
man'' *' 

I have infenfibly enlarged this letter far 
beyond the limits originally intended ; 
and I feel that 1 may (perhaps) have been 
guilty of too great prefumption, in having 
taken the liberty to obtrude my humble 
fentiments on the public through the me- 
dium of an addrefs to one of his Majefty’s 
Secretaries of State, — On this point, I 
have only to offer as an apology, the 
affurance that 1 have been influenced 


His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos is Knight of the Grand 
Cross of the Koyal and dislinguished Order of Charles the 
Third, Lord of the Pcdrhaiiiher, Privy Counsellor and princi- 
pal Secretary of State, and Ainhassador Extraordinary from 
the Government of Spain to his Majesty the King of (ircal 
^iritaiin 
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ulonc by a good intention, and the real 
and fmcere intereft I feel in behalf of the 
caufc in which the people of Spain are 
engaged a;^ainft a tyrant, who may with 
propriety be termed the fcourge of the 
univerlc. 

I have the honour to be, 

With great refpeft. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient 
humble Servant, 

HENRY MILBURNE. 

London, 

March i, 1809. 


f/iated ly W. Ltwis, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The contents of the following pages 
(never intended for the public eye) were 
hastily noted down amidst the scenes at- 
tempted to be delineated ; and the author’s 
sufferings from a wound have precluded 
him the possibility of afterwards correcting 
them. 

This candid statement will, it is hoped, 
plead for inaccuracies and frivolous inci- 
dents ; and those persons who are most able 
to criticise will no doubt have the liberality 
to consider the disadvantages under which this 
narrative mak^s its appearance. 

The intervening dates omitted 
throughout the Journal are those only on 
which there occurred neither change of 
place nor circumstances. 
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81 12, for Astrello read Estrella, 

83 15^ for hut read and. 
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1808. November 19. — Left town to join 
niy regiment, which was on the march for 
Falmouth, and ordered to halt at Exeter 
and adjacent places. On the 21st arrived 
at Tiverton, the station of my squadron ; 
where it remained till the 29th, when, 
agreeably to a route received the preceding 
evening, ve marched as follows:— The 
above day to Crediton ; 30th, to Oakhamp- 
ton ; December the 1st, to Launceston ; 2d, 
to Bodmin ; 3d, to Truro ; and on the 4th 
arrived at Falmouth, and immediately com- 
menced embarkation from the quay. We 
were soon on board, and sailed out to the 
middle of the harbour, to remain at anchor 
till further orders. The transport (a d-dc~ 
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vant collier * ) in which it was my lot to be 
stowed, was about the dirtiest in the fleet, 
Irom the slovenly and drunken habits of' her 
master, who, to do him justice, I think ap- 
])roached nearer to the ursine breed than 
any of his floating fraternity. \Vith this 
edifying messmate I remained till the lotli; 
wdien, at seven A. M., a signal for sailing 
was hoisted ; and at twelve the v hole fleet 
got under weigh with a fair wind. After 
clearing land, the Commodore made signal 
that the empty ships attached to our convoy 
were bound for Vigo, and we for the Tagus. 
This was the first oflicial intelligence we re- 
ceived of our destination. 

17th. —Entered the Bay of Biscay, going 
at the rate of nine knots an hour. 

19th. — Towards five P. m. we had to 
weather a very severe gale, accompanied 
with showers of hail, which dro^ e us vio- 
lently, and considerably damaged our rig- 
ging. Towards dusk it rather abated. From 

* She was then scarcely sea-w'orthy ; very soon after sprung 
a leak^ and was discharged the service as unsafe. 
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the darkness and repeated squalls, during 
the night we lost our convoy. We, how- 
ever, regained it early in the morning. 

20th. — About four p. m. made the Bur- 
lings (a cluster of small islands about forty 
miles from the Rock of Lisbon), when sig- 
nal was made for lying-lo. We tliere con- 
tinued heating about till next morning. It 
blew very hard, attended with an extremely 
high sea, vhich made the ship labour so 
much that it was im[)Ossible to stand, or 
even lie in our births without danger ol’ get- 
ting our heads broke. We were rolled from 
side to side with the greati'st violence, and 
without a moment’s intermission. 7’his, to- 
gether with the continual creaking oftiie 
ship, the stifled state we were in by ha\ing 
our dead-lights up and being without air, 
added to the effluvia and suflbeation of a 
smoking chimney, kept us the whole night 
in the very esse?ice of misery. 

2 1st.— At six A. M. we got under sail, and 
at twelve came in full view of the Rock of 
Lisbon. The villages interspersed on tlie 

B 2 
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sides of this grand promontory, with the 
serrated summits of the rocks, many of 
which were crowned with churches and 
towers, form a novel and truly inteiesting 
scene. About two we entered the Tagus,, 
with a steady breeze ; and having passed 
the Fort and Castle of St. Julian, the City 
of Lisbon opened to our view in all its splen- 
dotir. The <lay being remarkably fine 
heightened the beauties of the scene, while 
the British fleet in the fore-ground gave a 
finish to the }ucture. At five came to an- 
chor about half a mile from the town, \^ here 
we waited for orders. 

24th. — At half past four in the afternoon 
we began to disembark, and it was dusk 
before we marched off. We proceeded to 
Belem, a suburb of Lisbon four miles from 
the Quay. 

When we arrived there it was quite 
dark. TJie confusion and scramble that 
ensued in the streets for forage and provi- 
sion, where neither English nor Portuguese 
could understand each other, may be easily 
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conceived. The men went to the barracks 
at this place, and the officers were served 
^vith billets on private houses ; but some 
diiys elapsed before we could find out the 
J)o}is 'hn whom our company was to be in- 
jlicteiL In the interim, we were forced to 
lay down where we could, many officers 
taking up their quarters under their horses. 

This being Christmas eve, I went at mid- 
night to visit the convent of St Jeronimo. 
Although no advocate for the pomp and 
ostentation of popish ceremonials, the ser- 
vice Aras performed with so much solem- 
nity that it was impossible entirely to with- 
hold admiration. The organ was peculiarly 
fine, and in very good hands : the friar 
who played it evinced the greatest skill in 
his performance of the anthems. The ar- 
chitecture of the convent is considered a 
master-piece of the kind ; but being night, 
my view was confined to the interior deco- 
rations. 


28th. —Went to the play at Lisbon. The 
theatre is in every respect inferior to those 
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of our own metropolis. The entertainments 
of the evening consisted of a comedy, which 
was performed witli a great deal of low buf- 
foonery, followed by a ballet. The dancers, 
both male and female, displayed great 
agility and strength of muscle ; but of the 
mata ials required to captivate they were cer- 
tainly not in possession; gracefulness was 
here very deficient, 'fhe scenery was 
wretched in the extreme. The most I can 
say in favour of the performance must be 
bestowed on the orchestra ; as the lew mu- 
sicians who composed it played with more 
attention and expression than our London 
fidlers, who em[)hatically call themselves 
professors of music. 

29 th.— Rode to the grand Aqueduct, 
which, with the scenery around, and the 
extensive prospect it commands, afforded 
ample gratification for the bad roads and 
stony hills I had to ascend. The oranges 
and lemons hung so conveniently, that I 
had only to pluck them when thirsty, with- 
out the trouble of dismounting. 
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50th. — ^The army received instructions to 
march ; and our first division was ordered to 
advance the succeeding moniiug, on its way 
to the frontiers ; but this was counter- 
manded before night. 

31st. — Went to the Italian opera at St. 
Carlos, which is considered the most fa- 
shionable entertainment in Lisbon. The 
house is good, but in point of decoration is 
inferior to ours. Tlie on^hestra depart- 
ment, consisting of about forty musicians, 
was most ably conducted ; but the singing 
n as fiir short of what 1 had been led to ex- 
pect. The vocal performers disiilayed no 
execution, and, with the exception of two 
or three leading characters, were eipially 
deficient in taste and expression. The dis- 
ciples of Terpsichore, so far as nature was 
concerned, were extremely awkward ; and 
though 1 allow their dancing to be very 
good, yet their thick ancles and robust 
limbs rather excited laughter than admira- 
tion. But their chef -d' oeuvre compensated for 
all defects : I mean, their style of action in 
the ballett which was graceful and expressive. 
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1809. Januan/ 2d. — ^This morning I de- 
voted to the inspection of Belem palace, 
formerly one of the most splendid royal re- 
sidences in Europe. It has been sadly al- 
tered within a few months : the French 
have not only stripped it of every picture 
and ornament at all portable, but mutilated 
the very xvalls, in their ra})acious etforts to 
rob them of all that was valuable. Only 
two inferior rooms, and a small chapel, re- 
main in any tolerable repair. A variety of 
j)ackages lay scattered about the hall, which 
JuNOT, ill his hurry, had not time to dis- 
patch : they chiefly contained jirecious mar- 
bles, and scu][)ture of most excellent work- 
manship. 'Ihe G'ardeiis, which are magni- 
ficent, and ornamented by masterly pieces 
of statuar} , could formerly boast of one of 
the finest aviaries. The building indeed re- 
mains, but its motley-feathered tenantry 
(collected from every quarter of the globe) 
are nearly extirpated. The greatest havock 
was made among them by a puppy named 
Beauharnois (of course one of the Napo- 
leon dynasty), who resided here some time, 
and cjuring his stay had the aviary put in re-' 
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quisition, not to gratify his eye or his ear, but 
his gluttonous appetite: his favourite relish 
was a canary, and he was every morning, 
for his breakfast, served with about a dozen 
of these unfortunate finches. It appeared, 
however, he had a /c//ot£^yaV/??^^ for birds of 
prey, as the vultures, and the whole of the 
liilcon tribe, have continued unmolested. 
There are also remaining' some wild beasts, 
which the French seem to have treated with 
C(jual respect. 

9th. — Having procured an interpreter, I, 
with a party, crossed the Tagus. We land- 
ed in Port Brandon, opposite Belem Castle. 
Nearly tour miles up the road, there is a 
tract of wood, about eight leagues in cir- 
cumference, called the King’s Forest. We 
had made this excursion for a day’s sport 
with the Portuguese game, hearing that 
the forest abounded with red-legged par- 
tridges and woodcocks, and knowing that it 
formerly was one of the Prince Regent’s fa- 
vourite beats when he went for a grande 
chasse. We, however, found nothing the 
whole day but a few rabbits, and returned 
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without getting a shot. In the course of 
our walk, we passed several plants which 
httti been grublxjd up, and discoveied many 
})laces where w'ild boars had lately been. 
Notwithstanding our game-bags weie emj)- 
, ty, we returned pleased with the excursion, 
as the scenery made amends for our had 
sport. 

This wood is entirely composed of ever- 
greens and short aromatic shrubs. The 
ground being hilly, you somclimos, by get- 
ting on an eminence, see over miles of the 
forest; but your extensive pi’ospect, being 
over a continued region of (irs, is one dark 
green, gradually fading, from distance, to a 
dim blue. 

10th. — Visited the museum at Belem, 
which contains an extensive collection in 
natural history. It was principally founded 
by th6 Prince Regent, and has attached to 
it an excellent botanic garden. I’his mu- 
seum is divided into two large apartments : 
the first contains a valuable collection of 
minerals, in Avhich the finest specimens of 
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all the Brasilian and other precious stonesf 
are to be found, as well as a great variety 
of fossils. This leads to the second, which 
is tiiK’d with beasts, birds, insects, and 
tishes, in high preservation, witli a beautifi.il 
collection of shells 

11th. — Our regiment received orders to 
reimbarlv; and, on the evening of the 12tb, 
marched fin’ that purpose to Lisbon; where, 
in conseipience of being unable to get the 
detachment on board, we lay at picquet all 
night in a stable. 

13th.— At seven in the morning we com- 
menced embarkation; and it was above 
two hours before we were on board, as the 
vessel lay far off in the harbour, and our 
horses Avere conveyed to her in boats. 

14th.— The instructions were recalled, 
and the Nautilus sent off with dispatches : 

■* Soon after, all these things were packed up, to be sent 
to the Brazils; it being thought that the British were about 
to evacuate the country. 



we therefore remained at anchor without 
a commodore, and totallj'^ ignorant of our 
destination. 

24 th.— Returned on shore, and went with 
a large party on an excursion to the Rock 
of Lisbon, which is about four leagues be- 
yond Belem. After being driven in a ca- 
leche lor near live hours, at the rate of 
Russell’s Exeter Fly, we reached the town 
of Cintra. — I must not fojget to revert to 
the neat a[)pearance of the roads we had 
passed ; which, with the excej)tion of places 
out of repair, were regularly paved like a 
street; fenced on both sides with hedges of 
the most beautiful geraniums ; and sur- 
rounded, in every direction, by what in 
England would be considered the choicest 
exotics.— They are in unison Avith the para- 
dise to Avhich they lead ! 

To describe the environs of Cintra would 
be a task for which I have unfortunately 
neither time nor abilities. The Rock itself 
would claim a volume, on the variety of its 
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ancient monuments ; and the views around 
require the pencil of a first-rate artist. 

Having taken some refreshment, and 
hired asses, we proceeded to the Rock. The 
stnicture of the convent of Pina, and the 
Moorish castle upon the very pinnacle of 
this stupendous height, add to its scenery 
the most terrilic grandeur ; and the ser- 
rated summits, shooting up like crystals, arc 
about two thousand four hundred feet, 
nearly perpendicular, from the sea. The 
ponderous cliffs stand one upon another 
with the appearance of every moment fall- 
ing ; and their broken masses threaten de- 
struction to the traveller. An ancient 
Moorish castle, constructed on this rock, 
has the same awful look ; and is so built, 
that the walls and towers are carried from 
one of these massive stones, sixty yards in 
girth, to another. Having surveyed these, 
we sallied forth on our Jerusalem poneys to 
ascend the Passes, and to arrive at the con- 
vent and castle.— The safety and agility 
with which the donkeys climb up the hills 



14 

and scramble through the stones is scarcely 
to be credited. 

Having performed our tedious and fa- 
tiguing ascent, we reached the convent of 
Pina, through which we were conducted 
by an old friar, whose venerable look gave 
the cloisters additional solemnity. Ihis 
place is remarkable for its })lainness ; and 
the occupiers, unlike most of their monastic 
brethren, seem to have no earthly treasure 
to boast of. We saw no one but our guide, 
although, in the refectory, there were co- 
vers laid for fourteen. 

I’he Moorish castle next attracted our 
attention. Its situation is equally romantic 
with that of the convent. 'I'he structure is 
rude ; but in some of the towers we could 
plainly discern the remains of })aintings on 
the stones. There are still, in tolerable 
preservation, a multiplicity of ancient mo- 
numents, and many with inscriptions in 
Moorish characters. We had scajcely 
Imuhed our inspection, when a very thick 
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fog came on : indeed we had been some 
time in the clouds when first we reached 
Pina, as a mist enveloped us before wc had 
half way ascended the height. We de- 
scended by the same pass, and soon reach- 
ed a elear atmosphere. A grand s(*ene then 
preserved itself in difierent features, the fog 
having obscured the greater part of its ma- 
jestic eminences. Our view was therefore cir- 
cumscrifjed by orange, lemon, and other fruit- 
trees, with which its bases were encircled. 
Ever-greens of all kinds are seen intersect- 
ing the rocks, and shooting from the fissures 
to their very summits. Aromatic exliala- 
tions from various shrubs, and the foliage 
of innumerable vines, are everywhere pre- 
sented, and exhibit a vegetation peculiar to 
this luxuriant garden of nature. 

Plaving thus agreeably passed our time 
till late in the evening, we returned to the 
inn, where an excellent dinner had been 
waiting our arrival. Every thing was 
served up in the British style; as Madam 
Cavigioli, our landlady, although married 
to an Italian, was an Irish woman. The 
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landlord and his brother attended us during 
dinner, and afterwards amused us cheerful- 
ly with vocal and instrumental music. We 
then returned to our beds, which were the 
more agreeable from being in the English 
fashion. 


25th. — Waking early in the morning, 
the prospect from the window even ex- 
ceeded my expectations ; the town of Cin- 
tra under our hotel, and the verdure of the 
plains fading to an air tint, was one of the 
richest scenes. The clouds gradually un- 
capping the distant heights, and leaving 
their purple heads, contrasted with the 
opening dawn, contributed to the scene 
more than sublunary beauties. Our party 
soon sallied forth with their sketch-books, 
and made the most of this fine opportunity 
to collect some landscapes. We passed 
orchards where the boughs v'erc breaking 
down with finiit, and the lemons dropping 
into the rivulets that flanked the road : we 
entered one grove, which, in many places, 
was ancle deep with the fruit . that lay 
mouldering in the path. 
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Having been busily employed for seve- 
ral hours, we were compelled to leave this 
place without thoroughly exploring its beau- 
ties. The hour we had to spare was dedi- 
cated to the palace of the Prince Regent, 
latterly the country residence of Junot, and 
the house where the Convention of Cintra 
was signed. The building is modem, and 
one of the best constructed in Portugal. 
From the front you look through groves 
upon the rocks, and the sight is rather con- 
tracted ; but the back part brings you to a 
sudden descent, and stands so high above 
every thing in that direction, as to afford one 
of the most extensive prospects in the coun- 
try : the sea appears to the left, and the 
convent of Maffra far in the back ground 
to the’ right. 

Finding that we had been tempted to 
trespass on our time, we hastened to the 
inn ; ordered the vehicles and mules ; and 
reluctantly returned to our floating dun- 
geons. 

25th. — The horses having become sickly 
X c 
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Irom being so long stowed on shipboard, 
we were ordered to disembark, and take 
up our former quarters, till further instruc- 
tions were sent to the Commander in 
Chief ; and on the 28th the regiment was 
all landed. 

Fcbruaiy 28tli. — Orders were issued for 
the army to hold itself in readiness to 
march ; — the heavy baggage to be sent on 
board the store-ships ; — and every prepara- 
tion to be made for advancing towards the 
Irouticrs. 

J/arc/i 3d.— Two squadrons of dragoons 
were ordered to march on the advance; 
but in the evening a countermand arrived. 

4th. — ^l"he order of the 3d was renewed ; 
— and on the 5tli, Uie first and iburth squa- 
drons proceeded to Loaires. 

, The two squadrons of the regiment be- 
ing divided into four, each troop branched 
off in a different direction, leaving Loaires 
for the second and third squadrons, which 



marched in on the 6th, and formed the 
head-quarter division. I went to Bucellas, 
about a league and a half in front. This 
was the advanced post, occupied by about 
eighty dragfoons and a half-brigade of Ger- 
man artillery. On our entering this village, 
we found that the Serjeant who had been 
sent on for billets had never arrived ; and in 
consequence a regular scramble took place. 
To complete our difficulties, not a soul in 
the place could speak any language but his 
own, in which we were altogether deficient 
However, by making signs, with the 
ance of a little main forces we put up the men 
and horses. We had then to look out 
ourselves, and got into some empty houses 
without windows; and having had no break- 
fast, commenced an attack on the produce 
of the village, which consisted only of 
musty eggs, ill-cured bacon, and bad cheese. 

- These we washed down with some liquor 
called wine, which us vinegar was certainly 
good. However, when the natives found 
that ive most rntfashional^ly paid for things^ they 
ftfoduced some real Bucellas, which, a»a 
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summer wine, was excellent. We drank it 
at two vintins (about three-pence) per 
quart. 

Having noted our arrival, 1 must revert 
to our two days’ march. 

On entering Loaires, we were well re- 
ceived, and tolerably provided for. The 
above place stands in a flat, and is consi- 
dered, unhealthy : its appearance and situa- 
tion, however, are pretty ; and its soil pro- 
duces the finest oranges. Being within two 
leagues of Lisbon, it is (unlike most of the 
Portuguese villages) supplied with the ne- 
cessaries of life, and contains several shops, 
with a good caza de coma- (or eating-house) 
^ which, by the way, was not discovered 
till we )iad made every preparation for cook- 
ing our own dinners. 

On leaving Loaires half a league, we 
came to a neat village, called St. Antonio 
de Tojal, where a great part of the houses 
surround a large green. This leads to the 
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convent and gardens, for which this place 
is celebrated. 

On departing from Tojal, you ascend 
from the valley, and leave a village to the 
right, passing between two immense chains 
of hills. Within a mile of Bucellas, the 
one on the left bears away for Cabe^a de 
Monta Chique; and the other continues 
farther, and takes nearly an opposite direc- 
tion ; both commanding the low countries, 
and forming a very strong position. The 
hills on the right are divided from the pass 
by a deep ravine, which in the rainy season 
is so increased, that the water is forced in 
torrents against its rugged sides, and forms a 
sort of cascade for several miles. 

7th. — A party of us went out with guns, „ 
accompanied by a priest, who, as far as we 
could understand him, promised to shew us 
plenty of game. We saw nothing all day 
but one hare *, and returned quite fatigued, 

* The hares of Portugal are about the size of ours ,% their " 
fur is much longer^ and in some parts darker : they have a 
,grcat deal of white in the fore-quarters. ^ 
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inviting his Reverence to dinner ; who so 
readily agreed to attack our mutton, that I 
suspect he made the shooting party only with 
that intention. 

11th. — We made a second attempt; and 
hired a bandy-legged fellow, who was con- 
sidered the Nimrod of the place, and kept 
two hounds. These animals were broken-in 
to draw on birds ; and though they never 
came to a dead point, they gave the shooter 
plenty of time to get up. We, however, 
had our usual bad sport. Though we found 
about twelve brace of partridges, the wea- 
ther was so stormy, they were the whole 
day on the run, and, in sjpite of every ma- 
noeuvre, we could not even get a snap-shot. 
— Our c/mse ended in the destruction of a 
Portuguese owl, which flew from under a 
heap of stones. This bird was scarcely big- 
ger than a fieldfare ; its eyes were immensely 
large, and of a fine bright yellow : in plu- 
mage it nearly resembled our common 
brown owl. It ran nearly as fast as a par- 
tridge, and flew like a woodpecker. 
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In the evening we went out with casting 
nets, but all the stream appeared to contain 
was a few small fish, like bleak. 

April 3d. — The out-posts being relieved, 
our division marched into Loaires. 

6tb. — ^The army received orders to com- 
mence its march towards Oporto, which 
was then occupied by the enemy’s troops 
under Marshal Soult. 

7th. — Rode over to Lisbon, to equip my- 
self for campaigning. Hurried as I was, I 
had resolved not to take my leave of this 
place without having seen its greatest curio- 
sity. I allude to the inner chapel of St. 
Roque’s church, of which I regretted not 
having time to make a regular inspection. 
The richness of it is a true emblem of Ro- 
man Catholic pomp. The pillars, from top 
to bottom of the chapel, are of lapis lazuli 
and amethyst, set, apparently, in fine gold. 
One of the altars is composed of amethyst, 
alabaster, and coral, combined with the 
most valuable minerals that an unlimited 
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expence through the world could procure. 
There is another, worked in a mass of sil- 
ver, and carved to represent angels, &c. 
which the guide informed me cost seven 
thousand pounds. The candlesticks belong- 
ing to it arc said to be of double that value. 
— ^This temple, instead of common stone, is 
paved with the choicest mosaic; and three 
large Scripture pieces, which struck me as 
most valuable and masterly paintings, on my 
having a ladder brought, and inspecting 
them, proved to be entirely composed oi' 
the mosaic work. 

It may perhaps be unnecessary to add, 
that Mr. Junot had had these packed up, 
for the ^rand receptacle of all plmidcr. His 
interception here must have occasioned ex- 
treme disappointment, as the collections for 
this church are said to have cost three mil- 
lions of crusades, 

9th. — The regiment commenced its 
march, and the head-quarter division ad- 
vanced to Sobral. When the troops entered 
this place, the confusion exceeded every 
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thing we had before experienced. The 
town, which was scarcely large enough to 
put up half a regiment, was ci-ammed with 
six thousand infantry, in addition, to the 
staff, and our own two squadrons. I’he 
cavalry officei’s were left adrift, to lie down 
how they could. — A large party of us walked 
into a house, where we immediately began 
foraging ; and at last made up so comfort- 
a picnic, that we invited three friends to 
dinner. W e had scarcely sat down, when 
we were invaded by one hundred and fifty 
soldiers, who were quartered on the same 
house. They were all packed into one room 
over our heads, and we were in momentary 
expectation ofhaving them through the ceil- 
ing. We were, however, soon relieved 
from our post of danger, by getting turned 
out of the billet. Every one then walked off, 
with his victuals in one hand and saddle- 
bags in the other, in search of a floor where 
he could lie down in peace. I separated 
from my companions, and got into the ho- 
vel of a poor man; the whole of whose 
mansion consisted of two bad rooms, a lit- 
tle kitchen, and a pig-stye, joined together 
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under so thin a roof that day-light appeared 
through in several places. 

The troops were directed to remain in 
Sobral till further orders, and with a fair 
prospect of short commons, as very soon after 
their first arri'. al not a hit of bread was to 
be bought 

11th. — A detachment of our regiment 
"was ordered out to a hamlet called Xam, to 
make room for the artillery. I had the for- 
tune to be one of those emancipated from 
head-quarters, and proceeded to this place. 
It was so small it could only contain the 
third of a troop ; and we were obliged to 
have the greater part of the men scattered 
ever the country, in straggling huts. 

Xam is situated in a green valley. Con- 
tiguous to it stands a quinta^, which, of 
course, we selected for ourselves and myr- 
midons. The man left in charge of the 
house, thinking his master’s absence a good 
,excuse to refuse us admission, would not 


* Gcntlcncaii’s country scat. 
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give up the keys, till we had recourse to the, 
7iever-f(iilmg re7nedy of beginning to sto)’m his 
doors. He then very politely produced them ; 
and gave us up five rooms and a kitchen, 
with a good stable; and conducted us to a 
large garden of fruit and vegetables. Our 
only difficulty then was, to get at the 
crockery ; as we had scarcely any thing to 
use, and our deputt/ host, with the usual em- 
braces and jialavre of a Portuguese, de- 
clared he had produced the whole contents 
of the house : but, meeting wnth a large 
cupboard, and slipping back the bolt with 
a saiirc, we discovered two services of 
china, with plenty of glass and every thing 
requisite, besides sugar, honey, and other 
articles of provision. 

1 2th. — When sitting comfortably down 
to breakfast, we observed w'e were too well 
off to remain long in these quarters — 
though indeed, at the time, we thought the 
army would not advance for ten days. In 
a few minutes after, a route came for us to 
march at one o’clock in the afternoon. We 
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accordingly took leave of our comforts, and 
went off to Arneiro. 

13th. — Marched to Cadaval and Vermil- 
ha, passing Villa Verda. I'he road here, 
being among broken rocks, is in many 
places scarcely passable. In descending 
the heights, the views arc beautiful ; and 
on getting into the valley, the appearance 
of the rear troops had a pretty effect, from 
the serpentine direction of the passes they 
were coming down. On our left Vi- 
miera and Torres Vedras ; and to our right 
stood a stupendous mountain, which we had 
seen for three days. 

14th. — ^The army proceeded on the ad- 
vance. The country in this day’s march 
was dreary and barren, and the views, 
though very extensive, not so picturesque. 
We w'cre struck with the majestic appear- 
ance of the buildings, against which we 
could plainly discern the bursting of a tre- 
mendous surge. — The town of Obidos, with 
its ancient Moorish fortifications, had a fine 
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effect from the hills by which we eiilered 
it. The church stood so near the road, W'e 
had just time to dismount and run in : it is 
of a hexagonal form, and, though not to be 
named after St. Roque’s, contained many 
ornaments of considerable value. 

Aller descending from the sti ong position 
of'Obidos to a vale, and advancing half a 
league, we reached Caldos ; where the ar- 
my halted, and awaited the arrival of the 
Commander in Chief. — Caldos is a very 
large town, and w'as certainly the cleanest 
and neatest of any we had then seen in 
Portugal. In this place there is a house 
with several warm baths, wdiich, I was in- 
formed, are sinailar to those at Harrowgate. 
Here is also a temporary amphitheatre, of 
many years’ standing, which the natives 
told me was still used for bull-fights. 

I6th. — ^Marched for Alcoba 9 a; to whiclt, 
with the exception of a few rough passes 
on the sides of hills, we found the road very 
good, being sandy, broad, and well calcu- 
lated for the march of cavalry. The see- 
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aery around us adbrded a pleasing variety. 
Oh our arrival in Alcoba9a, the inhabitants 
were drawn up on each side of the street, 
where men, women, and children, were 
shouting with exclamations of joy, and cry- 
ing “ viva, viva!" accompanied by the ring 
ing of bells, waving of handkerchiefs, and 
every other mark of exultation. 

After getting billeted off, we hastened to 
the convent of Santo Bernardo, which is 
the largest in Portugal, and the sepulchre 
of many kings. The apartments here are 
very extensive; but, instead of fine pic- 
tures, of which they are worthy, they are 
hung round with daubs that would do little 
credit to a sign-painter. 

The Chapel, tliough perhc4)s not intrinsi- 
cally s© valuable as St. Roque’s, is apparent- 
ly far more splendid. This edifice is form- 
ed like a cross, and the whole of its inside 
embellished with the finest carving, which, 
being entirely covered with gilding, has a 
most magnifioent appearaiKe. There are 
two organs, o}^x)site each otiier, wbkh are 
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decorated with sculpture, and richly gilded^ 
and have pipes made like trumpets* pfo* 
jecting horizontally, so as to throw out the 
sound and produce a very poweribl tc«e. 
Among' the monuments, there are two of 
particularly fine workmanship, and each of 
them is supported by six lions couchant 
carved in stone. 

The Library next attracted our noticc. 
It is sixty paces in length, and fourteen in 
breadth. The ornaments here display exr 
quisite taste ; and, though not so rich as the 
chapel, this apartment has so light and neat 
an eflect, that we gave it a decided prefe- 
rence. It is paved with a variety of maiv 
ble; and, before a selection of the most 
valuable volumes was sent on ship-boanl, 
was entirely filled with books. 

The next thing to be seen was the 
Kitchen, which is immensely large, and hais 
a canal running through it. The water is 
forced by a wheel with great rapidity, fer 
the purpose of more hastily washing tlie 
cooking utensils. A grand dinner is dress- 
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ed here daily for the friars, to which all 
generals, and staff and field officers, had a 
regular invitation during their stay; and, 
indeed, any officer who chose to go was 
hospitably received. 

Having surveyed the convent, we re- 
paired to our billet. We were here ex- 
tremely fortunate in our host, who received 
us with the greatest hospitality, and, as 
well as he could express himself, begged 
that during our residence in his house we 
would consider every thing it afforded as 
our own. He insisted on our coming to 
every meal at his table, and gave orders for 
all our servants to be %vell entertained in 
the kitchen. Our Don’s style of living was 
sumptuous : we commenced with an ele- 
gant dinner, and {what is not always the case) 
continued to partake of one equally good 
every day. — ^Although our host was unable 
to converse with us, he contrived to keep us 
constantly amused; particularly those fond 
of music : he played the piano and guitar, 
juad had great taste in singing. In order to 
/ptomhte a conference, the apothecary of 
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Alcoba9a, who spoke French, was invited 
to spend the afternoon, and requested to 
act as interpreter. This was one of tlie 
drollest fellows we had met with : he kept 
us in a roar of laughter all dinner-tifhe. 
Indeed, his very look was enough to pro- 
mote mirth : — he had a constant smile on 
his face, whi(;h was embellished witli a nose 
and chin nearly meeting, though between 
them he could just conveniently pass a wal- 
nut. The cut of his coat, and general ap- 
pearance, was completed by a tremendous 
periwig ; the summit of which was capped, 
a la picloresque, with a triangular cocked 
hat. — Our landlord seemed so delighted 
at seeing the party thus entertained, that 
he gave him an invitation to meet us every 
day at dinner, which the doctor most readily 
accepted. 

17 th, 18 th, and 19 th. — Our good host 
gave routs, inviting all his neighbours to 
meet us. After tea and coffee, we had mu- 
sic, vocal and instrumental; with ckrds; 
followed by a pleasant dance; and con- 

D 



eluding with a het supper, where our friend 
the doctor was in great force. 

20th. — Walked round the estate of our 
landlord, and took some luncheon with a 
friar, at his house in the wood. With other 
things, he gave us some delicious wine : it 
had the spirit of Champaign, with the flavour 
of Burgundy; and we thought it superior 
to either. 

it appeared, however, that all our luxu- 
ries were destined to be of short duration : 
on our return to Alcoba 9 a, we found that 
orders had been issued to advance the fol- 
lowing morning. 

21^. — We accordingly bid farewell to 
our patron, and proceeded to Batalha. This 
place also contains a large society of holy 
fathers^ who, like their brethren in general, 
take especial care to keep up good living.i- 
The convent here is, as I hoard, so well 
w<«th seeing, that to name Batalha without 
makhlg mention of it, would be quite enough 



to ccModemn a journal. I have therefore to 
plead for a sad deficiency; but being de- 
tained at Alcoba9a, I did nd: arrive with 
the troops till so late, that seeing any thing 
was totally out of the question, and at break 
of day on the 

— ^VVe marched oft for Lyreia. We 
had good roads : they were wide, and like 
those of a turnpike. The town of Lyreia 
is very large ; though the streets are narrow 
and bad. Its greatest ornament is the ruin 
of a Moorish castle, constructed on a height, 
close to the walls, and commanding the 
country for several miles in every direction. 
The beauty of this ruin is completed by be- 
ing surrounded with orange-groves, having 
the hill where it stands covered witli shrubs, 
and its walls clotried with ivy. Tlie Castle 
has several partitions yet standing : among 
these we could plainly distinguish the re- 
mains of six separate prisons. — ^We then 
took a peep eit tfie church, which, like all 
others in the country, is covered with gild- 
ing; and profusely mnamented. Jt has two 
organs and nine altars. 
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23d. — Advanced to Pombal; where we 
were poorly provided for and greatly 
crowded. This town has also contiguous 
to it a fine old Moorish castle. It likewise 
contains a square, where there is a large 
market for corn, poultry, and vegetables. — 
The country around is supplied with small 
rivers; and, as you advance towards Oporto, 
becomes more wooded. I’he roads, instead 
of bad and broken pavement, as in the 
greater part of Portugal, are left like an Eng- 
lish post-road; and arc thus far more plea- 
sant to travel upon, and not subject to be 
rendered nearly impassable for want of re- 
pairs, which is frequently the case in other 
parts of the country. 

24th. — The dragoons were sent out to the 
neighbouring villages to make room for 
other troops. Our squadron took up a little 
hamlet called Redinha, which appeai’ed to 
be the grand depdt for every description of 
vagrants and vermin.— On entering my bil- 
let (which, by the wsiy rhad^ floor and a roof), 
rivas mobbed by a fagged set of people, 
'who came a great deal too near to he plea* 
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sant; and on my sitting down to write, 
those who were my fellow-lodgers stood 
round me, staring like savages. 

The houses here, like all others in the 
country of inferior quality, have nothing 
but square holes, without glass, by way of 
windows : so that you have your choice of 
being exposed to the wind and rain, or sit- 
ting in total darkness by closing the shut- 
ters. My birth was on the floor of a room 
where there were three doors that could 
not be kept shut, and broken boards to the 
light’holcs. These, with a plentiful supply 
of chinks in the walls, rendered it as airy 
as being in an open field. Generally 
speaking, to make a remark respecting the 
vermin (from which scarcely a bed, from 
the best to the worst of houses throughout 
the country, is free) would be like the bar- 
ber at Lisbon informing Bardti that “ grapes 
grew in. Portugal but here the fleas and 
bugs abounded to a degree worthy of me- 
morandum. They kept me constantly em- 
ployed nearly all night; and bn the wel- 
comed approac of daylight to the crevices, 
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I spuing* ottt of bed : — but making any Aa- 
vock was of no avail : — the bugs were 
crawling about, and the fleas sT^arming like 
ants. I therefore shuffled on my clothes, 
and bustled to the river; where, oii un- 
dressing, I found my clothes covered with 
fleas, and my skin spotted from head to 
foot. After plunging into a deep hole, and 
swimming round till I thought my escape 
from vermin tolerably complete, I put on 
fresh apparel, and sallied forth in search of 
a new billet. — After beating up the quar- 
ters of several Serthors, I removed my esta- 
blishment to the house of a sulky old fel- 
lowi whose looksy one would think, must 
hate kept the vermin at bay, as in his casd 
there was not even a bnse to be found. 

This day (the 25 th) we received orders 
to be in readiness to turn out for a march 
at the sound of the bugle. After remaining 
so long prepared that we were fearftil some 
orders rtlight have been accidentally with- 
held, the -squadron marched on the Coim- 
hra road, to where it led to our other 
quarters, and there whited for several houra, 
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to see if the troops were c(»;niog that way. 
— During our halt here, each man was 
regaled with a tumbler of good wine, 
brought out by the peasants, which, with 
many mvas, they presented as a testimony 
of their love for the English; but wh^# 
iinding the advance was countermanded, 
we went threes about, they put on most wohil 
countenances, and all appeared panic-struck. 
Our return to Redinha created tlie greatest 
alarm among the natives, who fancied we 
had been driven back by the enemy ; and 
we being unable to explain the circum- 
stance, kept them in a state of miserable 
suspense, until a Senhor Olivera, who spoke 
English and came to us at dinner, satisfied 
them with an explaimtion. 

26th. — Instructions were issued, that, in 
consequence of the arrival of Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, the army would remain sta- 
tionary till further orders. 

27 tin — Went out oft a Portuguese sport- 
ing party ^ — that is, with about a dozen 
shooters; attended by all the rabble of the 
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village, who are anned with sticks and 
poles ; and followed by an immense pack 
of dogs, consisting of every description of 
mongrel that can be hallooed together. This 
procession is closed by a senhor rat-catcher, 
who, with his bag of ferrets, brings up the 
rear ; and this thc^ call hunting ! I was pro- 
vided with one of their best guns, which, 
from appearance, one would hardly know 
whether to prefer firing it off, or being shot 
at with it. Finding no other ^ame, I mus- 
tered courage to try a shot at a few small 
birds, and found it killed tolerably well. — 
Our chassc ended, as shooting parties usually 
do, — in bringing home nothing, and a set-' 
at eating and drinking. We had, how- 
ever, no great chance of sport; as all we 
saw ivcre some birds, very wild ; and a rab- 
bit, bolted by a ferret in cover. 

' 28th.- — Went to a Portuguese funeral. 
The corpse was laid on the back, with 
hands crossed, and tied together ; the face 
quite exposed : and the body, covered with 
nothing but a shroud, was carried on an 
openi;biier with a sort of tester; and thrown 
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into a hole, like a dead dog. Instead of 
any solemnity at the moment of interment, 
the fellows around were in argumentative 
conversation : and one of them jumped into 
the grave, which was but just deep enough 
to bury the deceased, covered the face with 
a cloth, and began tilling up the hole with 
the sculls and hones which were torn .‘up.and 
thrown around in digging it. 

Bv the good management of one of our 
officers (who is perhaps the best forager, the 
choicest caterer, and the first amateur cook 
in his Majesty’s service), we had contrived 
to establish an excellent mess ; at which we 
generally xvent through the operation of enter- 
taining some of the Senhors. On the 29th 
w'c invited about two people to each plate, 
and sat down to a dinner worthy of an Eng- 
lish host. Having just sent away the re- 
mains of the semid course, we were in the 
very act of filling a bumper to “ Sir Arthur 
Wellesley,” when an express arrived for us to 
advance immediately. 'Hie Rouse sounded ; 
and in ten minutes w'e were all packed up 
and turned out. We marched to Condexa, 
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where we did not arrive till night. This 
•town was brilliantly illuminated, and, the 
night being very dark, it appeared to ad- 
vantage, — Here the left wing of the regi- 
ment halted, and we proceeded to Sar- 
noche. 

30th. — Marched to Coimbra. — ^The a})- 
proach of this town is one of the finest pro- 
spects in Portugal. The view of the city 
and the mountainous distances around, with 
the river Mondago winding through the 
richest country, is presented from an oppo- 
site height. The road then descends in a 
serpentine direction, leading through an 
olive-grove to a fine stone bridge, by which 
you pass into the streets of Coimbra. The 
buildings cover a mountain, from its very 
summit down to the water’s edge ; and the 
Quintas, among the surrounding groves,, ex- 
tend for several miles. — This is, I believe, 
the largest town in Portugal, next to Lisbon 
and Oporto. It much resenftiles the former 
in every respect, and is equally deceiving 
to the traveller ; who from distant appear- 
ance is led to expect a paradise, and on his 
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entrance is disappointed with poor, narrow 
streets, every where poisoned witli stink and 
dirt. 

Our arrival was announced by a ringing 
of bells, which brought out crowds of the 
inhabitants, who lined the road, bridge, and 
town, to receive us with vims and huzzas ; 
and the troops, while passing, were covered 
with flowers from all the windows of the 
Senhoras. At night we had a grand illu- 
mination. 

Coimbra is celebrated for conhiining the 
great university of the kingdom. Here are 
eighteen colleges, with an extensive library; 
also a large convent and museum. The 
greater part of these are connected in a fine 
range of buildings, which stand on a terrace 
above the houses, and overlook the whole 
country, 

Mi^ 2d. — ^Tbe greater part of the army 
were up, and the Commander in Chief ar* 
rived. 
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The illuminations were continued everv' 

V/ 

night during our stay, and with every in- 
clucemciit to tempt us out; as the streets 
were graced with a charming supply of 
Bonitas S&ilioras, who professed ' gUstar 
muiw os officialcs Ingekses bonitos.” W e 
iverc,' indeed, so cordialliptceived and delight- 
fnlh/ entertained^ that it can hardb/ be called 
vanity to say we believed them in earnest. 

4th. — Our regiment received orders to 
march out, and occ’upy some neighbouring 
villages, leaving their quarters for the l()th 
dragoons; and one of our squadrons was 
attached (with General Tilson’s brigade) to 
the Portuguese army. 

5tli. — Our division of three troops went 
to Brf fernis ; the remainder (three others) 
to adjacent, hamlets. The roads to this 
place were in most parts cut through solid 
rocks of stone, with scarcely a crack or 
juncture ; and their surface was ground by 
the cars into so many ridges, that in seve- 
ral parts we found it dilhcult to keep our 
horses on their legs. 
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BFefeniis is a long league and a half from 
Coimbra; and, for a description of it, I 
couple it with Redinha, which, by the way, 
is far the better of the two. We took pos- 
session of tlie most habitable sty it afford- 
ed ; and, wishing to have a reprieve from 
vermin as long as wc could, we took our 
dinner under the shade of a large tree in an 
orange-grove, from which we had our des- 
sert in perfection ; and, I may add, with 
variety t Jts the very same tree bore two sorts of 
lemons, xvith oranges both China and Seville 

In the evening we were directed to pa- 
rade, in marching order, on the following 
morning at four, and proceed to the sands 
near Coimbra, where, at six o’clock, the’ 
Army was tOs be reviewed by the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

. 6th. — ^The regiments having formed a 
line (reaching above two miles), wheeled 
into column, marched past, and filed to their 
quarters. 

^ * Perhaps if I do not explain that the tree was grafted, 

this may appear a bold attempt at Baron Munchau^cn^ 
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7th. — At five in the mining, with no 
further appris^il than the RousCy we turned 
out ; arjd, after forming with the remainder 
of our brigade, proceeded forward about 
three leagues. The head-quarters of our 
regiment were at Avelans. 

On the 8th we received orders to pre- 
pare for a march at five in the morning ; 
but had to halt during that day, to afford 
time for Marshal Beresfobd, with his army, 
to reach the Upper Douro. 

On the 9th we proceeded * towards the 
Vouga ; and after having crossed the river, 
picquetted — as was supposed, at the dis- 
tance of two leagues from the advanced 
posts of the enemy. On discovering this, 
our object was, if possible, to take them by 
surprise ; accordingly, rigid orders were is- 
sued, that during the day no man should 


*' In describing specifically the var ous movemeats and 
lions which led to the expulsion of the enemy from OpcN'lOi 
particular attention would be required as to the nature of the 
ground, than which none could be more disadvantageous to 
the cavalry. 
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mount a bank which touched the flank of 
the column, for fear of being viable to the 
enemy; and by night the strictest silence 
was preserved throughout our lines. 

W c marched at one on the morning of 
the 10th ; and such extreme caution was 
obseiwed in whispering the words of com- 
mand, tliat our advanced troops moved on 
without being heard by those in the rear, 
who (being in such rocky passes, the bri- 
gade were only able to march in single 
file) had to form their junction under some 
difficulties. These were increased by the 
utter darkness of the night. Nor was it 
without danger, as well as impediments, 
that we got forward over these rough roads, 
so as, by the aid of a guide, to ascertain 
our point. We had then arrived in a cham- 
paign country, where our brigade advanced, 
on an open road, in columns of half-squa- 
drons. At five we came in sight of the 
enemy’s videttes; formed in line ; and were 
joined by a strong squadron of Portuguese 
cavalry. This rencontre occasioned as 
much surprise to the enemy, as we (by the 



48 


bye) had felt on the preceding day, ai 
hearing the French were in possession of 
Albergaria Nova, for which place an officer 
had been sent forward to procure billets for 
our troops. 

On our skirmishers being thrown out, a 
kind of signal was made by the French 
coinmarider to the Brigadier General who 
headed our 'party. This caused him to ad* 
vance ; as perhaps he judged this signal to 
be of a pacific nature : but he was effec- 
tually undeceived, by having three shots 
fired at liim ; when a general skirmish com- 
menced. We soon tbrmed to attack them 
in line ; but finding ourselves opposed to a 
strong column of cavalry, we retired to a 
short distance. Being then reinforced with 
two throe-pounders from General Stuart’s 
brigade, which immediately opened their 
fire with some execution ; and animated 
by the appearance of our infantry; we 
again advanced. A pa'^tial charge was 
made by the Kith, so as to occasion a loss 
tP, the enemy of seven men killed and a 
great many wounded. Of this regiment 



49 


but few were wounded, and only one waS 
taken prisoner. — We at length- succeeded* 
in driving the enemy out of the fields) 
Their retreat was to Olivera, which Uhey* 
soon abandoned, so as almost immediately 

to leave it in our possession. - = 

} 

The number of French cavalry h4re 
amounted to lour thousand : they wei*e 
supported by small detachments of infan- 
try. — I must observe the beautiful effect of 
our engagement. It commenced aboht 
sun-rise, in one of the finest mornings pos- 
sible, on an immense tract of heath, with a 
pine-wood in rear of the enemy. So little 


They were then followed by two regiments of Portu- 
guese infantry, who drove them, in a very gallant manner^ 
through a pine-wood, which surrounded the further end of the 
ground. After this they had to pass a deep and diiTicult ra- 
vine, which, being obliged table, they were so long in getting 
through, that our artillery were there in time to play on their 
rear-guard, while they were scrambling up the opposite side. 
Thtxtjiiue First Hussars came in for this : they however escaped 
tolerably well ; they had a few killed, and their wounded were 
considerable ; but they are so dexterous in taking them oiT 
(and behind, on their horses, if dismounted) that we are apt 
in general to under-calculate their nuniber. 

E 
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th^ sl^^ight^r, and regular the forma- 
that ijtj , appeared ftiore like a ^am- 
Winjbledon Conamcm than an ac- 
t^n iai a foreign countjy. 

The conduct of the Portuguese rabble 
was a disgrace to such a scene : they not 
oj(4y stripped the, dead and wounded, but 
gave their roup de ^^acii: to every poor wretch 
iiyh,<?^had a. vital struggle remaining. The 
seull 0,^ one Trench ofijcer in particular they 
faroke to pieces* scattering the brains on 
ey^ry side. Vagabonds of this cast are ob- 
$eryed to hover near the army during every 
hft-ttle. 

The troops being much fatigued, and 
from other circumstances, halted the re- 
mainder of, this day. 

We were picquetted all night near Oli- 
yera • where we were at first rather in tri- 
bulation* as the batmen whom we had 
trustei 'With the prog had taken good care to 
^eej) qut ot the way. We, who were al- 
ready, exhausted with fagging, had to cut 
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boughs for our huts ; our fire-Wood to col- 
lect, and light; and what little we could 
pick up, to cook for dinner. I happened to 
have a leveret, that in the grand scuffle had 
taken refuge with a poaching farrier, who 
popped her into his apron. My messmates 
then mustering a little broken bread, and 
adding the ribs of a dead sheep, we made out 
so well that we invited two fgends to dine. 
Alter this we lay under our fir-boughs, and 
passed a very good night, 

11th. — ^At eight in the morning we be- 
gan our march ; and, after advancing about 
two leagues, came up with the infantry, 
whom we found sharply engaged, driving 
the enemy out of a wood. A squadron of 
the l6th, and another of the 20th, made a 
charge, with the loss of several men ; the 
road on which they acted being covered 
with large stones, and flanked by a wood 
and broad ditches. We then advanced 
along the main road to Oporto, which was 
strewed with dead men and horses, and 
spoils of every description. Among other 
objects of horror, we observed the bodies of 

E2 
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six Portuguese hanging, besides one which 
had dropped down, in a state of putridity. 
Three of the above were suspended from a 
single tree. We heard that these execu- 
tions took place in consequence of the mur- 
der of Soult’s Aid-de-camp ; and that four 
of the sufferers were prie»ts, \Vho had re- 
I’used to deliver up the real or supposed cri- 
minals. 

Our pursuit of the enemy was continued 
for about a mile beyond Cavallos ; when we 
were compelled to desist, in consequence of 
the horses being unable to bring forward the 
guns*. Near the above place the army 
were bhouacqued, with the exception of our 
right squadron, which remained out on pic- 
quet, attached to General Murray’s bri- 
gade. We passed the night without cover ; 
and the dews were falling so heavy as to 
soak our clothes and be wrung from our 
night-caps. 

^ At this I am not surprised, being informed, by an Offi- 
ccr of Artillery, that, out of titree hundred horses sent for 
their service from Portsmouth, there arrived at Lisbon only 
iiighiif could be called effective^ 
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liith. — At day-break, General MurraV 
ordered out the picquet ; and, moving on, 
with a subaltern and a few men, for the pur- 
])ose of reconnoitring, left the remainder 
about a mile in advance from where we had 
been posted. We soon heard that the 
J’Vench wlio had engaged us were beyond 
the Douro, having blown up the bridge, and 
taken refuge in Oport(K This a e- ant be- 
ing confirmed by the officer oAhe advanced 
party, orders were given that the picquet 
should be taken back, and wait lot further 
instructions. 

In a few hours we were informed that 
Sir Arthur intended passing the river that 
day ; and our Major came ibrward to take 
command of the right squadron. General 
Paget lieing in our front, with a strong di- 
vision of Infantry and Artillery, we crossed 
the Douro about twelve o'clock, accompa- 
nied by General Murray’s brigade, con- 
sisting of the whole Hanoverian Legion. 
Our passage of the river was effected about 
a league above Oporto : and the other bri- 
gades (in line with us to our left) crossed the 
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river at the same time. On lauding, we. 
took our position on a height, where we had 
an uninterrupted view of the town, and of 
the direct attack made by General Paglt’s 
division, which by this time had nearly 
driven the enemy from the suburbs. I’hc 
remainder of the engagement consisted 
chiefly in skirmishing among stone walls 
and broken rocks, with which the country 
is much intersected. — W e could see for se- 
veral miles in every direction, and distinctly 
observe the whole of the enemy’s cavalry 
retreating. Orders were then given to make 
an attempt to cut offsome of the rear troops; 
but these orders were recalled before the 
squadron had proceeded a quarter of a mile, 
as the General soon perceived that the ene- 
my’s covering party was too strong for us. 

After rejoining the German Legion bat- 
talions on the height, we descended to the 
valley, making a flank movement for some 
distance parallel to the Douro, with a view 
of advancing as a reserve in the rear of those 
engaged. — While General Murray was 
iqeJl^ng a momentary reconnoitre, a Staff- 
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Officer catne up, with the information that 
one of our regiments was very hard pressed, 
and that tlie Cavalry must advance imme- 
diately for its support. On this, we hj^enOd 
forward as fast as was possible from the na- 
ture of the ground ; and, after surmounting 
many impediments among the stone walls, 
got into the main roatl, on reaching the 
outskirts of the town. — Our infantry here 
extended along the road. We then, form- 
ing up in threes, passed all our lines at a 
full gallop ; whilst they greeted us with one 
continued huzza. After this, going almost 
at speed, enveloped in a cloud of dust, for 
nearly two miles, we cleared ouj- infantry, 
and that of the French appeared. A strong 
body was drawn up in close column, with 
bayonets ready to receive us in front. On 
each flank of the road was a stone wall, bor- 
dered outwardly by trees ; with other walls, 
projecting in various directions ; so as to 
give every advantage to the operations of 
infantry, and to screen those by whom we 
were annoyed. On our left, in particular, 
numbers were posted in a line, with their 
pieces rested on the wall which flanked the 
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Toad, ready to, give, us a running fire as we 
passed. This could not but be effectual, as 
our left rrjen by threes were nearly close to 
the mu2zles of the muskets, and barely out 
of the reach of a coup de sabre. In a few se- 
conds, the ground was covered with men 
and horses : notwithstanding these obsta- 
cles, we penetrated the battalion opposed to 
us ; the men of which, relying on their bay- 
onets, did not give way till we were nearly 
close upon it, when they fled in great confu- 
sion. For some time this contest was kept 
up, hand to hand ; and, for the time it lasted, 
was severe. 

After many efforts, we succeeded in cut- 
ting off three hundred, most of whom were 
secured as prisoners : but our own loss was 
very considerable. Our squadron consisted 
of scarcely yb; (y file ; and the brunt of the 
action, of course, fell the heaviest on the 
troop in front : of the fij'iy-two men com- 
posing it, ten were killed, eleven severely 
wounded (besides others slightly), and six 
take% prisoners : of the four officers en- 
three were on wounded list. 
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For my own part* my horse being shot 
under me, the moment after a ball had 
grazed my upper lip, 1 had to scramble 
my way on foot, amidst the killed and 
^vounded“among whom the enemy, from 
the side walls, were continually firing — and 
tlius efi’ected my escape fi’om this agreeable 
situation. On the approach of our infan- 
try, the French brigade was compelled to 
retire. Our few remaining men, coming 
threes about, brought with them the pri- 
soners in trium[)h. 

Our commanding officer and squadron 
had the satisfaction of receiving thanks 
from the Commander in Chief. On the 
merits of our charge, the comment of the 
French General ought not to be omitted : 
he sent for our men (who had been his 
prisoners, and afterw^ards escaped), and de- 
dared to them, that, in his opinion, “ we 
must have all been drunk, or mad ; as the 
brigade we had attacked was nearly two 
thousand Strong */' 

* On returning, we met our second $qu&d(on,aboutamneto 
the rear, which bad just passed the river, and was liastening 
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The town of Oporto, to which We re- 
tired*, exhibited a scene of the greatest con- 
fusion : the streets were strewed with dead 
horses and men, and the gutters dyed with 
blood. — This night the town was illumi- 
nated, in honour of our success. The ef- 
fect, however, could not be very brilliant, 
as the late exactions of the French had left 
the poor inhabitants in a state to testify 
their joy more by good-will than deed. 

We were all night, and half the next day, 
employed in seeking our wounded, \yho had 
been taken into different houses on the 
road. 

So wholly unex})ected was our forcing 
of the passage of the Douro on the 12th, 
that the French were totally unprepared for 

to our support, tliough too late.: oar third was still on 
Other side tl>e water; and our fourth being detached, we had 
only one squadron that came into the above action. Two were 
mentioned in the Dispatches. 

* Scarcely any farther engagement took plaqe that even- 
ing : it was then about five o’clock ; and our infantry, taking 
lln advance, remained near the position where our charge was 
%ade, being about three miles from the town. 
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us, and Mairshal Soult was rmstd from his 
dimur to put his plans of defence in execu- 
tion : but of how little avail was this defence, 
and to how short a time protracted!— 
In his precipitate retreat, the enemy aban- 
rlonod a large proportion of artillery, with 
ordnance stores, ammunition, and baggage. 

It is blit due, to ascribe the brilliant suc- 
cesses of this day, not only to the determin- 
ed bravery of British troops, but also to the 
experienced judgment of the Commander 
in Chief) and the rapidity of his move- 
ments. 

13th. — ^The army continued to advance, 
the infantry being in front. We remained 
in Oporto, to collect and make arrange- 
ments for our wounded. What with the 
number of men left sick by the enemy, and 
those taken in since the action, the hospi- 
tals were completely filled. — This day 
the dead were buried, and the streets 
cleared. — We went to see the remains of 
the bridge that had been destroyed: it hav- 
ing only consisted of a chain of boats, 



were ill repaid for the difficulty in finding 
our way through the intricate part of the 
town which led to it. — Oporto was mucli 
deserted by the inhabitants, and had a dis- 
mal appearance : some of the best man- 
sions were left well furnished, with closets 
full of costly clnna, and almost eveiy houso 
liold utensil still remaining. 

This city being too well known to re- 
quire the concise description that would fall 
to its share in a pocket-book, I only observe, 
that, from its choice buildings and eminent 
situation, it surpassed, in my estimation, all 
the towns yet seen in Portugal. 

14th. — Our regiment assembled at two 
in the afternoon, and about three marched 
for Villa Nova. Pifty campaigns may not 
produce greater miseries than we had to en- 
counter before we reached this place. We 
started on a very bad road, in a wet even- 
ing ; and, by the time we were soaked to 
the skin, it became so dark, that we could 
not see our way ; of which the guide him- 
but an imperfect knowledge, even 



by day-light. After crawling on till the 
horses were knoclied up, and the jnen 
scarcely able to keep their eyes ojien, we 
were cheered with some liglits, which indi- 
cated our approach to a village. We all 
thanked our stars that we iiad at last found 
the quarters. 

We had soon, however, the consolation to 
find that we had wandered to the wrong 
place, and were quite out of’ our path to 
Villa Nova. We had then to wait while 
another guide was pressed ; and the hamlet 
we were in was so crowded with infantry, 
that not one of us could get under an 
empty shed. After sitting, benumbed with 
cold, for near an hour, we proceeded with 
our new conductor, who was a lame fellow 
— consequently a very sMo goa\ In a pi- 
teous tone he declared it would be morning 
before we could reach Villa Nova, and that 
he was himself doubtful of being able to find 
the road. It was so dark we were forced 
to be every moment hallooing to each 
other, to avoid being lost ; and the men so 
repeatedly mistook the road, that we had 
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often! to stop and sound the bugle, for half 
an hour at a time, before we could get them 
together. We were the Avhole night 'with- 
out the least shelter, in an incessant pour of 
min, scrambling with our horses among the 
rocks; expecting every moment to be thrown 
doAvn ; and, in places where the safety of 
our lives required dismounting, we had u> 
Avadc through deep streams of water, occji- 
sioned by the torrents of rain which flooded 
the passes. We were latterly every now 
aijd then drojjping asleep on our horses, 
epaite exhausted, and shivering the whole 
time with cold. After suffering every liard- 
shlp that could attend upon a mere march, 
we reached Villa No\ a ; AVhere we had to 
remain an hour in the streets; the rain still 
continuing.— rAt last, some slieds were pro- 
vided, and we filed off. It was then past 
six o’clock, which extended the duration of 
pur drenching to sixteen hours. Ourser- 
yapts were lost; so that we had neither 
me!^» drink, nor clothing. I got into a sta-^ 
ble, Avh^,, on some dirty straw, 1 sle|^, in 
my wet ctothes> till two o’clock m the aftcr- 
ttpOfV . 
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15tb. — ^Tlie chief part of the army, .which 
had been here, went forward ; we were un- 
able to proceed that day. 

I6th. — Advanced to Braga. We halt- 
ed to receive forage and rations, and then 
proceeded to Gregio Novo. The weather 
Avas wet, the troops miserably accommodat- 
ed, and the officers were all bundled into a 
hovel like a drove of pigs. The infantry 
were kept on the advance. No en- 

gagement of any consequence had taken 
place ; and the Trench continued their re- 
treat. 

Previously to our reaching Gregio Novo, 
the advanced posts sent in about fifty prir 
soners, who were all kenneled in. a church; 
in the middle of which they had made a 
comfortable fire with the gilded wood that 
had decorated the altars. 

17th. — Marched to Salamunde,. where 
we passed the army, and went in advance, 
accompanied by the Guards, who had the 
preceding evening been skirmishing with 
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some success; for the enemy, finding them- 
selves hard pressed, were constantly throw- 
ing away their knapsacks, which they had 
so loaded with plunder as to be unablg to 
inarch with them. Every one, therefore, 
who could lay hands on a Frenchman or 
his kit, had- a fine prize. These marandei .> 
hud robbed the churches of pieces of gold 
and silver, which, when we entered Sala- 
munde, we were told our soldiers had taken 
and melted down. A number of sihx'r 
forks, spoons, &c., were sold here by re- 
gular auction. Some of the most valuable 
stones iverc bought at a tenth part of 
what they were worth ; and the men w^ouW 
rather receive the most trifling sums for 
their prizes, than be at the trouble of car- 
rying them. 


The village of Salamunde was a perfect 
scene of devastation ; and on every road 
around the French had set fire to the cot- 
tages of the peasants : several of these were in 
flames as we passed. Dead in'eh, horses, cat- 
tle, and every thing that could forcibly depict 
rtiin, were here again strewed for leagues 
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along the road. They had a number of 
horses and mules, which they deemed it 
expedient to leave ; and in order to render 
them totally unserviceable, cut the sinews 
of their hind legs, and left a field full of 
these hamstrung animals 

As we were this day not up with the ene* 
niy, no affairs of' out-posts took place. The 
Guards kept in front, and our regiment oc- 
t'upied two straggling hamlets to the right. 
On taking up our quarters (which, like the 
other houses in this part of the country, were 
little cabins of loose stones), we found that 
the lew wretched inhabitants who had been 
left, taking us for their former visitors, had 
precipitately fled to the mountains. In the 
billet I occupied, they had very kindly left 
me a large fire, with a pot of soup boiling on 
it. — It had rained day and night, incest 
santly, till this evenii^ : the clouds^ then 
began to break, and gave us a grand view 
of the setting sun behind the mountains. 

* This barbarous custom is frequently resorted to by a re- 
treating army, when ammunition cannot be spared to shoot 
them. 

F 



18 th. — Marched to Monta Legre, a small 
town on the frontiers, to the left of Chaves, 
which was our last advance. The pursuit 
of the enemy was relinquished by reason of 
Marshal Beresford’s army being unable, 
through extreme fatigue, to proceed farther 
than Chaves; and consequently not l)eing 
forward enough to cut off their retreat, as 
was intended. 

The French, however, found themselves 
so hard pressed, they were forced to aban- 
don nearly all their artillery, and, in sJiort, 
every incumbrance, to facilitate their escape, 
'i’his forced march rendered their loss, botli 
in men and horses, very considerable : but 
Mr. Soult had taken good care to secure his 
plimde?', by sending the train of carts that 
were loaded with it, well to the rear ; and 
having tl)cm always dispatched a day or 
two before his trooj». 

Monta Legre laid been so despoiled, that 
the natl\cs were nearly famished, and mg 
had to trust entirely to the arrival of our 
own sliort stock of ju’ovisions. Nothing 



could be found here in the way either of 
meat, drink, or vegetables ; save a few 
starved goats, bad water, and dead cabbage- 
stalks. 


I9th. — ^The whole army halted. 

In'ing on the borders of Spain, I was de* 
-.irons of seeing this country, and set out for 
that purpose ; but had to j)ay hundsomd^ for 
indulging my curiosity. — 


After passing a country strewed with 
French, who had been left to die by sick- 
ness and famine, I reached the village of 
l^idreira ; whicli had been stripped of 
every thing, left in flames, and its inhabi- 
tants (nearly naked) in a state of starva- 
tion. — Having mounted the hills, a fog 
came on, and I was lost. Here, without 
either sword, pistol, or stick, several IJortu- 
gucse met me, who, I am convinced, su-. 
spected me to be a Frenchman : and a con- 
stant example was before my eyes of what 
would be my fate, had they decided on 



this rhistake; thr, in every direction, lay 
the corpses of stragglers and helpless men 
whofti they had muidered. 

Though the fog was mended by a heavy 
rain, I was determined to proceed ; being 
told I was within half a league of Spain. 
The passes were among low woods on the 
declivity of mountains i and so bad, that 
even at a foot-pace they \vere nearly im- 
passable. The Senhor's half league proved 
about six English miles; and just as I reach- 
ed the borders of Gallicia, my horse was 
taken with the staggers, and for a long time 
unable to. move. It was then growing dusk, 
the rain pouring, and I ten miles from 
my quarter. My mind was decided that nei- 
ther the Old horse nor his master would see 
England again : and indeed the chance 
was greatly against us; but, most fortu- 
nately, General Sylveira’s Portuguese 
army came by in about half an hour 
after, and, to crown all, was bound for 
■Monta Legre. With these troops I march- 
ed, half way up to my knees in mud, /ead- 
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iug, or rather Jiauling along, my Rosinaute; 
which there was so much difficulty in doing, 
that the column vpas all the time gaining 
ground of me. Several times I expected 
to be left behind, lost, and (what would of 
course follow to a stranger here at night) 
put to death ; and repeatedly observed the 
blood-thirsty looks of the savages com- 
posing this army, who, so tar as I could 
understand, were holding forth on their 
suspicions of me. 1 heard one of them 
say, “ I believe that fellow to be no 
friend of ours.” — It soon became quite 
dark ; and, after having gone about severe 
miles, my horse dropped dead. I then took 
my appointments on my back, and could 
keep up with the best of them ; and about 
eleven at night we reached our destination. 

20th. — Our regiment returned to Sala- 
munde by a difterent route from that by 
which we had advanced. The road here 
winds round the great mountains, adhering 
to immense precipices ; and is in many 
places so narrow, as barely to admit a mule 
with baggage. You are nearly the whole 
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day in a chain of mountains, among woods, 
rocks, and water-falls : the distances that 
catch the eye between the heights, oj)- 
posed to this varied fore-ground, present a 
charming landscape. Every thing has the 
most wild and romantic appearance ; and, 
amidst the awful roar of surrounding cas- 
cades, you may conceive yourself deserted 
by every earthly creature. 

The passes, as every where else, wc're 
strewed with dead men ; the majority ol 
whom were in the most ollensive state ol’ 
putridity. The J^rench had so many horses 
precipitated down the heights, that we con- 
cluded they must have j)assed them in the 
dark. We saw several lying at the bottom, 
apparently quite mangled by the fall. 

22d, — ^Marched to Botica, where we dined 
and slept in the gallery of a little chapel, 
left, like every thing else where the French 
liad been, in a state of ruin. 

23d. — Proceeded to Braga; leaving, on 
our left, a castle and other buildings cu- 
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riouhly constructed on an immense solid 
rock. We passed also a \alley which con- 
tained a great number ot‘ huge stones, seve- 
ral of wliicli w'ere forty yards in girth. — 
We were to halt at Braga till further or- 
ders. 

Braga, the capital of Entre Minho e 
Donro, contains many good houses, with 
broad and commodious streets. This town 
is wtU supplied wnth most of the articles 
which the country aflbrds. Here are a 
number of good shops, an excellent market, 
and mechanics for almost every kind of 
work. 

On the 28th v c went to the mass at the 
Cathedral. In this church there is a gal- 
lery, called the Bishop’s Chapel, with some 
of the best carving we had seen. Here are 
three organs; one in the English style, 
about the middle of the aisle ; aftd two 
others, with horizontal pipes, which stand 
on each side the gallery ; to one of these 
there is a curious figure, which marks time 
for the music by means of a spring to iU 
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hand. The decorations of this church are 
so nearly in the style of those in the church 
of Alcoba^a, that it would be needless here 
to give any description ; and as for valua- 
bles the French had been there ! 

31st. — Marched to Villa Nova. 

June 1st. — Re-entered Oporto, where we 
halted till the 3d. The regiment then left 
this town, and passed the Douro over a 
temporary bridge of boats. Here we saw 
the richest vineyards for several miles down 
the banks of the river; and the city of 
Oporto, being built on the declivity of a 
mountain, a[)pcared to the greatest ad- 
vantage from the opposite side. — We then 
niarched three leagues on an execrable 
road, and came to a village called Gregio. 
By continuing parallel to the sea, we had it 
in view nearly all day. Between the beach 
and the above place there is a very large 
convent, with extensive gardens, and seve- 
ral line fountains. 

** - 

From Gregio there is nothing for a 
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journal, unless I state that seven of us had 
to inhabit a hovel that would scarcely hold 
a pair of bullocks, and where, within a 
slight partition, there was an old woman 
dying. — This evening the wet weather again 
returned ; and on the 4th, after all getting 
well ducked, we reached Olivera. The 
rain compelling ns to hold our heads constantly 
down, we had a fine opportunity of* mspccting 
the variety of marble which, composed a part 
of the road leading to the above place. 

3th. — We proceeded to Agueda. On 
mv road to this place I (?xperienced the 
comforts of being taken ill on service. My 
complaint proceeding from a violent cold, 
onr regimental Aiscadapians ordered me, on 
my arrival in quarters, to “ go to bed,” to 
“ keep quiet, and promote perspiration ! ! 1” 
— I had a nice opportunity of following 
this prescription I After shaking like a man 
with the ague, and M^aiting for half an hour, 
a Portuguese bed (that is, a hard ^raw bag 
on hard boards) was provided, with dirty 
blankets and damp sheets. My room had 
a thorough draught o(air, and the rain kept 
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pouring in. The savages of the billet re- 
fused me a little fire-wood ; and had not my 
satellites made a proper use of their feet, as 
well as tlu*ir hands, I could not have got 
my broth boiled. — ^The situation here was 
as well calculat(‘d for “ I ccphi " fjiud," as the 
ringing of bells, crying of children, bark 
ing of curs, and squalling of eats, would 
admit of. 'I’iie Portuguese wen', all dav 
running about the house in their wooden 
shoes ; their tongues, as well as their Icet, be- 
ing in perpetual motion. 

6th. — I was alive, and went through the 
rain to Alamera, where the troops had ar- 
rived. They halted here till the 8th, and 
then went to Coimbra. — On our return to 
this town, a great part ol' the regiment was 
sent over th(^ bridge. 7 he ofiicers of our 
squadron were in high luck at the distribu- 
tion of billets : we were quartered in the 
hou'Sfe of a Nobleman, which Avas left in 
care of his son, a Colonel in the Portuguese 
service. Here we received the kindest at- 
tention, and, having every comfort we could 
require, established a sumptuous mess ; tor 
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which we had an abundance of plate and 
the best services of china. 

This house is very large, with an exten- 
sive suite of rooms ; and has a lawn before 
it, with a view of the river and town. We 
had excellent stabling, and a held to turn 
out our horsts. — Behind the premises there 
are a fine garden and orange-grove. At the 
farther end, among the most solitarv shades, 
is a large fbuntairi : hence arose the name of 
Ibis Quinta, — Casa da Lacryma (the House 
of Tears) ; and which is derived from the 
following melancholy circumstance: — 

Alplionso IV'^. King of Pt)rtugal, having 
married his sou to a Spanish Princess, took 
this seat, as a v ilia for the young couple. 
On coining here to reside they brought their 
bride-maid, a most beautiful young Spanish 
lad}^ to whom the Prince himself evinced 
a great partiality. The Princess died a*few 
years after ; and he became so enamoured 
of this Donna, that he made her his wife. 
On the King hearing of this match, and 
having provided another, in liis opinion far 



Ihore advantageous, in the moment of hi? 
rage he sent two Spanish counsellors to mur-* 
der the beloved bride of his son. The vil* 
lains accomplished their horrid act one even*- 
ing, when she was walking by this fountain. 
The distracted state of his son’s mind, toge- 
ther with the stings of his own conscience, 
soon brought Alphonso to his grave ; and on 
the Prince ascending the throne, the assas- 
sins were executed; the body of his late, 
wife was dug up ; the crown of Portugal 
placed on her head ; and she conveyed in 
state to Alcoba9a, where she was re-inter- 
red w ith every tribute of honour and affec- 
tion. 

Idth, 14th, and 15th. — We marched to 
Condexa, Pombal, and Lyrcia. This even- 
ing we spent agreeably, at the house of a 
Den Senhor, whose lady sent orders to the 
steward of her quinta to provide for our re- 
ception the succeeding day. 

On the 16th we took up our abode there, 
and fared luxuriously. 
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Hie regiment occupied two small towns 
— Aklea de Cruz, and Orense. These places 
are in a wooded and rich country : the lat- 
ter has a fine Moorish castle. 

We had tliis day turned off to the left of 
the great Lisbon road, on our way to Tho- 
mar, where we arrived on the 17th; the 
head-quarters of the army being then estab- 
lished at Abrantes. 

At Thomar we came up with the 1st 
German Hussars, who marched out soon 
after our arrival. The army were also rein- 
forced by the 23d Dragoons, and a heavy 
brigade ; — all landed while we were up the 
country. The four troops of the 20th had 
left us, to join the remainder of that regi- 
ment in Sicily ; and our force of cavalry 
was then six regiments. 

Thomar is fine old Moorish town, pret- 
tily situated on the banks of the Naboan, 
and commanded by an immense height, on 
which there remains one of the finest cas- 
tles in Poitugal Contiguous to this stands 



a large convent, which, excepting one troop, 
contained our whole regiment : we had 
there about five imndred horses, 

22d. — Walked up the river, shaded by 
orchards, where the trees were breaking 
down with fruit, and every thing around had 
the richest ap))earance. While Ave were in 
silent admiration contemplating the beau- 
ties of nature, a volley of dirt-clods was 
pelted at us by some Portuguese. What 
we had done to offend them 1 know not ; l)ut 
suppose, judging by (hcmselvex, they thought 
us thieves, and concluded we were planning 
operations to attack their orchard. Justice 
herself directed us to give them chase ; and, 
after soundly thrashing those -who were not 
then in xohid for running invav, we proceeded 
up the river. 

Above two miles from the tow'n we came 
to an artificial water-fall, w'^hich filled the 
whole valley with its echo. Being inter- 
cepted by a rising ground, it bursts suddenly 
upon the view wdth a majestic appear- 
ance. The stream flows over two flights. 
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I'l' stcjw, regularly built with stone, and 
Jormi ug u,n obtuse angle in the centre. 'J’he 
bill is near sixty feet, and extends about a 
hundred vfirds. — This immense torrent of 
water is carried off' in a winding stream, 
wliicli, by an increased ra])idity when reco- 
> ered Iroin the force of the cascade, is cvh 
dently the whole way on a descent. 

During our stay at Thomar, we were ci- 
villy treated, and often entertained with 
musical jiarties. At these we were some- 
times mchanlcd, bif a pol-bdlied fellow, who 
was allowed to be the first guitar-player in 
the kingdom. Paltry as the powers of this 
instrument may appear, wc thought that in 
his hands it produced one of the finest solos 
we had cv(;r heard. 

Juhj 1st. — Received orders to proceed on 
the advance for Spain. 

• - • 

2d. — Marched off at four o’clock in the 
morning; and in the afternoon reached 
Villa de Rea, where we bivouacqued . — This 
day the mules and caleche of our command- 
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ing officer had an extraordinary escape. 
The vehicle, which was loaded with valu- 
able baggage, china, glass, &c., was over- 
turned, and hurled down a precipice for 
twenty j^^rds. At the bottom of this is a 
river, from which all was saved by lodging 
among the rocks. Instead (as wc expected ; 
of seeing every thing dashed to pieces, and 
the mules killed, all we found amiss was, 
the breaking of the splinter bar and two bot- 
tles. By the greatest accident, there haj)- 
pened to be no one in the carriage ; and the 
driver scrambled off when he found his 
mules giving way. 

4 th. — Marched for Cortesada, where 
(after passing a deserted town,’ and a per- 
fect amphitheatre of mountains) w^e arrived 
and picquetted. — Here we had nine horses 
starved to death, and many others were in 
a most deplorable condition. 

5 thc— Proceeded to Larzidas, a large vil- 
lage, 80 forsaken by its inhabitants that 
•^very house was empty but about three or 
-Ibw, in which there remained the families 
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of a few miserable peasants.— The bullocks* 
not coming up till late in the evening, we 
were, as usual, in a bad way for provision ; 
and at this place even water was so scarce 
that we were forced to put a sentry over 
what could be discovered, and which was 
very bad. 

6th. — Continued to advance, and pic- 
quetted near Gastello Branco; where we 
were reinforced by our fourth squadibn, 
which had arrived from General Beres- 
ford’s army, then left in the north. 

This day we passed, on our left, the As- 
trello (or Star^ mountain, the highest in 
Portugal ; on which we could plainly dis- 
tinguish the snow, though supposed to be 
nine leagues from the road. 

Our route specified that we were to halt 
at Gastello Branco ; but on our arrival we 
found that it was countermanded ; and, ii;t 

* It is «nlulM>D, vrhen we come to e camp touch, to have 
OUT half>suim4 bullocks up, dowa, and ia the pot, tho saiao 

G 



our exhausted state, advanced, on the 
7th, to LodocirO) — 'I'he officers were here in 
little cabins ; and about eleven at night a 
fire broke out, which consumed a great part 
of them, llie inhabitants of this hamlet 
were in such a state of apathy they never 
attempted to assist, nor even save their own 
property, till their very houses were caught 
by tlie flaincs. 

8th. — ^Marched to a wood near I.o- 
doeiro. — The country we ' had passed ap- 
peared to abound with a variety of birds. 
Tiie eagles and vultures were constant- 
ly hovering over the rear of the troops, 
and several times came uithin lair shot. 
, — i-Thcre is also a small species of land 
tortoise, one of which our men caught in a 
shed. 

9th.: — Proceeded joiiiour march. — This 
being a clear day, we were presented wdth 
the, grand mountains in our frppt, and,: while 
so intensely hot we could scarcely breathe, 
W'e plainly saw the snotv with which several 
of fheif summits were covered.-^ — After ad- 
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Vancing thrfee leagues, we crossed the river 
Elga,Arhich in that ptirt divides the two king- 
doms, and (leaving Salvateira, and a Moor- 
ish castle, to oiir right) entered Spain. — 
The inhabitants of the two countries seem 
to have no coiniimnication with, or know- 
ledge of each other. We surveyed the town 
of Zarza Mayor, which a|)pcaied very little 
different from those w'c had seen in Portu- 
gal : the Spanish, however, in their houses, 
seem neater and cleaner than the I^ortu- 
guese. 

Tills day the regiment came up w ith the 
remai ndcr ofthc brigade, 'Aiidbivouacqued three 
miles from Zarza Mayor. — In the evening 
W'e had to pitch our boughs in a forest, 
where we were tortured the whole night by 
gnats, and annoyed wdth every description 
of reptile, and by a concert of toads and frogs, 
which were bv no means unlike Portuguese 
tvomen in a market . — In the morning, ray face 
was swelled with bites; and the blankets 
between which I laid w'ould have been a 

treat to no one but Sir J B . 

Nothing could well exceed the variety of 

<j ‘I 
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insects, with which these blankets woyld 
have furnished the amateur': he might have 
obtained the finest specimens of the beetle — 
the choicest old spiders — and swarms of 
ants, which in these warm countries are half 
an inch in length. 

After getting up, I bathed in some water 
near ; andi while dressing on the bank, there 
were around me enough of the large Spa- 
nish lizards to supply half the museums in 
London. — I was afterwards congratulated 
on neither being sucked by a leech nor bit 
by a water-snake, both of which are said to 
abound in this water. 

11th. — After halting the 10th, we re- 
newed our march at four o’clock a. m. ; and 
in the evening got to a wood, a short halt- 
league from Morealega. 

12th. — We entered Coria; whence we 
w'ere sent half a league out of our line of 
march, and picquetted at least a mile from 
any water. The wood we were in contained 
a variety of the most curious Spanish birds, 
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with which the trees were full eVerj^ where 
round the camp. — This country, and I be- 
lieve almost every other in Spain, abounds 
with game : some of the German Legion, 
who had brought their guns with them, were 
out only a few hours, and came home load- 
ed with red-legged partridges. 

I rode to Coria, a large town, on a 
vast eminence. Here is a fine church, 
through which I was shown by a priest. It 
has towers, with parapets overlooking the 
whole country. Its inside, as well as its or- 
naments, differs little or nothing from the 
churches in Portugal. An organ it has on 
so large a scale, that the bellows are blown 
by means of two boys running hand in hand 
up and down a see-saw of flat timber. The 
holy father told me, that this was the finest 
instrument in Spain, and that the pipes 
were all pure silver. For the latter I have, 
only his word ; but the organ spoke’ for it- 
self : I never heard any thing to equal its 
tone; and the different stops produced a 
chaste and tasteful imitation of every in- 
strument.— —In the town of Coria we had 
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iced lemonade, frozen with the show 
brought, above nine leagues,: from tho 
mountain tops. 

» 

f < ' ' , 

. 13th. — Marched; crossed the river Ala-i 
gon ; and picquetted near GaUsteia, a town 
with intricate streets, on . a strong position, 
and fortified by a Moorish wall. 

14th. — rThis day wo passed through a 
country full of game : — an officer and my- 
self, by merely flanking the regiment on the 
march, with one old gun between us, killed 
a fine bag of Sjianish partridges and wild- 
pigeons. — About mid-day we entered Pla- 
centia, a large town on the Xerg, Avhere the 

arinv had assembled. We had excellent 
«/ 

ground lor camp, close to the town : the 
lines of our brigade were on a green as level 
as a billiard-table, shaded by large trees; 
and, by making our huts on the hanks of 
the riSf't^r, we had only to, take a swim and lie 
dowlj. again, whenever we felt it too hot. 

^.J7th. — Received orders to advance the 
day. 

\ 
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(Jii the 18th we niarched about five 
leagues, and bivmdcqtied in the forest, on 
the banks of the Tieter. 

/ ‘ I 

19th. — Continued to advance through 
the forest ; and, after a fatiguing march of 
eight leagues, halted fur the night near the 
river. Our position waV sheltered by a 
range of mountains covered ivith snow, 
which appeared as if close to us, though .at 
the distance of about twelve miles. The 
day being clear, we had a distinct view of 
their summits, the height of which is so 
immense, that we perceived a few small 
clouds hanging near them in the sky, with- 
out reaching above one third of their stu- 
pendous elevation. 

After pursuing our march for some time, 
on the 20th iv e got clear of the forest, and 
passed a plain of above three leagues in ex- 
tent; the dry sand of which strongly re- 
flected the intense heat of the day, without 
affording us the shelter of a single tree. 

Leaving the town of Oropeza to our left. 



we picquetted for the night near LugoTerra, 
situated on the same chain of hills. A large 
pomegranate-tree here saved some of us the 
trouble of building a hut, and thus made 
amends for the late barrenness of the sultry 
plain. — ^We here received information that 
five hundred French cavalry, sent on a fo- 
raging party, had quitted Lugo-TerrJ^. on the 
day before our arrival. — General Anson’s 
brigade, with four regiments of infantry, 
were on the advance. 

On the 21st we were passed by the whole 
of the Spanish army, amounting to at least 
forty-two thousand. Their infantry, in part 
only, had a good appearance : but many of 
their cavalry were in a ragged state, with- 
out boots, and some of them literally with 
bare feet. Their horses, though slight, 
were in other respects good ; yet with bad 
appointments, ill put on; insomuch, that 
their stirrups were so long as hardly to be 
reached with the toe pointed d6wn. 


We remained saddled, ready to turn out 
on the shortest notice. — In the evening we 
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marched on. Having passed Oropeza, the 
whole British army was drawn up, for Ge- 
neral CuESTA’s inspection, and afterwards 
picquetted in the contiguous tields. Our 
station was close to a small village, through 
which we had passed. 

We came up with the Spanish troops on 
the I2l2d, whom we found engaged in a skir- 
mish on an immense plain. Our army soon 
supported them in great force, advancing 
in readiness to give the enemy battle ; but 
they continued to retreat through Talavera, 
which they evacuated, with the loss of a 
lew men ; and fell back to a strong position 
above a league from it, on the other side of 
the Tagus. We remained bivouac qued be- 
tween Talavera and the Alberche, in readi- 
ness to advance. 

This was a fagging day for the troops; 
for, after being up nearly all the preceding 
night, we had begun our march at four in 
the morning ; and it was near seven in tlie 
evening when we had halted. An hour 
then elapsed before any provision could be 
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got ; and that some of us had to leave to go 
on picquet, which kept us on the alert all 
night. — tn the interim, we heard that our 
cavalry in advance near the Albei’che (the 
23d Dragoons and 1st Hussars of the 
King’s. German Legion) had been hied on 
from a masked battery, near to which they 
advanced tb attack a small body of the 
enemy, drawn up as if with an intention of 
resisting. This brigade lost ten horses ; but, 
fortunately, no men were killed. And, we 
were told, that about the same time Sir Ar- 
thur had a narrow escape while recon- 
noitring; having been fired at with a three- 
pound shot, which cut a bough from a tree 
close to his head. 

On the 23d we received orders to march 
at five ; but these were countermanded, qjid 
our advance was postponed till the follow- 
ing day ; in consequence, as we were after- 
wards told, of General CuEgTA’s unwilling- 
ness to go forward “for various reasons — 
all beyond the comprehension of those, to whom 
the immediate attack promised every suc- 
cess! 
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In the evening, we heard that the French 
had occupied a very strong position (ac- 
cording to report, with entrenchments) 
about a league and a iialf from the town'; 
and that their arm 5 % calculated at nearly 
thirty thousand, was to he reinforced by 
twelve thousand more. We had not the 

smallest doubt but a verv severe action 

«/ 

w'^ould take place, as it was the known de- 
termination of Sir Arthur to attack them 
early the following morning. 

i24th. — After hearing the road in one 
continued rattle all night, with the march- 
ing of artillery, we turned out at two a. m. 
With tlie infantry in advance, we moved on, 
till the approach of day. Tiie cavalry then 
halted, and dismounted, while the front of 
the British column, which extended consi- 
derably above a league, was fording the 
river to the left ; and the Sj)aniards, on the 
right, passing the bridge, under the heights. 
We expected every moment to hear a tre- 
mendous cannonading ; till, after waiting 
some; time, uncertain what could occasion 
the delay of the attack, we received infor- 
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mation that: the French had retreated during 
the night. In consequence of this, our or- 
ders were to return to the environs of Tala- 
vera, and there to remain picquetted till 
further instructions. The Spanish army was 
in advance. 

Talavera is a large town, with rather in- 
tricate streets, and was formerly celebrated 
for its silk-manufactory. Most of the inha- 
bitants have been driven out by the late ex- 
cesses of the French. Close to our camp 
were the ruins of a most extensive and 
beautiful amphitheatre: the rotunda ap- 
peared to have been occupied by cavalry. 
Here also the remains of a large church are 
added to the geneml marks of dilapida- 
tion. 

On the 25th and 2Cth we remained en- 
camped round Talavera, destitute of almost 
every* article of provision. On the latter 
day, the advanced guard of General Cu- 
esta was driven from its position near Tor- 
rijos, when his army retired to the right 
bank of the Alberche. After this, all the 
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movements of the enemy indicated the de- 
sign of ^ general action. 

At one in the morning of the 27 th, the 
cavalry were ordered to make a patrole. 
We marched in the dark ; and at day-break 
arrived at the bank of the river Alberche, 
opposite the spot where the French had 
been lately encamped. We then halted, 
waiting for further orders, and hearing va- 
rious reports : — some asserted that our pic- 
qiiets were driven in by the enemy ; others, 
that the Spanish troops in front, with Ge- 
neral Mackenzie’s division, were engaged : 
but the prevailing opinion was, that the 
French had entirely retreated, and that we 
should see no more of them till we got near 
Madrid. 

After a suspense of about three hours, we 
received orders to advance, and cross the 
river. Before we had marched a league, 
we met all the baggage of the advanced 
posts on the return, and the infantry retreat- 
ing. The division thus pressed was that of 
General Mackenzie, which was attacked 
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hy a greatly superior force . while falling 
back on the main body of the army. — Ge- 
neral Mackenzie was posted near the wood 
on the right of the Alberche, with a division 
of infantry and a brigade of cavalry. 

Of our combined force, the Spaniai*ds 
formed the right wing, in front ofTalavera; 
the ground before them (from which they 
took care not to advance) being covered 
with olive-groves, and much intersected by 
ditclies. 'I'hc open ground to the left Avas 
the station of the British : as this Avas eom- 
manded by a height, Major-Geuend Hill's 
division was posted there, in a second line, 
and had to maintain the position against 
the repeated attacks of the enemy. — Ano- 
ther position, in the centre of the two ar- 
mies, Avas secured by Brigadier-General 
A. Campbell, with the Guards, supported by 
our brigade of dragoons and some Spanish 
cavalry. 

The enemy’s force, which more than 
iwi^ exceeded purs, was composed of the 
ijljlted corps of Marshal Victor and Gene- 



ral Sebastian I, besides nearly eight tliou?- 
sund of Joseph Buonaparte’s Guards, and 
the garrison of Madrid. 

But, reverting to our first advance. With 
tlie Spanish cavalry on our right, we formed 
on a large plain ; where the enemy ad- 
vanced on us in such strength that we were 
driven all the Avay back to Talavera ; their 
videlta maintaining a skirmish with ours till 
within a mile of the town. — We Avent into 
camp, but received immediate orders to turn 
out again, the Avhole army being under 
arms, for the support of General Macken- 
zie’s division, Ai hich, Avitb a brigade of six 
six-pounders, bud hitherto sustained the ef- 
forts of the enemy. — Fortius purpose the 
cavalry re-advanced. We had no sooner 
reached the plain, than we found ourselves 
under a heavy cannonade, particularly on 
the left, from the range of hills, near a 
Avood. We then fell back on the heights 
to the left of Talavera. 

In the dusk of the evening the enemy be- 
gan a very Avarm action Avith the artillery 
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end infentiy, the latter of whom were en- 
gaged nearly all night; and a little before 
dark the enemy made an attempt, with Po- 
lish cavalry, to break through the Spanish 
lines, and enter Talavera. On this the Spa- 
niards opened a fire from right to left, by 
which these Poles were put to flight. — Our 
cavalry were then in the rear. 

Formed in open column, we laid down, 
with our horses’ bridles round our arms, till 
midnight, when we were roused by a sharp 
firing on the left. This was occasioned by 
an attempt of the enemy to gain possession 
of the height occupied by the division of 
General Hill. After an obstinate struggle, 
and a momentary appearance of success, 
they were repulsed in a very spirited man- 
ner by the bayonet. Whol^ battalions of 
the enemy had got into our line ; some call- 
ing outthatthey were "Spanish;” and others, 
that they were " Germans deserting:” our 
old soldiers, however, soon discovered their 
" ruse de guerre!’ and gave them enough of 
coming to close quarters. 
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28th. — ^About two o’clock in the morn- 
ing our attention was again called to a very 
heavy tiring from the wood in front of Ta- 
Javera. The Spaniards, as we afterwards 
learnt, had opened their tire on their own 
vidcttesy whom, from tl^e darkness of the 
night, they had mistaken for tlie enemy. 
Similar mistakes occurred throughout the 
armies. 

During the night-engagements, our bat- 
talions, as well as those of the enemy, fought 
with such determined fury, as frequently to 
close in, and beat out each other’s brains 
with their muskets. 

At half past five A. M. the ’’attack was 
renowned on General Hill’s position, and 
was again repelled with distinguished bra- 
very. — The two armies then continued 
sharply engaged till about eleven o’clock, 
when the attack of the French was suspend- 
ed. They then rested their troops; and, 
we heard, cooked their dinners in the field 
of battle. — We w'ere at the same time 
cheered with the wclcQine appearance of 
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some wine, which, with a little bread, was 
issued to our troops^ 

About noon the engagement was renew- 
ed, and became general; when the firing 
of musketry was heard, on all sides, like 
the roll of a drum, with scarcely a mo- 
ment’s intermission, accompanied by a 
heavy cannonade ; and thus continued dur- 
ing the remainder of the day. — Our infan- 
try could not but sc.ffer most severely dur- 
ing such a general slaughter : several regi- 
ments, on both sides, were nearly cut to 
pieces, many companies being reduced 
from seventy-five to nine or ten men. — 
The dragoons on the right did not come 
forward tilfthe afternoon, when they were 
called on to support General Sherbrookl’s 
division. After making our way through a 
grove of olives in some confusion, we gain- 
ed the open ground, and had to form under 
an infcessant fire of artillery and musketry ; 
the small shot literally pouring in like a 
show'er of hail. — On the left of the line 
were the 23d Dragoons and 1st German 
Hussars, who advanced against some French 
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columns, which were marching on (ieneral 
Hill’s division by way of the valley. This 
brigade was ordered to charge ; but the 
enemy, having soon formed in two solid 
squares, were too well prepared for their re- 
ception ; and, to increase the disadvantages 
under which this attack was made, there 
was, between these regiments and the ene- 
my, a large ditch. Notwithstanding the 
confusion this occasioned, the 23d Dragoons 
persevered in the charge; and, though with 
a most serious loss, penetrated the French 
battalions 

I here assert, that several of the Spanish 
cavalry iwi away : some of whom were seen 
robbing the poor women belonging to the 
British army, ^vhom they found on the 
road, crying, and anxiously alarmed for the 
fate of their husbands. One poor wretch 
(of our regiment) they not only plundered 
of every thing in her possession, but took 
her very clothes, and an ass, on \\ Inch, from 


* The pfround where this attack was made, &c., will be 
seen in ihe Plan. 


II 2 
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her infirmity, she was obliged to travel, 'rhe 
cruelty practised by some of our allies ex- 
ceeded every thing that can be conceived. 
I was informed — and I believe it — that, 
after robbing, stripping, and putting to 
death, several of our wounded, a party of 
them had the impudence to appear before 
our officers, relating their own enormities, 
with seeming horror, and imputing them to 
the French. Their guilt appeared mani- 
fest, however, from the appointments of the 
unfortunate sufl'erers being found in their 
possession. — Added to this, so completely 
did the Spaniards in general monopolise 
every article of provision, that, to the period 
above described, many of us had been near- 
ly three days witliout receiving bread, or 
any kind of sustenance. This may in some 
measure, perhaps, be attributed to a want of 

exertion in many of our commissariat. 

/ 

To return from this digression. — ^The bat- 
tle raged, with equal obstinacy on both 
sides, till the close of day; when, after a 
mo.st sanguinary contest, the action ceased ; 
each party maintaining the same position. — 
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During the night the enemy retreated, and 
crossed the river Alberche in perfect order; 
leaving us in possession of’ the field of 
battle. 

Thus the hard-fought action was decided- 
, ly gained by the matchless bravery of Bri- 
tish troops. Nothing could exceed the va- 
lour of our infantry and cavalry during the 
whole of the above engagements ; and our 
artillery was also highly conspicuous, though 
labouring under the disadvantage of having 
no horses in reserve. — ^The effect of Colonel 
Sharpn ell’s shells was fatally ruinous to 
the enemy’s columns, which by these were 
frequently broken : but it w as lamentable, 
during the day, to see the fuzes set lire to 
the grass, by which many of the wounded 
were burnt. — We had thirty pieces of ar- 
tillery — viz. nineteen six-pounders, five 
five-and-half inch howitzers, and six three- 
pounders. The French had upwafds of 
sixty pieces of cannon, most of which were 
eight-pounders : and, it must be observed, 
they were so directed towards the British, 
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that scarcely a shot was fired at the Spa* 
niards during the whole of the 28 th. 

In taking further notice of our allies, I 
much wish that what I have to say of them 
was at all in their praise. Their numbers 
amounted to between thirty and forty thou- 
sand effective in the field. During the 
whole of the attack on the 28 th (directed 
entirely against the British line), they re- 
mained almost wholly inactive* — except a 
great number of them whom I, and indeed 
most of the British officers, saw running 
mmy . — Throughout the engagement, num- 
bers of the Spaniards were constantly dis- 
appearing. Wc heard of two regiments, in 
particular, who ran away on the evening of 
the 27 th, frightened by the firing of their 
own troops on the right ; and the posts from 


* Feeling myself bound, as well as fully disposed, to 
make mention of what exceptions I saw, or even beard of, 
I have to name two Spanish battalions, under General Whit- 
TTNGHAM, wlio forward to support the Guards; some 
squadrons of cavalry on our left; with General Bassscourt’s 
division, and part of their artillery. 
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which they deserted were occupied, by 
command of Sir Arthur, with troops from 
the second line. — Piles of Spanish arms 
were left loaded in the held. 

From what I am going to add, it may be 
ascertained, that the inhabitants of Talavera 
possessed as little humanity, as the genera- 
lity of the heroes had shown disposition for 
the combat, whilst posted to our right, for 
its nominal defence. — ^About an hour before 
the close of the last engagement, it was my 
chance to receive a wound : in conse- 
quence, I was carried to Talavera ; and, on 
my arrival, the Spaniards refused to let me 
come within their thresholds. I’hus was I 
left, bleeding, in the street ; surrounded by 
the most pitiable and horrid objects that 
can be imagined, who were lying on the 
pavement, screaming and groaning, without 
the southings of compassion or succour of 
any kind.— At length I proved morfe fortu- 
nate than my fellow-suft’erers, througii the 
kind assistance of an officer, who, being on 
hospital guard, had a billet, and gave me 
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up h'is bed — which (we having for nineteen 
previous nights slept in the fields, and ge- 
nerally without shelter) w as rendered a no- 
velty. Here I remained, reflecting, during 
a sleej)less night, on the many who had to 
endure far worse than myself. 

My case, in being refused admission at 
Talavera, was by no means a singular one. 
An ofKcer, who had a billet there, which he 
had occupied some time, was brought back 
to it in a predicament similar to my own : 
like myself, he was refused the shelter of a 
roof and left fainting in the streets, till 
some soldiers forced open the door. 

After the battle, we heard that the French 
army had consisted of forty-eight thousand 
(a point since ascertained), and that Joseph 
Buonaparte had been descried by one of 
Sir Arthur’s staff. — The enemy sustained 
the loss of more than ten thousand men, 
with that of twenty pieces of ’ brass cannon, 
ami five standards. — We entered the field 
eighteen thousand three hundred strong; 
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and our loss, as will appear by tlie follow- 
ing returns, fell very heavy, on the oflicers 
as well as privates. 


General Staff 

Killed. 

• a. 5 

Wounded. 

. 9 

Missing. 

]L.ieut.-Cn1oneIs 

... 2 .... 

. 10 


Majors 

... 1 .... 

12 

— 

Captains 

... 7 .... 

. 53 

5 

Lieutenants ••• 

... 15 ... 

. 71 

3 

Cornets and Knsi^cns 

3 .... 

. 34. 

1 

Adjutants 

... 1 .... 

6 

— 

Serjeants 

... 28 .... 

105 

15 

Drnrnmp.rs 

... '1* .... 

. 10 

9 

Rank and File 

.... 73s .... 

,. 3537 

. 620 

Total .... 

... 801 

3913 

053 


Recapitulation. 


Killed 801 

Wounded 

Missing 053 

Grand Total 5367 



106 


The foliowing is an abstract of the total loss of 
the respective regiments {including officers^ 
non-commissioned officcrst and privates) in 
killed^ wounded, and missing, in the battles 
of Talavera. 

General Staff 14* 

3d Dragoon Guards 5 

4lh Dragoons ij 

14th Light Dragoons 16 

16th Ditto 14 

23d Ditto 207 

Jst Ditto (German Legion) 42 

Royal British Artillery 34 

Royal German Artillery 34 

Royal Engineers * 2 

Royal StaffCorps 2 

1st Battalion Coldstream 297 

1st Battalion 3d Guards 322 

3d Foot M.2 

2d Battalion 7 th Foot 65 

2d Ditto 24lh 355 

Bit Ditto 29th 186 

2d Ditto 31st 1 249 

1 st Ditto 40th 58 

1st Ditto 45th 193 


CarrM fonVard ••••. 


2247 
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Brought forward 2247 

1st Battalion 48ih 176 

2d Ditto ditto 71 

2d Ditto 53d 39 

5th Ditto 60th 77 

lat Ditto 6lst 272 

2d Ditto 68th 128 

2d Ditto 83d 288 

2d Ditto 87 th 253 

1st Ditto 88th 140 

1st Ditto 97th 58 

1 St Ditto Detachments 274 

2d Ditto ditto 21 

1st Line Batt. German Legion 300 

Ist and 2d Light Batt. ditto 79 

2d Line Batt. ditto 390 

5th Ditto ditto 300 

7 th Ditto ditto 256 

Total 5367 
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Before the moniing of the 29th the ene- 
my hud effeeted their retreat beyond the 
Alherche; and our men were, during the 
day, l)usily employed in burying the dead, 
and conveying the wounded into the town. 
It is painful to record, that the streets still 
contained pitiable wretches, who had lain in 
torture during the night, mixed with the 
bodies of those who had expired. Some 
officers, on their return from exploring the 
field of battle, described the sight of dis- 
membered limbs, embowelled and other- 
wise mangled bodies, as too horrible lor 
contein[dation ; and even expressed their 
regret at having witnessed the scene. 

30th. — ^I'hough the whole of the preced- 
ing day and night had been occupied in re- 
moving the wounded, several still remained 
amidst the slaughter: and their numbers 
were so considerable, in proportion to the 
surgeo'ns, that many of those removed had 
not been dressed; and even several neces- 
sary amputations remained inevitably un- 
performed ; whilst other sufferers were 
brought in throughout the day and night. 



By the 31st the., French had retreated 
about two leagues ; and our advanced posts 
were formed by General Craufurd’s light 
brigade, and a troop of horse artillery, which 
had arrived from Lisbon on the i29th. 

August 'i. — This evening our army re- 
ceived orders to march at lour o’clock the 
next morning; and on the 3d fell back to 
Oropeza. 

Confined to my bed since the 28th, I 
lost the pleasure of being Avith my regiment, 
and am precluded lioin giving a regular 
diary of its movements ; it is, howe\ or, es- 
sential, briefly to state what becaino of the 
army. Sir Arthur, hndiijg Umt Marshal 
SouLT.was in great flirce at J’lacentia, 
marched to Oropeza, with a view of attack- 
ing him ; but finding that the Spanish armyy 
which were left to cover our sick and 
wounded, had also retired on Oropeza; it was 
then found expedient to change the route, 
and cross the Tagus at Puente del Arzobispo, 
and thus secure a retreat on Portugal. — 
Notwithstanding our videttes were, at one 
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time, within a league of the enemy, he suf- 
fered them to pass unmolested; and our 
army effected a steady retreat ; having pre- 
viously sent on about two hundred cars, 
containing a part of the wounded, which 
were frequently stopped to throw off those 
who died on the road. 

The army having reached its destination 
(in an ('xhausted state, from fatigue, and 
scarcity of provision), was stationed as fol- 
lows : — Head-Quarters at Badajos ; — Gene- 
ral Sherbrooke 6 division from Lobau to 
Merida, with a German brigade of artillery 
at the former, and the troops of horse artil- 
lery, with some cavalry, at the latter place ; 
— the light infantry brigade at Portalegre 
and Neisa ; and some other brigades near 
Campo Mayor and Albuquerque ; — four 
brigades of artillery encamped near Bada- 
jos ; and the 40 th regiment in the town ; — 
the light dragoons (nearly dismounted) at and 
near Villa Vi9oza. — The sickMrere sent into 
hospital at Elvas ; to which place the me- 
dical staff with the army, and those left at 
Lisbon, repaired. 
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3d. — On the retreat of the army from 
Talavera I was left in bed, and remain- 
ed uninformed of the circumstance till ten 
o’clock this day. — Soon alter, a Surgeon 
came, and consoled me by saying the French 
were not likely to return, and that our army 
had fallen back for the purpose of getting 
better su[>plies during their halt; but that, 
at all events, my attempting to move would 
be attended with the almost certainty of 
losing my life. — The Surgeon had not lett the 
room three hours, when my man ran in, to 
say the French were close to the town, and 
that every one who was able to stir was mak- 
ing the best of his way to the rear. 1 had 
but a short time to take my choice of fall- 
ing into the hands of the enemy a perfect 
cripple, or moving at the risk of dying on 
the road. Preferring freedom to captivity, 
under any circumstances, I soon decided to 
attempt a retreat ; — was then taken out of 
bed, and carried down stairs; and, with 
pillows fixed to the saddle, was just able to 
support myself on a horse, — my man lead- 
ing him at a slow walk, under a broiling 
sun, towards Oropeza.r— Before proceeding 



^ ill the town, I was informed that Calera 
was the })oint to which the sick were order- 
ed : accordingly my march w as directed for 
that place ; whither there was little difficulty 
in linding my way, the road being soon 
crowded with wounded men. After having 
travelled a few^ miles, the pain occasioned 
by the motion of the horse was less acute ; 
and by having recourse to a calabash of vi- 
negar and atcr whenever 1 was likely to 
faint, I supported myself wonderfully well. 
— On reaching Calera, we found that Puente 
del Arzobispo was the place of destination for 
the sick ; wbicli occasioned my journey that 
night to be four leagues farther. The other 
wounded men had got so far a-bead, that I 
was several times near being lost on the 
heath, and with difficulty reached Arzo- 
bispo by eleven o’clock. The people were 
gone to bed, and only one light was to be 
seen. The Alcalde (or Constable) was soon 
found/ who, after an apparent altercation 
with a woman, desired me to go into the 
cabin containing the light, and went away. 
On my approaching the door, the heroine 
at me like a tigress, with a Patriot in 
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her rear to support her. She positivelj’’ re- 
fused admission, though she saw me in a 
fainting state, and knew my request was 
only for permission to lie on some straw in 
the passage. — During this squabble my head 
turned giddy, and had not my man sup- 
ported me, I should have fallen off the 
horse. At this moment a dragoon came up, 
who, having his hands disengaged, soon put 
the Patriot and his Scnora to flight, and 
helped me into the house. Here, laid on 
some straw by the side of a sick Spaniard, I 
remained the night. My other servants and 
horses were lost, and slept on the heath ; 
but, by the greatest accident, found m^ out 
in the morning. 

4th. — I was again put on horseback, at 
five o’clock a. m. On reaching the further 
enil of the town, whence the sick were ex- 
pected to proceed, they had not then re- 
ceived instructions, and were waiting the 
arrival of a field officer, who was deputed to 
take them in charge. I then entered an- 
other house, where, with some opposition, 

I ' ' ' 
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a mattress was got, on which I laid till a 
wounded officer came by, who was retreat- 
ing with his family, and we proceeded toge- 
ther to Navalle Morelecho. 

5th. — Continued our march to Lasteralia, 
where we rested, and had some tea. — On 
our way to this place the cart of my party 
broke down ; and we were under the neces- 
sity of waiting till a car was pressed, and 
wild bullocks were dri\en from the moun- 
tains, to bring on the baggage. — All difficul- 
ties being overcome, we proceeded. Faint 
with the heat of the day, I was obliged to 
be placed in a caleche ; and the road being 
one of the roughest that ever wheels travel- 
led, I was in torture the whole way. The 
hip bone, which a rifle-ball had gone through 
and shattered, and the muscles of my back, 
where it w^as then lodged, were bumped with 
the greatest violence against the hard sides 
of the carriage ; and my riding on horse- 
back again that day was totally out of the 
question, as the pain suffered already had 
made me so weak I could not have sop- 
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ported myself.- — At last, we reached a vil- 
lage, the name of which (I believe) is Moy- 
athis. Here we passed the night. 

6th. — The carriage-road extending no 
farther than this place, my friends were 
obliged to return all the way back to Arzo- 
bispo ; and were almost in the face of the 
French videttes, who very soon after drove 
the Spaniards from that place. I determined 
on continuing through the mountains, and 
travelling (so long as life permitted me) on 
a small mule. My object was to make for 
Truxillo : as, if the army were sudered to 
retire unmolested ; or, on the other hand, 
held the enemy in check; the odds were, 
that, by a forced march, 1 could reach the 
point before them : and if compelled to a 
precipitate retreat, I must at all events be 
made prisoner. — I then started, taking my 
chance whether Truxillo would be fo.und oc- 
cupied by French or British troops. 

This -day (being joined by a wounded 
officer of infantry) we began to, encounter 
the passes of the Guadaloupe Mountains. 

i 2 
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Here we went sometimes over solid rocks^ 
where our mules were every moment stum- 
bling; and at others over the roughest stones, 
interspersed with deep holes: then down 
descents of heights, where the animals could 
scarcely keep on their legs : and occasion- 
ally travelling the sides of precipices, by the 
mere pass of a goat-track : — a pleasiant situ- 
ation for a man with an empty stomach and 
broken bones ! I ! — We had a guide, or ne- 
ver should have been able to make out the 
passes ; and the whole country being unin- 
habited we could have found no one to 
direct us. — After a broiling and exhausting 
march, we late at night reached Allia; where 
we had to wait a long time before there could 
be got a billet. 

7th. — Continued our march to Logrosan ; 
and on the 8th to Solita. Here they would 
neither give nor sell us any thing, till we 
made them understand that I was a Briga- 
dier of Cavalry, and that my troops were 

* A region destitute of every living creature, except a 
number qf Spanish cavalry, by whom we were nearly rode 





117 


<€oming in the next day ; who, if our requi- 
aitions were refused, I would order to take 
•the Alcdtde prisoner, and send him to Eng- 
land. — ^On this we had brought us the pro- 
duce of the village, with a thousand apolo- 
gies, and benefited by a great deal of pressed 
civility. 

^h. — Arrived at Truxillo, where we were 
■cheered by the sight of English soldiers, 
and found ourselves two leagues in rear of 
the British army. 

This town brings you again into the road 
from Madrid to Lisbon. It is a large place, 
torn to pieces by the French: has some 
good houses; and is famous for having given 
hirth to Pizarro. 

During our pass through this desert coun- 
try, we were literally starving, and had the 
utmost difficulty in procuring bngad, even 
at an imposing price : as to wine or spirits, 
they were not to be heard of ; and there 
was scarcely a bit of meat to be bought. 
Our horses and mules, which were chiefly 
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fed with stale chaff, were nearly famished, 
as well as ourselves. . For my own part, I 
believe my life was owing to the goau : their 
owners, the Patriots, refusing to sell me a little 
milk, [ contrived to get this nourishment 
by stealth ; making the guide fill my bottle 
every day, when we came to a herd of these 
animals. — 1 o complete this wretched re- 
treat, we were every where annoyed with 
fleas, bugs, and body lice. 

10th. — Proceeded on my journey, pass- 
ing through Santa Cruz ; and, after a hard 
and hot day’s inarch, arrived at Meajados; 
wdiero, what with fasting and fatigue, I was 
ready to droj) from the mule. We found 
the people in this place (if possible) more 
uncivil than at others * : my servants were 


* A brother officer, who was dangerously ill of a fever 
brought on by travelling with a severe wound, was here laid 
on the floor of a loom, while his servant went for medical 
as'^^istance. ''The man, having no safer place to deposit his 
inau.er's baggage, laid it somewhere near him : the Patriots, 
taking advantage of the nian^s absence ^nd th^ officer's situa- 
tion, carried a great part of it otf; robbing him, not only of 
his helmet and appointments (the very articles used in defence 
of their couruty), but of several things which, from being a 



an hour before they could get a billet ; dur- 
ing which time I was laid on the pavement, 
where the Patriots refused me even a pillow, 
and with the greatest reluctance brought 
out a little water. A mob had soon assem- 
bled round me, poking in their stinking 
heads as if a basket of cheap fish were sell- 
ing in the street. — At last I got into the 

house of one of the Junta, who 

fullt/ answered my expectations ! 

Jf. 

11th. — ^At seven in the evening, having 
hired mules to carry my men, two of whom 
had been forced to walk the whole journey 
with their feet quite raw', I continued my 
march ; and by three in the morning reach- 
ed Santo Padro ; where 1 saw a light at a 
post-house, begged admission, and was laid 
on a mattress for an hour. — Having then 
sufficiently recruited myself, 1 started for 
Merida, and arrived at seven o’clock ; mak- 
ing my march exactly twelve hours. 

On entering this place, the traveller is 

^cripple, he more particularly required. — The same officer met 
iKrith similar treatment at other places. 
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presented with fine ruins of an aqueduct ; 
near which there is, still passable, a Roman 
bridge. — Merida contains an ancient tem- 
ple, formerly dedicated to Mars, but since 
devoted to Christian worship ; also a sub- 
terraneous tunnel, leading from the river, 

I was here billeted in the house of a 
Donna, who told us she was the wife of a 
Brigadier. Being in much want of sleep, 
I was immediately put to bed ; but had 
scarcely got warm, when myriads of — I 
knew not what — were crawling over me. 
By making a great effort, I raised myself 
sufficiently to throw off the bed-clothes, and 
found them to be bugs. Being unable to 
help myself, I began bawling, and at last 
was heard ; taken out of bed ; and stuck up 
in an QXXQrchair, till another camd was pro- 
vided, 

13th. — We rested here during this day; 
but not wishing to pass another night in the 
place, I purposed starting in thfe cool of the 
evening. Finding myself very weak, from 
excessive fatigue and having my rest inter- 
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rupted, I attempted to hire a car, but with- 
out success. My landlady, who showed a 
great deal of pretended civility, and affected 
to pity me extremely, assured me there was 
no sort of conveyance to be had, and ex- 
pressed her regret at having nothing of the 
kind to offer. Shortlj^ after, a large car, 
fi^ith two fine mules, came to the door, and 
was unloaded of sacks. In the mean time 
my fellow-traveller hobbled off to the Al- 
calde ; got a warrant to press the same ; and 
we detained it in our possession. This ma- 
chine proved to be the property of the old 
woman, who became so enraged, that her 
palavre burst into the furies of a vixen. — 
We then procured asses for our men, and at 
eleven at night got our convoy under tveigh : 
at one, in the afternoon of the 14th, we ar- 
rived at Badajos. Having got into a billet, 
I sent for the car-driver, to remunerate him 
for his trouble, and pay for his expences 
back to Merida ; but he had saved me this 
cost, by decamping with his car and mules 
the moment my men had left him — I sup- 
pose, through of his getting pressed in- 
to Portugal. 



My situation prevented me from seeing 
any thing of Badajos, or indeed of other 
places, further than what was presented to 
my view while I passed by. This cit}'’ I 
observed to be eminently situated, and on 
the south of the Guadiana: it is strongly 
fortified, and the fiiMitier town next Portu- 
gal ; to reach which you pass the Guadiana 
by a fine Roman bridge considerably more 
than one-third of a mile in length. 

15th. — Hired acaleche, and went to El- 
vas *. — On our entering Portugal from 
Spain, the sudden transition from haughti- 
ness to civility is scarcely to be credited. 
On being interrogated by the guard, which 
is usual in a frontier town, I remained in 
the street, while my servant went to Gene- 
ral Leita, the Commandant and Governor, 
to inform him who I was, and explain my 
situation. He immediately sent down his 

* This city, with its grand aqueduct and cistern, fortifica- 
tions, convents, academy, churches, &c. I regret having been 
unable to survey ; and have here again to apologize for the 
deficiency of my narrative ; for I am particularly unwilling 
to supply the defect of my own observation by reference to 
travels or history of the country. 
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Brigade-Major, with directions to assist me, 
and to show me every kind of attention. — 
I was conducted to a princely billet, in the 
house of a Donnana Fortunata ; where I re- 
ceived great kindness, and had every luxury 
brought to my bed-side, with the attendance 
of two servants. 

The General did me the honour to send 
his nephew, with his compliments, offering 
any thing \ might want : and on hearing I 
liad expressed a wish to hire a conveyance 
for the next da)', be insisted on my taking 
his carriage, and using it as far as 1 thought 
proper; — a liberality of conduct perfectly ac- 
cording with General Leitds ivell-known cha- 
racter. 

On the morning of the 16th, the carriage 
and lour, with three servants, drove up to 
the gate, while we were partaking of an 
excellent breakfast, which had beem pre- 
pared for us before day-light. — About half 
past five we started ; and while passing out 
of the garrison the respect paid us was very 
entertaining. By natives hat in hand, and 
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guards taming out, we received every mark 
■of honour that could be shown a Prince. 

We soon reached Estramos, where we 
were received by a Portuguese orderly, 
whom the General had sent on to provide 
a billet. 

17th. — Being greatly recruited by our 
comparatively easy mode of travelling the 
preceding day, we took leave of our fine 
equipage, and proceeded to Arrayolos. 

18th. — Passed Monte Moraovo, and 
reached Vendas Novas : where, at firet, we 
could get no cover for ourselves or horses — 
the juis de foro (or constable) being at Lis- 
bon, and the natives refusing to admit us 
without an order. We soon settled this 
|)omt, by selecting the best cazd we could 
find, and forcing a billet. The house we 
were in w^as contiguous to a long range of 
buildings which formed an ancient royal re-- 
sidence. This, we were told, the Prince Re- 
gent occasionally used as a hunting seat. 
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19th. — Went through Peagoncs and Ril- 
vas, and arrived at Aldea Galega ; where 
we most heartily rejoiced, having accom- 
plished the last stage of our truly miserable 
and tormenting journey. 

20th. — AVe embarked in a large boat, 
which, in an hour and a lialf, sailed across 
the Tagus, and brouglit us to the quay at 
Lisbon. — ^Tlie man we had sent forward to 
provide for us, having been so long on short 
allowance, that, according to the old excuse, 
half a pint got hi his head, was neither to be 
seen nor heard of. — After lying for three 
hours in the boat, and being surveyed by a 
staring multitude (like a fresh-caught stur- 
geon by the Cockneys, on the banks of the 
Thames), I gave up entering a billet for 
that day, and was taken to Owen's hotel. 

Our happy transmigration, which we 
performed in eighteen days, amounted to 
eighty-eight leagues. — Their leagues are 
rated at about four and one-fifth English 
miles, though many of them far exceed that 
distance. 
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The number of leagues between each 
place are as follow : — 

SPAIN. 

League*. 

From Talavera dc la Reyna to 

Puente del A rzobi^po 7 

Navalle Morelecho 2 

Moyathis 4 

Allia 5 

Logrosan 5 

Solita 4 

Truxillo 5 " 

Meajados 6 

Merida 8 

Baebjos 9 

PORTUGAL. 

Elvas 3 

Estramos 6 

Array olos 6 

Vendas Novas 7 

Aldea Galega 8 ^ 

Passage to Lisbon 3 

Total 83 


On the great road from Madrid 
to Lisbon. 
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Probably I should never have surftiount- 
ed this journey, had it not been for repeat- 
ed fomentations of liot water on my first 
arrival at each place; which, by counter- 
acting any additional inflammation that 
might have been brought on I'roin exertion, 
enabled me to proceed. I'lie pain, never- 
theless, was incessant ; and, from being 
teased with flics by day and vermin by 
night, I could not g(‘t the necessary rest 
even for a person in heakh. Thi'^, added 
to the scarcity of almost every thing I 
could eat, liad reduced me to a perfect ske- 
leton. 

22d. — I was removed to an excellent 
billet. 

In a fow days alter, all these exertions 
began to operate on iny health; and the 
heat of the season greatly tended to in- 
crease the illness. The w eather, which had 
for some time been intensely hot, then be- 
came intolerable ; and the evenings so close 
as to be quite oppressive. We were obliged to 
remain almost suflFocated, from having the 
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windows shut, to avoid letting in myriads of 
gnats and other insects, that would liave 
tormented us during the night. My sick- 
ness soon increased to that degree as to pre- 
vent my taking any nourishment ; and my 
wound became so incessantly painful as, in 
spite of opiates, to deprive me of sleep al- 
most every night. 

I lodged in the house of a lady of distinc- 
tion, to whom I consider myself much in- 
debted for her most polite attention. It was 
the study of this lady to make me as com- 
fortable as my infirmity would admit of and 
procure for me every thing I could wish : 
in both, she amply succeeded, having an 
establishment where nothing could be 
wanting. 

September 14. — Continued very ill. After 
losing a fortnight of my leave, waiting for a 
conveyance to England, I learnt that a fleet 
of empty transports were ordered to sail for 
Portsmouth, under convoj of the Emerald 
frigate. I had the good fortune to get a 
passage; for procuring which I am under 



many obligations to my hostess, and also 
for the kindest exertion on the part of the 
British Minister. Having my choice of the 
fleet, I fixed on a ship which had good ac» 
commodation for myself and horses, and, 
what is not readily to be met with, a very plea* 
sant and obliging man for a captain. 

15 th.— Being informed that the convoy 
were likely to sail early the next morning, 
at two this afternoon I dispatched a soldier 
with baggage, in a Portuguese boat. 
This man was directed to bring back with 
him, immediately, the ship’s long-boat, so 
as to embark my horses before sun-set ; but 
he never returned ; and I, expecting him 
every moment, delayed sending after him 
till it was too late to get a boat. The night 
was thus passed in suspense. 

16 th.— Early this morning I was roused 
out of bed, by being told that the fteet were 
on the point of sailing, and the ship’s boat 
was waiting for me. I was carried out, half 
undressed, and, when in the act of getting 
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if)to the boat, with itty mind made up to 
the loss of all my baggage, the dragoon 
who had taken it made his appearance, in- 
forming me it was safely deposited on board. 
r“It seemed this man had had a narrow 
escape. On his returning the preceding 
evening, there came on so hard a gale that 
the boat and crew were nearly swam[)ed, 
and had been drifted to the op|x)site side ot 
the Tagus, where they lay out all night. 
1 then had my horses gallopped to Lisbon, 
directing the men who went with them to 
offer any [.rice lor a boat, and attempt (what 
J des[jaired of) getting them on board. 
1 his wfis so well managed, that they arrived 
almost immediately alter me, and were em- 
barked when we were in the very act of get- 
ting under weigh. I then, notwithstanding 
this hurry, bi’ought off every thing, but my 
stock of live poultry, which was left behind 
through the stupidity — or, perhaps, kept 
hehbid, through the cunning— oi a blunder- 
ing Irish dragoon. 

Aboutjeileven o’clock we sailed out of the 



Tagus with a northerly breeze, working to 
westward for a good offing and the cliance 
of another wind. 

17th and 18th. — ^Thewind continued un- 
favourable. 

19th. — This day, when finding myself 
almost at the point of death for w'ant of sur- 
gical assistance, there occurred for me a 
most providential circumstance: — It sud- 
denly came on so calm, that boats could 
pass from ship to ship, and the Commodore 
very kindly came along-side, to offer any 
thing he had that I might want. I request- 
ed the attendance of his Surgeon, who was 
immediately put on board. After examin- 
ing my wound, he sent the boat back for his 
Assistant and instruments, and opened the 
muscles of my back, where it was probable 
a mortification would speedily have taken 
place ; and had not this operation.been per- 
formed, I should have died on the voyage. 
— I became so faint that they were obliged 
to postpone doing any thing farther that day : 
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from what was effected, I found s^most im» 
mediate relief. 

In the evening there came on a light 
breeze, fair for England. 

20th. — The Surgeons came on board 
again, and with some difficulty extracted 
the ball, which had been considerably flat- 
tened by passing through the muscles and 
bone. 

The kindness of our Commodore cannot 
pass unobserved, and will by me be ever re- 
membered with gratitude. In additipn to 
every possible attention paid me during the 
voyage, he sent over sea-stock enough for 
half the ship’s company, begging me to ask 
for any thing I might happen to fancy. 

21st. — ^The wind increased, and blew di- 
* . * 
rectly fair for England. We. this day en- 
tered the Bay of Biscay, where we ran nine 
knots an hour, during the night, under very 
little sail. 
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22d, 23d, and 24th. — The wind conti- 

% 

nued very fair. — In order to keep well clear 
of Ushant, we steered a westerly course, sail- 
ing some distance in the Atlantic. 

25th. — Opened the Channel ; and at nine 
o’clock A.M. the ship’s carpenter got his glass 
of grog, for first discovering the Lizard 
Point. — We soon passed Falmouth, briskly 
scudding up Channel. 

26th. — We had very little wind till the 
afternoon, when a fine breeze sprung up, 
and soon brought us in sight of the Isle of 
Wight; and about eight that evening we 
dropped anchor at Spithead. 

It blew a hurricane all night, and we 
were at one time in great danger. A large 
ship, having broke her cable, came down 
with wind and tide, and got foul of us about 
midnight. 



134 


Diary of our Passage from Lisbon to 
Spithead. 


I'rom tnid-day on Saturday to Mile* in 34 hoar». 

Mid'day on Sunday I7th 81 

18th 83 

19th 61 

20th 93 

21st 51 

22d 138 

23d 168 

24th 1.51 

25th 162 

20th 140 

Total made good 1 128 


N. B. Taking the chart in a direct line crossing Ca^pe Fi' 
pisterre, we made the distance 704 miles. 
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27th. — It hlew so hard all the morning, 
that even the sailors would not venture in a 
boat. I remained imprisoned in the cabin, 
with stale provision, tantalised by viewing 
the Land of Luxury from the window ; and 
with so little hope of getting on shore, that 
my mind was reconciled to lying with my 
sore sides another night on hard boards. In 
the evening, however, though still very 
rough, the wind rather abated, and I was 
determined to complete my emancipation. 
The ship continued rolling to that degree it 
w as impossible to let me down along-side ; 
but I w^as lowered aft, in the stern-boat, whicli 
I exj)ected every moment would turn up- 
side down, and empty out me and my per- 
sonal property, like the contents of a Lisbon 
garret-pail. However, as in other narrow 
escapes, I came off well ; and, having sur- 
mounted every danger and difficulty with 
the most providential success, landed safe in 
the most enviable Island under Heaven ! • 

After feasting on an English dinner at 
Portsmouth, I set off in a chaise, which li- 
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terally appeared to fly, after the crawling 
copvey^ces of Spain and Portugal. 

On the 28th (the very day two months 
from the battle of Talavera) I happily reach- 
ed my final destination. 


Such has been my situation, that it has 
necessarily occasioned me, in the foregoing 
pages, to appear more of the egotist than 
jnight be wished ; but, for the narrative to 
be at all connected, it was scarcely to be' 
avoided, and was perhaps the least evil that 
could be adopted. 

By having recounted a few well-testified 
anecdotes of the Spaniards, I do not mean 
to assert that there are none of their nation 
who look upon a, British soldier with esteem ; 
•but .the /^r,jutei?ded to, be .here established 
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is, — that it was not my good fortune to be- 
hold any trace of kindness towards us : on 
the contrary, in all places, apathy ; in some, a 
seemingly confiimed disgust. 


FINIS. 


Eiltrton ud 8/wgrth, Priiiteii, J«haMn'i Court, Fleet Street^ 






